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and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

WHEAT.

As to Increased Price and Effect on
Basic Wage.

Mr. JOHNSON asked the Attorney Gen-
eral:

Owing to the recent rise In the home
consumption price of wheat-

(1) Will he state what items on the
"C" series index may be expected
to rise in price?

(2) Can he state how much each Item
may be expected to rise?

(3) Can he indicate the amount by
which such rises will affect the
basic wage?

The ATTrORNEY GENERAL replied:
(1) Flour and bread are the only

items for which increases have
been granted. No applications by
other interested parties have been
made as a result of the increase
in the price of wheat.

(2) The increases in the price of
flour and bread have been pub-
lished.

(3) No.

OATS POOL.

As to Use of Word "State" and Govern-
mnent's Responsibil ity.

Hon- J. T. TONKIN asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) Is he aware that the form of con-
tract, letter-heads and similar documents
used by the Voluntary Oats Pool organisa-
tion, bear the words, "Western Australian
State Voluntary Oats Pool under the con-
trol of the Minister for Agriculture"?

(2) What authority is there for the use
of the word "State" in the manner refer-
red to?

(3) If the use is unauthorised, what
action does he propose to take in connec-
tion with the matter?

(4) What financial responsibility, if any,
has the Government undertaken in con-
nection with the Voluntary Oats Pool and
what is the form of "control" (if any)
which is vested in him?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The conditions of the Voluntary Oats

Pool, 1952-53, were submitted to the Min-
ister for Agriculture and approved as has
been done by previous Ministers for Agri-
culture.

(3) See reply to (2) above-no action
necessary.

(4) The Government's financial respon-
sibility in connection with the Voluntary
Oats Pool is a guarantee of the first ad-
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vance and expenses, arranged through the
Rural and industries Bank. This advance
Is made without recourse to the trustees
of the Wheat Pool of Western Australia
or the growers. The Bank is given a Bill
of Sale over the oats. The trustees refer
all matters of importance to the Minister
for his approval.

The State Voluntary Oats Pool is con-
trolled by the trustees of the Wheat Pool
of Western Australia and the only function
of Co-operative Bulk Handling Linited
with regard to oats is to handle oats for
the pool Just as it handles wheat for the
Australian Wheat Board.

CEMvENT.
As to Establishment of Works, Coogee.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN asked the Minister
for Industrial Development:

(1) Is there any agreement between the
Government and the Rugby Portland
Cement CQ. Ltd., or Cockburn Cement
Pty. Ltd. or any person, syndicate or com-
pany relative to the establishment of a
cement works at or near Coogee?

(2) If there Is an agreement, what are
the terms?

(3) Has the Government agreed to as-
sist any company, person or syndicate in
financing the establishment of a cement
works at or near Coogee?

(4) If the Government has so agreed,
what is the nature and amount of such
assistance?

(5) If the Government has not agreed
to give any assistance for the establish-
ment of a cement works, has any Proposal
been made that the Government should
assist a person, syndicate, or company
financially In the establishment of such
works, and if so, what are the precise
terms of such proposal?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) An agreement is now under con-

sideration by the Government for the
establishment by Cockburn Cement Pty.
Limited of cement works at a site about
two miles north of Woodman's Point.

(2) Answered by (1).
(3) The proposals under consideration

provide for the Government to guarantee
advances on a f for £ basis secured by
debentures which will provide for Interest
charges and repayment over a period of
years.

(4) The proposals provide for the funds
advanced not at any time to exceed those
provided by the company and any amounts
necessary to meet progress charges. The
maximum amount of the Government's
liability on this basis is not to exceed
1.lO0,0 W0.

(5) Answered by (1). (3) and (4).

HOUSING.
(a) As to Special Audit of Commission'a

Contracts.
Hon. 3. T. TONKIN asked the Premier:

(1) Has the Auditor General supplied In-
formation in answer to the questions asked
on the 2nd October last relative to the
contracts between the Housing Commis-
sion and Thermoban of Austria for the
supply of pre-fabricated houses?9

(2) If not, will he endeavour to obtain
a report from the Auditor General in time
to permit of its consideration before this
session of Parliament ends?

The PREMIER replied:
(1) and (2) I am advised by the Auditor

General that a special audit of the ac-
counts and records kept by the Stater
Housing Commission in relation to these-
matters has been made up to the 30th
September, 1952. The report is now being-
typed for submission.

(b) As to Building State Homes,
Geraltan and Northampton.

Mr. SEWELL asked the minister for
Housing:

Will he state when the Housing Com-
mission intends to commence building
homes in Geraldton and Northampton
under the provisions of the State Housing
Act, 1946-1052?

The MINISTER replied:
Provision has been made in this year's

building programme for the erection of
homes under the State Housing Act at
Geraldton and Northampton.

An offier of the Commnission is at pre-
sent in Oeraldton endeavouring to arrange
contracts with local builders and it is
hoped that a commencement will be made
early in the New Year.

EDUCATION,
As to Extensions to Donnybrook School.
Mr. HEARMAN asked the Minister for

Works:
Can he Indicate if the building exten-

sions to the Donnybrook State School will
be completed in time for the commence-
ment of the 1953 school year?

The MIlMITER replied:
No. ]Departmental pressure for expedi-

tion of this Job has been brought to bear
on the contractor.

TIN ORE.
As to Decontrol of Price.

Mr. RODOREDA asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Mines:

(1) Is it a. fact that the price of tin
ores has been decontrolled In Queensland?

(2) If so, and if this means that the
tin could be exported if so desired, will
he see what can be done towards having
the same policy put into effect in this
State?
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The MINISTER FOR HOUSING re-
piled:

(1) and (2) State Price Ministers still
control tin prices. It is understood that
smelters and producers are preparing a
joint case to State Ministers for price de-
control. The smelters and producers have
been advised by the Commonwealth CGov-
erment that the export ban would be
lifted simultaneously with any price de-
control.

NORTH-WEST.
As to Accomoation for Main Roads

Employees.
2Mr. RODOREDA asked the Premier:
'Can he state whether any steel-framed

buildings to replace tents for Main Roads
'Department employees in the North-West
have yet been supplied as he promised
In a letter to me, dated the 28th February,
:1952?

'The PREMIER replied:
'Two such buildings have been erected

in Carnarvon and are under test.

WATER SUPPLIES.
(a) As to Pipeline, CuSTderdii-Miltnivile.
Mr. CORNELL asked the Minister for

Works:
(1) Is it a fact that the contract for

the supply of the steel plate for the pipe-
line from Cunderdin to Minnivale has been
virtually cancelled and there Is little pros-
pect of the necessary materials being sup-
plied by these contractors?

(2) If so. what steps have been taken
to procure the steel plate for this exten-
sion from another source, and have any
tenders been called?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) The contract for supply of English

plate has been cancelled. When Loan
funds become available Broken Hill Pro-
prietary plate, which is now more readily
available, will be ordered.

(2) Answered by (I).

1b) As to Proceeding with Comprehensive
Scheme.

Mr. CORNELL asked the Premier:
In the rather extravagant newspaper

advertising campaign in support of the
sixteenth security loan, no reference has
been made to water supply extension in
country areas. Is this to be regarded as an
indication that none of this State's alloca-
tion from this particular loan wfll be avail-
able for the purpose of Proceeding further
with the comprehensive water scheme?

The PREMIUER replied:
This statement is incorrect. The ad-

vertisement in the "The West Australian"
of Tuesday last contained the following:-

In the country planned water supply
projects will cost many millions of
pounds and many districts in all parts
of the State will benefit when the
works are proceeded with.

The Government regards country water
supplies as being of the utmost importance.
Details of this year's expenditure on the
Comprehensive Water Scheme and other
country water supplies were given by me in
introducing the Loan Estimates.

W.A. TROV1'IN ASSOCIATION.
As to Country Clubs' Charge

for Raeebooks.
Mr. CORNELL asked the Chief Secre-

tany:
As the W.A. Trotting Association has

notified country trotting clubs that they
must not increase the price of racebooks
from Is. to Is. 6d.-

(1) Is not this, like the charge for ad-
mission and the price of other commodities
sold on a racecourse, a purely domestic
matter and not one to be subject to any
direction from the W.A.T.A.?

(2) If he concurs in this viewpoint, will
he direct the Committee of the W.A.T.A.
that it has no jurisdiction therein?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
Bylaw 47 of the Trotting Association

provides amongst other matters that the
committee shall have power to determine
whether any-and if so, which clubs--shall
be affiliated and the terms and conditions
under which such affiliation Is to be
allowed, maintained or withdrawn.

I am not aware of the terms and con-
ditions imposed by the Association but this
bylaw would appear to give the necessary
authority for the conditions referred to by
the hon. member.

COAL.
(a) As to Commonwealth Subsidy on

Eastern States' Exports.

Mr. MAY asked the Premier:
(1) Has he seen the statement in "The

West Australian" newspaper, dated the 2nd
December, regarding the proposal that the
Commonwealth Government subsidise coal
being exported from the Eastern States?

(2) If this proposal is adopted, will he
take such steps as may be deemed neces-
sary to ensure that such a subsidy will not
be used to import coal from the Eastern
States into Western Australia?

The PREMIER replied:
(1) and (2) Yes. This statement referred

to the possibilities of export of Australian
coal outside Australia.
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(b) As to Imports from Eastern States.
Mr. MAY (without notice) asked the

Premier:
Will he give an assurance that any sub-

sidy on coal from the Eastern States, pro-
vided by the Commonwealth Government.
will not be used for the purpose of im-
porting Eastern States coal into Western
Australia?

The PREMIER replied:
I do not know of any proposal to im-

Port coal into this State from the Eastern
States.

Mr. May: This is purely supposition at
the present time.

The PREMIER: I do not think the posi-
tion is likely to arise. As the member for
Collie knows, the only coal imported into
this State from the Eastern States at
present is a certain amount that is used
for the production of gas. It is unlikely
that we shall be subsidistig or bringing
in any other coal from the Eastern States.

COLLIE SOOTH ROAD.
As to Commencement of Construction.
Mr. MAY asked the Minister for Works:
Will he state how soon the construction

work involved in the amount set aside for
the Collie South-rd. will be commenced?

The MINISTER replied:
Before the coming winter.

BULKC HANDLING ACT.
As to Consolidating Regulations.

Mr. ORAYDEN asked the Minister re-
Presenting the Minister for Agriculture:

Will he have the regulations made under
the Bulk Handling Act consolidated as
soon as Possible?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
Yes.

TRAFFIC.
As to Authorising Use of Trafficators.
Mr. OLDFIELD asked the Chief Secre-

tary:
(1) Has he Yet received the report from

the traffic authorities as to the practic-
ability of permitting the use of trafficators
in lieu of the arn signal when about to
turn, as stated by him in answer to a ques-
tion asked by me on Tuesday, the 11th
November?

(2) If so, what are the recommendations
contained in such report?

The CIEF SECRETARY replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Approval has been given to the pro-

mulgation of a regulation to make legal
the use of trafficators during the hours of
darkness only.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT BILL.
As to Report of Royal Commission.

Ron. A. R. G. HAWICE asked the
Premier:

When did the Royal Commission on the
Local Government Binl present Its report
and recommendations to the Government?

The PREMIER replied:
On the 27th October, 1950.

STATE SHIPPING SERVICE.
As to the Retention of "Dorrigo" and!

"Dulverton."
Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN (without notice)

asked the Premier:
In view of the proposed sale of the

Commonwealth Shipping Line, has any
arrangement been made to ensure that
the "Dorrigo" and "Dulverton" will be re-
tained in the service of this State?

The PREMIER replied:
Negotiations with the Commonwealth

Government in regard to the sale of these
vessels have been taking place for some
time. There is no danger that these
vessels will be lost to the North-West
coast.

- A.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.
As to Priority of Bills.

Mr. J. HEONEY (without notice) asked
the Premier:

As the Alsatian Dog Act Amendment
Bill, which was introduced by a private
member last night, takes precedence on
today's notice paper over the Health Act
Amendment Bill (No. 3) which I intro-
duced in October, does he think that the
measure dealing with Alsatian dogs is
more important to the Government than
that dealing with what is known as the
dust nuisance, which affects many people
throughout the State?

The PREMIER replied:
All Bills on the notice paper are Im-

Portant, but I regard any matter affecting
health as more important than one deal-
ing with Alastian dogs.

Mr. J. Hegney: That is not apparent
from the arrangement of the notice paper.

CO-OPERATIVE BULK HANDLING
LTD.

As to Tabling Balance Sheets.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN4 (without notice)

asked the Minister frepresenting the Min-
ister for Agriculture:

As it has been discovered that quite a
number of the annual reports and accounts
of Co-Operative Bulk Handling Ltd., which
should have been laid upon the Table of
this House over the years. have not been
so dealt with, will he make inquiries from
the company regarding those balance
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sheets that have not been submitted and
arrange to have them laid on the Table be-
fore the vote is taken on the Bulk Hand-
ling Act Amendment Bill?

The INISTER FOR LANDS replied:
I cannot commit myself to laying those

documents on the Table before the vote
is taken, but I will make the necessary In-
quiries to see whether the balance sheets
are available. If possible I will make
arrangements for them to be laid on the
Table of the House.

BILL-PLANT DISEASES ACT
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

BON. J. T. TONKIN (Melville) (2.15]:
As this is necessary complementary leg-
islation I raise no objection to it but I
desire to ask for your ruling, Mr. Speaker.
on one aspect of it.

Point of Order.

Mlon. J. T. Tonkin: It seems to me Mr.
Epeaker. that this Bill actually imposes
a tax upon the people and, if that is
so, I do not think it can be initiated
In another place. I would ask the
Minister whether that aspect was inquired
into and considered by the Crown Law
Department. In the light of what the
Minister said when introducing the meas-
ure, and according to the wording of the
Bill, it seems to me that this Is the meas-
ure which imposes the tax.

Mr. Speaker: It is quite in order under
the Constitution Act.

The Minister for Lands: The two meas-
ures were considered by the Crown La6w
Department and I can assure the member
for Melville that in the opinion of that
department the Bill is quite in order.
When I inquired about this measure, I was
informed that the other BIll must be
passed by this House before that auth-
orising the fee was introduced.

Mr. Speaker: For the information of
the member for Melville. Section 46 (1) of
the Constitution Act states--

Bills appropriating revenue or
moneys or imposing taxation, shall
not originate in the Legislative Coun-
cil; but a Bill shall not be taken to
appropriate revenue or moneys, or to
impose taxation, by reason only of its
containing Provisions for the imposi-
tion or appropriation of fines or other
pecuniary penalties, or for the de-
mand of payment or appropriation of
fees for licenses, or fees for registra-
tion or other services under the Bill.

Those are the words on which I have given
my ruling.

Debate Resumed.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

DILL-WESTERN AUSTRALIAN
MARINE ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

BON. J. B. SLEElVAN (Fremantle)
(2.20]: I am not in favour of this Bill
and I do not think it should have been
necessary to introduce it. I believe that
we should show preference to Britishers
and British workmen, and while I have
nothing against Dutchmen-I believe they
make good migrants-! do not think we
should give them preference over our own
people. We have the spectacle of our
own ships being tied up. after costing
us a considerable sum of money to pur-
chase, and our own seamen walking
around unemployed. That has been the
case at F'remantle, Bunbury and Albany
over the last few months. Apparently,
according to the Minister, those seamen
are not to be given consideration.

These boats will be in charge of Dutch
officers and manned by Dutch crews and
it Is not right that these people should
get work while our own people are uin-
employed. The Minister also said that
vessels operating within three miles of
the coast are subject to the Marine Act.
But that applies only to some vessels.
For instance, the Marine Act does not
cover whalers if they are operating within
three miles of the coast. It a member
of this House could take out a whaler,
even though he did not have the neces-
sary certificates, nothing could be done
about it. But there are certain require-
ments as regards the captains of dredges.
They must have what is known as a har-
bour and river certificate which is com-
monly called around the ports, "a mud
ticket'. These Dutch captains wml not
need to have a ticket such as that, and
they will be competing against their own
people who are In possession of the neces-
sary certificates.

If we must have a Bill of this descrip-
tion, there should be some clause in it
to exempt these Dutch captains provided
they have certificates equivalent to those
held by our own People who are doing
a similar Job. Why should we have to
Import Dutchmen to do this work? We
are being constantly told that there is
a shortage of funds for doing this, that
and the other thing, but we should at
least Provide employment for our own
people before we Import Dutch workmen.
The Minister complained about calling
Dutchmen "aliens." I do not think there
is anything insulting about that, If we
go to any other country we are called
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aliens and I can remember Sir Charles
Latham, when he was Leader of the Op-
position, going abroad. He told me that
wherever he went In America they used
to say "Forward alien Latham" and he
had to step forward. If a person is not
a native of a particular country he Is
known as an alien and there is nothing
insulting about the term. So I cannot
see why the Minister should object. We
should try to see that our own men and
our own ships are used and, if that can-
not be done, some clause should be in-
serted in the Bill to ensure that these
people have equivalent qualifications to
our own men, if they are doing the same
sort of job.

M. LAWRENCE (South Fremantle)
[2.24]: 1 support the member for Fre-
mantle in his views on this measure. The
only reason the Bill has been introduced
was outlined by the Minister in his second
reading speech. When the Minister re-
plies, I would like him to let us know why
this dredging contract was let outside Aus-
tralia and why our own local dredges were
not used. The "Sir James Mitchell" is
quite capable of doing the work of dredg-
ig the Success and Parmelia banks, but
apparently it was not considered.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: It is tied up in
Albany.

Mr. LAWRENCE: There are other small
dredges that could have helped with the
work, but apparently that aspect of the
situation was not considered either. This
State spent a considerable sum of money
in purchasing the "Sir James Mitchell"
and now that vessel is tied up at Albany
doing nothing, and the crew are walking
around looking for jobs which at the mo-
ment are hard to get. The unemployment
aspect looms large in this question because
at Albany, Bunbury and F'remantle men
qualified and capable of doing this work
are unemployed and work is to be given
to Dutch workmen.

As the member for Fremantle pointed
out, it is the duty of the Government, and
all of us, to see that our own people, if
they are capable and want to do the work.
are given employment to the exclusion of
aliens. In his introductory remarks the
Minister said that the crews would be all
Dutch. Even if the officers--that is the
engineers, captains and other officers--
have to be Dutch, why is it necessary to
have Dutch crews? These Dutchmen could
easily be sent back to Holland and our
own local men given employment. Like
the member for Fremantle, I believe that
there should be some provision in the Bim
to ensure that the standard of work of
the Dutch crews is equal to the standard
of work of our own Australians. I op-
pose the Bill.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Ron. V.
Doney-Narrogin-in reply) [2.271: The
time to have raised these objections was
way back when this proposition was first
considered.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: We did and nobody
took any notice of us.

The CHIEF? SECRE TATRY: If no notice
was taken then, the matter might as well
be allowed to drop because it would have
been easier then to agree to the bon. mem-
ber's point of view than it is now.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: That is a queer
sort of policy.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Surely the
hon. member would not expect us to adopt
his suggestion now. Both members who
have spoken have the idea that the "Sir
James )Mitchell" should be used on this
job, the three small dredges used to as-
sist, and the Dutchmen sent back home.
I do not see a great deal of commonsense
In that view. In any case, the "Sir James
Mitchell" will be used at Fremantle.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Hear, hear!
The CIEF SECRETARY: I am

distinguishing between Fremantle and
Swinana.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: When will it be
used?

The CHIEF? SECRETARY: According
to the information I have, the "Sir James
Mitchell" is likely to be used at Fremantle
and it is conceivable too-

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: The machinery has
been covered with grease.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: -that one
and possibly two of the dredges may be
used as accessories to the dredges being
brought from oversea. To the best of
my knowledge Dutch dredges are being
used on jobs in the Eastern States.

The Minister for Education: And what
about the price?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is a
point too. The price we are paying under
the contract now under consideration is
3s. 2d. a yard and prices from local sources
have been as high as 9s. 7d. a yard. No
one would pay 9s. 7d. if there was an op-
portunity of getting the same work done
for 3s. 2d.. which Is near to the ruling
price throughout the world at the present
time.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Do you stand for
scab labour?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I stand fm~
commonsense and fair play on the matter
under discussion. The member for Fre-
mantle has said that the Dutchmen should
not have been given preference. In this
case, it is merely preference for a lower
price and with the sole idea that the job
will be done well, and I understand that
a branch of this firm is doing similar
work Particularly well in the Eastern
States.
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Mr. Lawrence' What is your policy; The CHIEF SECRETARY: Passed to
eheap labour?

The Attorney General: No, efficiency.
Mr. Lawrence: Rubbish!
The Attorney General: No, the nation's

efficiency.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: The mem-

ber for Fremantle would do precisely the
same if he had a job to be done and he
advertised for applications from contrac-
tors to do it. What would he do? He
would select the best man to do the work
at the cheapest possible rate.

Mr. Lawrence: On the Minister's argu-
ment, he would select Indonesians to do It.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That may
be the hon. member's opinion, but it Is
not mine. Despite the objections raised,
I maintain that nothing can be done at
this late hour in regard to the matter.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Chief

Secretary in charge of the Bill.
Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Section 17 amended:
Hon. J. T. TONKIN; When the Minis-

ter was replying to the debate on the
second reading he said it was Proposed to
use the dredge "Sir James Mitchell" at
Fremantle, and by interjection I asked,
"When," but the Minister either did not
hear me or did not want to hear me.

The Chief Secretary: No, I did not hear
the hon. member.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: When is it pro-
posed to use this dredge at Fremantle?
My information is that it has been tied
up for 12 months, and the men were told
to take out certain parts of the machinery
and grease them for laying up purposes.
If it is intended that those arrangements
shall not stand, I think we are entitled
to know when it is proposed to use the
"Sir James Mitchell" at F'remantle.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I cannot
answer this from my own knowledge, but
I will obtain the information from the
Minister for Works.

The Minister for Works: It was pro-
posed to use the "Sir James Mitchell" at
Fremantle, and that will be done when
money is available.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: On what
particular work?

The Minister for Works: On dredging
in the harbour.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
know whether the member for Melville
heard the Minister's answer.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Yes, I did, and it
puts an entirely different complexion on
the matter.

me in a whisper and then passed to the
hon. member through me, I think it is
substantially correct.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Anyone who be-
lieves that that is the answer the Minister
previously gave will believe anything, be-
cause he gave the impression that nobody
should worry about the "Sir James
Mitchell" being tied up as it is pro-
posed to use it at Fremantle in the near
future. Now, according to the Minister
for Works, it will be used at Fremantle
when money is available. Money has been
made available according to the Loan
Estimates for expenditure on the Fre-
mantle Harbour this year. Therefore,
money is available. The statement is
far too nebulous for anybody. I think the
plain fact is that it is not proposed to use
this dredge at Fremantle for the Present
plan because it has been definitely laid
up. As the member for Fremantle and
the member for South Fremantle have
said, this has been done at a time when
an oversea firm has been given the con-
tract for work that this State should have
done. I would remind the Government
that the "Sir James Mitchell" was speci-
ally built for harbour dredging work. A
special contract was let and a great song
was made at the time about how unsuit-
able it would be for the Job. This is not
the first time this has been done. For ex-
ample, the "Lobnitz" that was to do
rock-breaking work at Bunbury has also
been laid up for some time.

The Minister for Works: Who was re-
sponsible for getting that going?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That has nothing
to do with the question. This Govern-
ment said it was going to use the "Lob-
nitz" for breaking rock at Sunbury.

The Minister for Works: In the same
way as the previous Government intended.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: When I pointed
out that it was unsuitable and that the
men working on it had said that it was
giving a lot of trouble, the Minister denied
that and said that eventually it would
be used for the purpose for which it was
taken to Sunbury.

The Minister for Works: It may be
used.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: When?
The Minister for Works: It will be used.
Hon. 3. T. TONKIN: That Is another of

those answers that are nebulous.
The Minister for Works: It is an efficient

rock-breaker, but it is working in difficult
clay, as the hon. member knows.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The fact is that it
just would not do the work and, when I
persisted with my question, the Minister
kept on saying that it was all right.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member cannot discuss the "Lobnitz" under
this clause.
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Hon. J. T. TONKIN: When the Govern-
ment said that It had to go outside the
State to bring in these other dredges, it
said that after it had previously stated that
the facilities we have are suitable for the
work. I raised the matter after the "Sir
James Mitchell" came here. She was sup-
posed to be suitable for work in F'remantle
Harbour. but when the dredge was used it
was found that she was unsuitable. But I
was still assured that she was eminently
suitable and she was sent to Albany, but
we now find that she has been tied up for
an indefinite Period. At the same time we
are engaging someone else to bring dredg-
ing facilities from elsewhere. Will the
cost of retaining the "Sir James Mitchell"
at Albany-and, in addition, while she is
idle-be charged against the Albany har-
bour works? She was taken to Albany to
do a certain job and the cost, no doubt.
will be charged against that job.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member cannot continue discussing the
Albany works.

Hon. 3. T. TONKIN: You have let me
go longer than I expected You would, Mr.
Chairman.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: The more I hear
of this proposal, the less I like it. I think
we should do something for our own people.
I move an amendment-

That all words commencing from the
word "authorising" in line 3 of pro-
posed new paragraph (xviii) down to
and including the word "Act" in line
11 be struck out.

It seems to me that the Government is
in favour of giving this work to people from
outside our State. It has brought a dredge
to the State specially for the harbour
works at Albany, and now it is prepared
to tie it up and leave it lying idle.

The Attorney General: It is prepared
to do that by letting the work out at half
the price.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: What was the
price?

The Attorney General: The hon. member
has just heard the price from the Chief
Secretary.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: What was the
price? The Attorney General sticks his
neck out when he knows nothing about
the subject. He does not know the price
of either of them.

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: The Minister for
Prices does not know the price of any-
thing.

Hon. J. B. SLEEM4AN: I know the Dutch
people cleared a nice little Poultice from
Albany. There is too much reference to
the Eastern States and what they are doing
there. We are not concerned with what
they are doing; we want to look after our
own business. Something should be done
to see that work Is provided for the local

men. If the contract has been let, signed,
sealed and delivered and the two dredges-
one from Newcastle and the other from
Holland-are to come here, then let us
employ our own crew: let us not have a
Dutch crew. I do not think anybody would
disagree with that. We have experienced
men walking around doing nothing and.
when we ask for them to be employed, the
Government says no funds are available.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If the amend-
ment of the member for Premantle is
accepted it would, of course, destroy the
entire Bill and set the Kwinana, job back
for a very long time. I cannot see very
much commonsense in what the hon.
member sets out to do. Surely he wants
the job done, or does he want a delay of
five, six or seven months?

Ron. J. B. Sleeman: There will not be
a delay of five, six or seven months.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: At short
notice I am not prepared to say what
delay there is likely to be, but I will say
that if the hon. member persists in his
amendment he does not know his re-
sponsibllty to that part of the State. I
oppose the amendment.

Mr. HILL: I have heard so much said
about the work of the "Sir James Mitchell."

The CHAIRMAN: Order!I The hion.
member cannot discuss that.

Mr. HILL: Very well, I will discuss the
question of employing Dutch labour. We
have heard about the number of hours a
day the people over here work but the
Dutch people work 22 hours a day. If a
Job Is done successfully we should employ
the people who are likely to do it most
successfully. The Dutch people are the
most successful dredgers. When I was
in Melbourne the man in charge of the
dredges there was a Dutchman. We have
a dredge on the Swan River and the
machinery was built in Holland. I think
the Government should be congratulated
in trying to get Dutch people to do this
work. I am anxious to see Australians
employed, but they would not be able to
do it at the same cost as the Dutch people
could. I oppose the amendment.

Mr. LAWRENCE: As the debate pro-
gresses more light is thrown on the mat-
ter. particularly when we consider the
statements of the Chief Secretary and the
Minister for Works. The Minister in
charge of the Bill, because of his lack of
knowledge in the matter, had to refer the
question to another Minister.

The Chief Secretary: What is wrong
with that?

Mr. LAWRENCE: I will tell the Chief
Secretary. He said specifically that it "is"
intended to use the "Sir James Mitchell"
on the Fremantle harbour.

The Chief Secretary: That is the in-
tention.
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Mr. LAWRENCE: But when 'we get an
answer from the Minister for Works we
find the word "is" is substituted by the
word "was"; it "was" Intended. This
conveys to me a change of plan.

The Minister for Works: Simply be-
cause of a cut in Loan Funds.

The Chief Secretary: Which will not
last forever.

Mr. LAWRENCE: Those same cuts in
Loan Funds have caused the unemploy-
ment of the men who have serviced and
worked those dredges. As the member for
Melville has pointed out this dredge-

The Minister for Lands: Mr. Chairman,
the hon. member is discussing the "Sir
James Mitchell." You would not allow
the member for Albany that privilege, Sir.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must confine his remarks to the employ-
ment of Dutch workers.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: How long has the
Minister for Lands been Chairman?

The Minister for Lands: Never you
mind.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. LAWRENCE: Because of the policy
of the Government our local people will
be out of work. The member for Albany
has stated that the best dredgers are
Dutchmen and the best workers Dutch
workers. I disagree. I also disagree with
the Attorney General when he said the
tender was let to a Dutch firm because
efficiency was required. I do not know
whether the member for Albany is pre-
pared to say to the men in his district
that they are not as good workers or as
efficient as the Dutch. However, I intend
to make that public in Fremantle; also
the fact that our workers have been ex-
cluded because the Government wants
Dutch labour. In reply to the Chief
Secretary I would say that we want this
scheme to go ahead-that was our senti-
ment-but we also want it to be known
that we desire our own people to be em-
ployed.

Mr. Yates: Was not this the result of
tenders being called?

Mr. LAWRENCE: This was pointed out
to the Government when the Bill dealing
with the Swinana refinery was before the
House, but the Government refused to
take any notice. It did not allow consid-
eration to be given to the "Sir James
Mitchell" or the other dredges.

The Attorney General: The "Sir James
Mitchell" would not be as efficient as the
big Dutch dredge.

Mr. LAWRENCE: The Attorney General
would not know anything about the
matter.

The Attorney General: Evidently you
do not.

Mr. LAWRENCE: That shows the atti-
tude of the Government, but I may in-
form the Attorney General that I spent
two years on a dredge. Australian dredge
crews are quite as efficient as Dutch
crews.

The Attorney General: I did not suggest
they were not.

Mr. LAWRENCE: The Attorney General
implied it. He said the Government had
arranged for the work to be done by the
Dutch because it wanted efficiency. Even
if there were a Dutch master and a Dutch
engineer, what would be wrong with em-
ploying an Australian crew?

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment and

the report adopted.
Read a third time and transmitted to

the Council.

BILL-MEDICAL ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

BON. E. NULSEN (Eyre) [2.53]: 1 am
glad that this measure has been Intro-
duced because it will afford greater scope
and give additional concessions to new
Australian medical practitioners in the
regional and ancillary services. It is pro-
posed that after those doctors have been
in Western Australia for three years, they
may sit for examination, and thus some
of those bright, enthusiastic and ambitious
young men who have had experience will
be afforded an earlier opportunity to be-
come qualified.

I concede that those doctors who have
come here from foreign countries should
serve an apprenticeship to enable them
to become acquainted wit the psychology
of our people, and a fair apprenticeship
would be the three years proposed in
the Bill. Examiners may be appointed by
the Medical Board, but If there is a re-
fusal for any reason to act in that capa-
city, examiners may be obtained from
the medical faculty of a university. Suf-
ficient safeguards are provided to protect
the public, and also to protect the medi-
cal profession, not only in this State but
also in other Parts of Australia. I am
satisfied that the B.MA. has considered
the matter carefully, and the fact of its
having acceded to the request of the Min-
ister is sufficient Proof that it has viewed
the proposal favourably.

Under the Act of 1945. Provision was
made for new Australian doctors to serve
in regional and ancillary services for seven
years and, if they then proved satisfactory,
they could practise anywhere. This Bill
will prove helpful in that such doctors
who have had experience Will be able to
sit for examination after three years and
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prove their ability to maintain the high
standard of the medical profession in Aus-
tralia, because it has reached a reasonably
high standard.

I think a little more discretion might
have been allowed in respect to a person
who may have been born in a British
colony, is able to speak English fluently
and has qualified in a country other than
one of those approved by the medical pro-
fession. Such a person may have attended
a university in England, Scotland or Ire-
land, or even in India, and a concession
in the shape of a lesser period than three
years in which he could qualify might
well be provided. The Minister should be
able to exercise some discretion In that
direction. Such a person should be given
an opportunity to prove his ability before
a board of examiners, and probably pro-
vision could be made to meet such a case
under this measure.

The Minister for Health: If there were
no reciprocity with that country, what
would you do?

Hon. E. NULSEN: It might be possible
to arrange for reciprocity. If a person
is fully qualified and understands the
English language, some additional con-
sideration might be extended to him as
against a man who might be qualified
but lacks knowledge of the English
language and does not understand our
environment and outlook. Such a doctor
should serve a longer apprenticeship. I
support the second reading.

MRl. PERKINS (Roe) [2.591: This Bill
will effect a considerable improvement
to the present law relating to doctors
who have been licensed to practise
under the regional provisions of the Act,
but I am disappointed that the Minister
has not seen fit to make the Bill a little
more flexible. The Bill provides that, irre-
spective of the doctor's qualifications, if
he does not happen to come within the
framework of the Act which entitles him
to automatic registration, he must serve
three years in a region before he can even
apply for examination to determine
whether he is suitable for registration or
not.

The position can arise that someone of
British descent, the same as any of us in
this Chamber, who may have obtained his
medical degree at an Indian university or
some other university that is not recog-
nised by our Act, someone who speaks the
English language the same as we do, can
come to this State and yet be refused regis-
tration. That can occur at the same time
that areas in this State are not able to
obtain a medical practitioner at all.

A case has arisen recently where one of
these doctors, a man of British descent,
who happened to qualify at the Madras
University, came here just after the Medi-
cal Act was amended and so missed auto-

matic registration by a few months; and
because of the provisions of the Act, he
can only practise in a region for a period
of up to seven years. This Bill will reduce
that period to three years. The measure
provides no power for the Medical Board
or the Minister to exercise discretion in
favour of that individual. According to
reports by specialists in the city, the work
of this man when he was serving in one of
our large hospitals was very good indeed.

Hon. E. Nulsen: Is he a white man?
Mr. PERKINS: He is Just the same as

you and 1. He speaks the language the
same as any other Australian or English-
man and the reports I have bad from
specialists are to the effect that there is
no danger whatsoever in registering an
individual such as that.

The Attorney General: No American
could be registered either.

Mr. Rodoreda: Does he want to practise
in the city?

Mr. PERKINS: No, in the country. He
is practising there at present. But the
tragedy is that although he is a very com-
petent medical man at present, if he is
isolated in one of these country practices
where he has the least opportunity to
maintain contact with other members of
the profession and keep himself up to date
in developments in medical science, then
perhaps In three years' time it may be diffi-
cult for him to pass an examination as
satisfactorily as he could pass it when he
has had the advantage of working In one
of our large hospitals and being right up
to date with the developments in medical
science. This man has been a British Army
doctor. He served three years as a medi-
cal officer in the British Army. I refer to
this case because others could arise and
I think the Minster should agree to make
whatever amendment is necessary to the
Bill in order to provide a discretionary
power in favour of such individuals. I do
not suggest that the registration should
be automatic, but I consider that the three-
year period before they can apply to be
examined by the appropriate body could
be dispensed with.

The Attorney General: Would you say
that with regard to Americans and
Canadians?

Mr. PERKINS: I do not care where they
come from.

The Attorney General: You would give
reciprocity to other countries whether they
give it to Australia or not?

Mr. PERKINS: I am not worrying about
the reciprocity angle.

The Attorney General: This is recipro-
city.

Mr. PERKINS: The point I am con-
cerned about is that some of our rural areas
are unable to obtain medical service at all
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and they should not be denied such ser- number of medical men in this State and
vice. What the Minister alms to do is to
put one of these men in cold storage so
that he can practice only in a limited
area. He cannot even give an anaesthetic
for a neighbouring medical practitioner if
the Bill goes through in its present form.

Hon. E. Nulsen: Unless he has served
seven years.

Mr. PERKINS: Yes. What is the sense
in wasting three or seven years of that
man's life when he is qualified at present?
There is no doubt whatever that the Indi-
vidual of whom I am speaking is qualified
for registration. It is a question of reci-
procity between our university and a uni-
versity somewhere else. I agree that that
is important, but I do not think we should
deny the opportunity to people in some of
our distant areas to have a medical service.

The Minister for Health: But we are
not doing so. We have more men than
we can place.

Mr. PERKINS: I am afraid the Minister
is not aware of the position when she says
that.

The Minister f or Health: I know that
one is working on a whaling station be-
cause we did not know where to put him.

Mr. PERKINS: There has been great
difficulty in getting medical Practitioners
to fill some of these practices. I do not
see any point in passing a Bill which is
liable to be administered for the particu-
lar benefit of the medical Profession. That
could easily occur. We should see that
opportunity is given, if suitable people are
available, to medical services being pro-
vided where they are needed, and we should
make provision for some latitude to be
exercised in favour of people such as the
man I have mentioned. If the Minister is
prepared to give an undertaking to
examine the position and attempt to over-
come the anomaly, I am prepared to let
it go at that. If not, it is necessary that
some amendment should be made to the
Bill at the Committee stage.

MR. NEEDHAM (North Perth) (3.81:
While I admit that this Bill is a move
In the right direction, I think the member
for Roe has put his finger on a very weak
spot. With him, I consider that the Min-
ister should have discretion in particular
cases. We know that for many years there
have been in Australia men from Europe
and other parts of the world who are pos-
sessed of eminent medical and surgical
qualifications; but owing to our medical
laws, we have been unable to avail our-
selves of their skill, and that during the
period when there was a considerable
dearth of medical men not only in West-
em Australia but in all parts of the Com-
monwealth. I venture to say that that
dearth has not yet been overcome and
that there is still room for an additional

in other States. While I realise the Im-
portance of reciprocity, I think that the
welfare of the community at large is of
equal importance.

Mr. Perkins: Hear, hear!

Mr. NEED)HAM: I have every respect for
the high standard of our medical profession
and the high qualifications of its members
in this State and throughout the Common-
wealth, but I realise that many of the men
who have come to our shores since the
commencement of World War 11 also pos-
sess very eminent medical and surgical
qualifications. Some of them have
practised in large hospitals in many
centres of Europe. It is wrong to per-
petuate a system of reciprocity when we
have men amongst us who are capable of
administering to the wants of our people
during periods of ill health. The sugges-
tion made by the member for Roe is
worthy of consideration. It is wrong that
a man should have to wait for three years
before being able to apply for registra-
tion, if he has the qualifications which
the Medical Act demands. We know there
have been several Instances of men having
these qualifications.

Like the member for Roe, I do not want
to lessen the period during which a man
must wait before he can apply for registra-
tion, but I would like the Medical Board
to have some power or discretion to de-
cide that in cases of exceptional merit or
qualification the period could be shortened.
Many people in the outback are waiting
for medical attention, and if what the
hon. member suggests were done, they
would have a greater chance of being at-
tended to. I submit in all sincerity that
the Minister could pay attention to what
the member for Roe has said with a view
to amending the clause in question so as
to give the Medical Board more discretion.

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
Dame Florence Cardell-Oliver--Subiaco-
in reply) [3.13]: I wish to reply to the
member for Roe because this is something
I know quite a lot about. I do not imply
that I do not always know something
about the Questions I speak on, but this
happens to be one very near to my heart.
The hon. member has said that if we al-
lowed the particular man about whom he
spoke to practise, the outback areas would
be able to get another medical man. I
say quite definitely that he is speaking of
a certain doctor-I will not give his name,
but we both know who he is. I have in-
vestigated the position, and I know this
person is an excellent man. But the point
is that in the ares to which the hon. mem-
ber was referring there was an excellent
doctor a little while ago. I know this be-
cause I was there. The doctor had poor
housing accommodation, so he would not
stay.
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Mr. Perkins: He had a rental home, the
same as the Housing Commission pro-
vides for anyone else.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: It was
not what was wanted. The point is that
another doctor who is quite good has gone
there as a regional man. I have gone to
no end of trouble to have this period
varied from seven years to three years.
I had a member of the other House, who
is a medical man, help me in drafting the
Bill.

Mr. Perkins: He is not happy about the
Bill as it is now.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: He
changes his mind, as men do so often, and
I1 am fairly well tired of them. I shall read
a few extracts to convince the hon. mem-
ber that what I said is right. First
of all I approached the B.M.A. on the
question, and this is the answer I received.

In spite of the fact that this legis-
lation was introduced as a war-time
measure of a temporary nature, we
agree that its continuance may serve
the interests of some regions where
the present salary and conditions
offered fail to attract our own Aus-
tralian doctors or graduates from
British universities; nevertheless all
must agree that it is in the interests
of the people living in those regions.
and indeed of Australia as a whole.
that the high standard of our medical
practice and of our doctors must be
preserved.

I have nothing against the standards of
the man under discussion. He has a de-
gree from the Madras University, which
he took in 1937. This degree is recognised
by the General Medical Council of Great
Britain. The South Australian and
Queensland Medical Acts recognise any
degree which is accepted by the General
Medical Council of Great Britain. I be-
lieve this particular man was advised to
go on to South Australia or Queensland
where he could be registered if he wished
to remain in Australia, but he did not
wish to go.

Mr. Perkins: And leave one of our
country areas without a doctor at all.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
district would not have been left without
a doctor. One of our own men who has
been working on the whaling station could
not get a place to go to. which he liked, and
which would provide him with sufficient
money to allow him to live as he desired.
The Indian Medical Council does not ac-
cept Australian degrees except those of
the Adelaide University if granted prior
to the 1st April, 1942, and the Melbourne
University if granted prior to lst Novem-
ber, 1937. Therefore this man from an
Indian university could have gone on to
Adelaide but it is doubtful whether he
would have been allowed to practise In
Melbourne. The Bombay and Ceylon uni-

versities are not controlled by the Indian
Medical Council, but they enjoy full re-
ciprocity only with New South Wales;
not with us.

If the hon. member will recall, in 1950
I brought down a Bill to alter the condi-
tions of registration to allow only those.
men who had obtained their degrees
through certain Australian, New Zealand
and British universities to come to West-
ern Australia. That was done Purposely
because we were getting into the country
men whom we did not think were suffi-
ciently qualified. Members know that
the laws of India are very different from
ours. If a man qualifies In India he may
be able to practise as a doctor there but
may not be able to sign a death certificate
because he is not qualified to do so. This
applies even to those who have qualified
in some of the good Indian universities.

There is no reciprocity between India and
us at Present. I remember going to Can-
ada on one occasion before I came to
Australia, and my husband could not
Practise there although he was a well-
qualified London man. It was necessary
to pass another examination in Canada
and pay a fair sum of money, before
being permitted to practise there. We
do not allow Americans here. There are
People from many countries who cannot
come into Australia, or Western Aus-
tralia, to practise because they have not
passed through any of the universities
we have declared they should pass
through. I have been to the district of
the member for Roe, and I know he badly
wants a medical man there. I am also
aware that the member for Pilbara needs
a medical man badly in his area. But
the point is that it is difficult to get men
to go to these places because the re-
muneration is not sufficient and the living
conditions are not what they want.

With respect to Pilbara, when I was
in New South Wales I went to the trouble
of interviewing the company there that
is interested in the Wittenoom Gorge pro-
ject to see whether we could arrange, by
the Government and the company guar-
anteeing up to £2,000 a year, for a doctor
to go there, but we have not been able
to get one so far. Doctors will not go
to these places unless they can get not
only sufficient money, but also sufficient
work and good living conditions. If a
man is a good doctor, he wants work
as well as money. I do not say that in
Narenibeen. where this Particular doctor
whom we have been discussing is going.
will not get work, because I think he will,
but on the other hand he Is guaranteed
a sufficient amount of money under the
regional scheme.

The hon. member says this doctor is
a wonderful man, and could easily pass
In the three Years if he wished to, but
what would he do if he Passed? Would
he stay in Narembeen? Not on your
life! He would come to St. George's Ter-
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race, and the hon. member would be look-
ing for another doctor, perhaps of lower
qualifications. This measure would allow
a doctor who was sufficiently keen an
staying in Australia to get through an
examination in three years. after which
he could practise in St. Georges Terrace
or anywhere else in the State, and that
Is a great concession.

Mr. Perkins: Why will you not allow
some discretion? If the doctor is already
qualified, why keep him in a regional
hospital for three years? He cannot even
sit for the examination in that time.

The MIN1ISTER FOR HEALTH: These
doctors must be examined by the medical
faculty of any university approved by the
Board of Examiners. Are we to allow
a man to practise, by a majority vote in
this House, when we know nothing about
the medical profession? A little while ago
some 400 refugee doctors were sent from
Europe to Canada. Three hundred of
them were interviewed and carefully
screened, after which they were placed in
hospitals for a year's experience. At the
end of that time 175 were considered
competent to sit for the licensing exam-
ination and -of that number 167 actually
sat. Of them, only 86 were successful in
passing, even at the third or fourth at-
tempt.

The greatest sympathy, care and op-
portunity were afforded that group of,
doctors In Canada and yet the results
were as I have said. We have in this
State many medical men from Europe who
say they are qualified and if we give con-
cessions to this particular man, we must
give concessions to others. Although I
am sympathetic towards this particular
doctor, I say it would be wrong for this
Parliament to make concessions for one
man.

I know that same of these men from
Europe are wonderfully well qualified but
I also know that during the war and the
blitz their training and their universities
went to pieces, following which many of
them went to other countries saying, "We
have the qualifications," although they did
not have the qualifications that we, in
this country, would consider sufficient
for a man who was to go even into the
outback areas. I might add that It Is in
the outback areas that we want the best
men, and not in the metropolitan area
where one has a choice of dozens of
doctors.

Mr. Graham:, Would not such a man be
better than no doctor at anl?

The MIISTER FOR HEALTH: I do
not know. Although a man may have a
degree, he may still be a very poor doctor
and one might be better off without him.
Under the laws of this State we have laid
down that a doctor must have certain
qualifications through certain universities
and I can assure members that within

two years--perhaps even within a few
months-we will have more of our own
medical men than we will be able to place.

I know of one doctor who has lately
been working at the whaling station and
another at Onslow who would not stay
there because he could not get sufficient
work. He said he was working only about
two hours a day and consequently would
not stay In any country where he could
not get sufficient work. A medical man
who is truthful and honest, as most of
them are, wants plenty of work as well as
remuneration. I repeat that in the near
future we will have at least as many Aus-
trallan medical men available as we want.
I1 have told others to inform the doctor
in question that I believe he could prac-
Uise in Adelaide or Queensland, though
not In the other States.

Mr. Perkins: That is not a logical argu-
ment.

The M]NISTER FOR HEALTH:, If I
came here as a qualified medical man and
was told that I could not be registered in
Western Australia, but could practise in
South Australia, I would go there. If we
pass this Bill we will be relieving these
brilliant men-who can easily pass in the
three years-of the necessity of staying
for seven years even in a place as pleas-
ant as Narembeen.
Sitting Suspended from 3.30 to 3.50 p-im.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Mr. Hill in the Chair; the Minister for

Health in charge of the BJil
Clauses 1 and 2-agreed to.
Clause 3--Subsection (2a) added to

Section 11.
Mr. PERKINS: I move an amendment-

That at the end of sub-paragraph
(11) of paragraph (a) of proposed
new Subsection (2a) the following
words be added:

Provided that the Medical Board
in its absolute discretion may re-
duce the period of three Years to
any lesser period considered suf-
ficient."

In view of what r saiL during the secuxj
reading of the Bill, I think the meaning
of the amendment will be perfectly clear
to the Committee. The clause provides
that a medical practitioner appointed to
one of these regions must remain there
for three years before he can apply to be
examined as to his proficiency. The
amendment If accepted will enable the
Medical Board to examine any particular
case and, if it finds he has the necessary
qualifications and can speak the language
fluently and is generally suitable for im-
mediate registration, it can use Its dis-
cretion on his behalf. I do not think the
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amendment is entirely satisfactory in that
the Medical Board may be over cautious
in dealing with some of these cases.

In my opinion, the board is an extremely
conservative body and I have known of at
least one case of a medical practitioner
guilty of conduct which should have
caused him to be de-registered by the
Medical Board but due to its conservatism
it had not taken any action. I am afraid
the same could apply in the other direction
where a case could perhaps be made out
for discretion to be exercised and the board
might be reluctant to exercise it. This Is
the best way I could think of to give it
more flexibility; to enable it to exercise
its discretion. I do not think the Minister
should oppose the amendment as it should
not introduce weaknesses into the Act
but leave the matter entirely in the hands
of the Medical Board. I am only fearful
that the amendment might not go far
enough.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I op-
pose the amendment. The provisions con-
tained In the Bill were considered and fully
discussed by the B.M.A. and the Medical
Board, and they considered that to re-
duce the period from seven Years to three
is as far as they could go. The member for
Roe mentioned a doctor who should have
been de-registered, but that could happen
in any walk of life. There are always
people who do not live up to the oath they
take. I cannot go against the wishes of
my advisers or of the Medical Board and
the .M.A.

Mr. Perkins: The B.M.A. has nothing
to do with it.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
point is that the B.M.A. and the Medical
Board have both agreed to what has been
put forward in the Bill and I think it is
most generous. If the time is reduced It
would not be possible to get men in those
regional areas, but that is not my principal
objection. I must agree with my advisers.

Mr. NEEDHAM: I am surprised that
the Minister will not agree to the amend-
ment. Her refusal to do so implies a
lack of confidence in the Medical Board.
There is nothing mandatory about it for
the amendment merely gives the board
discretion that it will not have under the
Bill. Surely it is not too much to ask
that, if an applicant has sufficient quali-
fications, the Medical Board should use
its discretion as to the period he should
wait. It is merely giving it a little more
flexibility.

The Attorney General: The amend-
ment is against the advice of the Medical
Board.

Mr. Perkins: flow do you know-you
have never asked it.

The Attorney General: It has been
asked.

Mr. NEEDHAM: The refusal of the
Minister and the obstinacy of the Attorney
General indicate a lack of confidence in
the Medical Board.

The Attorney General: This Is the ad-
vice of the Medical Board.

Mr. NEEDHAM: Ali the amendment does
is to give the board discretion to reduce
the period or otherwise, and I think it Is
qualified to exercise that discretion.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I agree with the Bill
entirely and commend the Minister for
bringing it down, but I do not think any
harm would be done by making the board's
position more resilient. The amendment
is not going to make it easier for people to
practise in Western Australia; it will
merely give the board more elasticity and
if it considers a person is particularly
Qualified It will use its discretion accord-
ingly. The Minister is right in not giving
too much away, but the amendment will
merely permit the board to exercise a little
more discretion. It will still be for the
board to say whether a doctor should be

Permitted to sit for examination before
completing the apprenticeship period of
three years. If a qualified doctor were in
a regional district for three years, he would
not get the practice that would be avail-
able to him in the city and might lose
some of his enthusiasm. Under the amend-
ment. only a fully Qualified person would
be able to practise and so the public would
be protected.

Mr. RODOREDA: I hope that the Minis-
ter Is not basing her opposition to the
amendment on the advice of the Attorney
General.

The Minister for Health: I am not.
Mr. RODOREDA: He said that the mat-

ter had been put to the board and that the
board had objected. That does not seem
right because the amendment will leave
the power with the board, and it would be
a good thing to include the amendment
even If it applied to only one ease in a
thousand. I am opposed to the whole prin-
ciple, but I must agree to It because it is
probably the only method by which we can
get doctors to go into country areas. Aus-
tralian doctors will not leave the city. The
Minister said that country districts deserve
the best possible service, but they do not
get it. Apprentices are sent to the country.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I have
a letter from the Medical Board which
reads-

This matter has received the most
careful consideration of the board
and, after all aspects of the subject
had been considered, I was directed to
inform you that the board is of the
opinion that the conditions of the
Medical Act for the seven years'
regional registration should be re-
tained, but that it should be optional
for the regional appointees to submit
to an examination at the end of a
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minimum period of three years with
a view to determining their fitness for
general registration and f or which ex-
amination this board should be em-
powered to designate one of the
Australian medical schools as the ex-
amining body.

I should not like to do anything to disturb
the provisions laid down in the Bill.'

Mr. Rodoreda: That does not deal with
the amendment at all.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes, it
does. A minimum period of three years
has been agreed to with provision for an
examination to determine fitness for
general registration. We do not want to
complicate matters and possibly get the
board up against us. The board must
appoint the examining body.

Mr. Perkins: What has that to do with
the amendment?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Quite a
lot. I cannot accept the amendment.

Mr. PERKINS: What the Minister has
read is not relevant to the'amendment. I
thought the only weakness of the amend-
ment was that it did not go far enough.
The Minister has read certain comments.
but has not attempted to deal with the
case of a man about whose capabilities
there is no question and who is precluded
from practising because the degrees he
holds are not recognised under our legis-
lation. Some country areas cannot obtain
doctors, and surely it is wrong for our
legislation to debar from practising indivi-
duals who are capable of giving good ser-
vice!

The Attorney General: They are not
prevented. They can practise in a regional
area.

Mr. PERKINS: I have pointed out the
difficulties that arise under our regional
legislation. If a man needed some further
period of training, there might be reason
for the objection, but if a fully trained
man is sent to a regional area, he has
minimum contact with his brother doctors
and cannot even give an anaesthetic or
work with the local doctor, and it would
be harder for him to pass a qualifying
examination after three Or seven years
than It would be at present. The difficul-
ties this can cause In the area can be very
great. For instance, one of these men goes
to a region where there are two or three
other doctors within a distance of 20 or
30 miles. The normal thing, when an
anaesthetic is to be administered, Is for
one doctor to assist his neighbour in that
respect, so that there are two doctors pre-
sent at the operation. How can a6 regional
doctor expect his neighbour to help him
In that way If he cannot reciprocate? Simi-
larly, his neighbour might wish to go away
to the city for some reason.

How could the regional doctor expect
that man to help himn in that way if he
in turn could not look after the neighbour's

Practice in his absence? This was emer-
gency legislation, and it was appropriate
for Parliament to safeguard the public by
seeing that the way was not left open for
the registration of people who were not
fully qualified. But I know of one instance
--and there may be others, and others
could arise-in which there Is no question
as to the capabilities of the man concerned,
but he is precluded from registration be-
cause of the degree he holds. Yet had
he come here three or four years ago he
would have been registered without any
question.

Surely, in those circumstances, we are
not doing very much harm when we give
the Medical Board the discretion to decide
'whether It will reduce the statutory Period
of three years! The Minister is not logical
In her opposition to the amendment. Cer-
tainly we are doing nothing to embarrass
the Medical Board, because all we are say-
ing is that whereas the Hill provides that
it cannot, even if it so desires, reduce the
statutory period, it should be given dis-
cretion to reduce the period if that Is
thought desirable. There is nothing revolu-
tionary in that, and I can see no reason
for the Minister's opposition.

Hon. E. NULSEN: The amendment will
not alter the policy of the board, which
can still make the minimum three years.
But If there is an extraordinary case where
Qualifications exist and the board thinks
that the person concerned can prove it
before the three years have expired, it will
have the power to reduce the period.

The Attorney General: What kind of
pressure would be exerted? Would the
board not be obliged to do it in every case?

Hon. E. NULSEN: No.
The Attorney General: Of course it

would! How could it justify not doing
so?

Hon. E. NULSEN: It depends on the
board. I do not think much pressure
would be put upon it. I agree with the
Minister that not only should the public
be protected but also the profession.

The Attorney General: This is not
protecting them.

Hon. E. NUtSEN: The members of the
board are very intelligent and determined
men. There Is no reason why they should
break away from the policy because some
individual wants to be examined before
the three years have expired. But if they
feel that a certain man should have full
registration before the three years the
amendment will give them that power.

Mr. READ: I feel that the Minister
could accept this amendment. It makes
no difference to the qualification required
of the medical man or to the period of three
years, but it gives the examining board
discretion to place a particularly brilliant
man in some position in less than three
years. I do not think the board would
take exception to this proposal.
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Mr. Griffith: The board could not
direct him once he had passed his exam-
ination.

Mr. READ: The amendment does not
interfere with the qualifications a medi-
cal man must have when he comes before
the board, but it gives the noard the vower
to allow a man to. apply under three
years.

Mr. GRIhTH: I am in sympathy
with the amendment because I can see
the mover's idea is to get medical men
into the country. However, I think no-
body will deny that, while there is a
shortage of medical men in the country,
there are any number of them in the city.
Once a man has become qualified, the
board has no right to direct him where
he shall go. If a doctor from a foreign
country is here for six weeks, makes a
request to be examined, and passes the
examination, I venture to suggest that the
Medical Board would have no right to
direct him where he should go. He
could be a regional doctor in the dis-
trict represented by the member for Roe.
He could be there for six weeks, pass an
examination, and then move from the
country and set up as a specialist In
Perth, and that would defeat the object of
the amendment. It would bring people
back to the city.

Mr. Read: The whole Bill is doing that.
Mr. GRIFFTrH: No. At least the Bill

will keep them there for three years and
they can practise as regional doctors.

The ATT'ORNIEY GENERAL: There is
one aspect to which I think consideration
should be given. As the Minister for
Health has said, she has consulted the
B.M.A.. which naturally feels it is en-
titled to protect Its own interests. It Is
well known that certain countries will not
allow Australian doctors to practise. Aus-
tralian doctors cannot practise in Amer-
ica. Therefore, whatever degrees an
American doctor might have, he cannot
practise in Australia because there is no
reciprocity. The same thing applies with
Canada. It is only natural that the medi-
cal profession in Australia does not want
doctors from Canada, America and other
countries practising here while Australian
doctors are not recognised in those
countries. That was the position that
was considered by the doctors when the
Bill was submitted to them by the Minis-
ter, but they gave way and said, "We
will allow any foreign doctor to practise
here if he is a resident for three years and
passes an examination."

Hon. E. Nulsen: They cannot be forced
to hold the examination.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, be-
cause the Medical Board is a Government
institution and must exercise its juris-
diction in a proper way. If a man is
qualified, the board has no right to re-
fuse him.

Hon. E. Nulsen: There is nothing in
the Act to say they must be examined.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is im-
plied. I do not think the Act will keep
doctors in the country because at the
moment a regional doctor has to practise
for seven years. and under the new pro-
vision for three years. Then, if he qual-
fies he is entitled to practise anywhere he
likes. This will assist to bring doctors
to the town rather than keep them in the
country. The member for Roe suggested
they were not able to keep themselves
up to date. There is nothing to prevent
doctors coming here and taking a re-
fresher course at a public hospital. They
do It before they go out.

Mr. Perkins: It must be on a restricted
basis.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No.
Mr. Perkins: It would be much easier

if they were registered,
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, and

more pleasant. There are two points. Are
we quite fair to the B.M.A. which does
give us a lot of free treatment?

Hon. E. Nulsen: I want to see It pro-
tected.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member is not doing that. The
B.M.A. will not approve of this. it was
not keen on the three years.

Mr. RODOREDA: The main point of
the Attorney General's argument is that
the B.M.A. and the Medical Board are
there to protect their own interests.

The Attorney General: I did not say.
"the Medical Board."

Mr. RODOREDA: Well, the .M.A. It
defines the policy of Governments. The
Attorney General practically admitted
that.

The Attorney General: I did not.
Mr. RODOREDA: We know it does,

anyway. It seems to me the main point
is the protection of the medical practi-
tioner. and not service to the public. I
want to help people to be looked after.
but the B.M.A. will not do it.

The Minister for Health: You are just
driving them away from the country.

Mr. RODOREDA: The .M.A. will not
send its men into the country. There is
only one Australian doctor in the whole
of the North-West. If the B.M.A. has
fallen down on its job, as it has done, of
supplying doctors to country areas, let
us take advantage of someone else who will
go there.

The Attorney General: Yes, by all means.
Mr. RODOREDA: The Minister for

Health said. 'This is driving the doctors
away from the country." By reducing the
period from seven years to three years,
the whole Bill is doing that.
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Mr. Griffith: You are going to aggra- fusion has developed in that Chamber
vate it, are you not?

Mr. RODOREDA: I want, by some
means, to get more doctors registered in
the State so that they will go bush because
there will not be enough room in the
city for all of them.

Mr. Griffith: On the basis of the law
of supply and demand.

Mr. RODOREDA: Yes. If the clause
remains as it Is, we will not get doctors
to go into the far outback areas. Only
economic circumstances will force them
out of the city. The minister for Health
told us that in a short period we will
have all the doctors we want. We have
heard that ever since the war finished, but
we still have a shortage of doctors. If
the amendment will make two or three
more doctors a year available, I am in
favour of it. The Minister's main argu-
ment was that it would interfere with
the authority of the Medical Board. At
present, whatever the circumstances may
be and however much the Medical Board
may desire to license one or two individuals
for a particular job, or for general prac-
tice, It cannot do it. The Bill adds to
the board's authority. I hope the Com-
mittee will agree to the amendment.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMIAN: It seems to me
that we are becoming most inconsistent.
We are getting a set against imported
doctors, but a little while ago we were
told that we should not call people who
came here aliens. We were told that we
should welcome Dutchmen with open
arms.

The CHAIRMAN: We have had that
discussion once. Never mind about Dutch-
men now.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I am endeavour-
ing to draw a comparison.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must deal with the clause.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I am drawing a
comparison with what we did a little while
ago. We seem to be adopting an entirely
different policy in this case.

Amendment put and passed: the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Title-agreed to.
Bim reported with an amendment and

the report adopted.

BILL-CONSTITUTION ACTS
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Second Reading-ne Jeated.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. A. R. G. HAWKE (Northam)
(4.32]: The Attorney General, when ex-
plaining the provisions of this Bill, told
us that it is to prevent confusion de-
veloping in the Legislative Council in the
future along the same lines as some con-

on past occasions. I do not think this
Bill will prevent the confusion in the
Legislative Council which I would like
to see prevented up there, nor do I
think It will overcome some of the prob-
lems which I would like to see overcome
in that House. This is not the first Bill
introduced this session to amend the Con-
stitution Acts Amendment Act; there was
a No. 1 Bill to amend that Act.

If I may, for the purposes of compari-
son, explain the aim of that Bill I Would
remind members that its Purpose was
to grant additional and well deserved citi-
zenship rights to a considerable number
of people in this State, the great majority
of whom would have been women. The
Legislative Council approved of this Bill.
but how did it treat the No. 1 Bill that
was introduced? Did it agree to that
measure? Did it show that it had any
desire or anxiety to amend the parent
Act in a manner which would be reason-
able and just in every respect? It cer-
tainly did not. That Chamber defeated
the No. 1 Bill by 17 votes to 10 and thereby
denied the right which the Bill aimed to
give to a great many people in this State.

The Attorney General: I do not think
that is a fair comparison. I am not say-
ing that you are wrong in your argument
because I supported your Bill, but I do
not think that argument is relevant to
the Hill before us.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: I think the
comparison is appropriate and striking.
too. It astonishes me that members of
the Legislative Council can become so
concerned as to move the whole mach-
inery of Parliament for the purpose of
trying to overcome some small admin-
istrative difficulty in relation to that
Chamber, and yet will not agree to a Pro-
posal which, if it were put into opera-
tion, would confer well deserved and
necessary citizenship rights upon a great
number of people in Western Australia.

It shows that the majority of members
in another place have a completely false
sense of values and that their actions as
Parliamentarians are conditioned not by
any wish to do the right thing by the
people, but to do something to overcome
what must be a very minor difficulty in
the administration of the affairs of the
Council. The Position which this Bill
Proposes to overcome has existed for at
least 60 years and I have not heard of
anyone in Western Australia suffering
as a result of its having existed.

The Attorney General: It is only an
administrative alteration. There is no
policy involved in it.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: My reply to
that is that there Is practically nothing
In the Bill.

The Attorney General: I agree. It IS
only a small administrative matter.
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Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I suggest that
there is no necessity for the Bill. They
have overcome the difficulty-

The Attorney General: But you do not
want to show pique.

Hon. A. R. 0.
in the Bill. As
Attorney General
that this difficulty

HAWKE: -referred to
a matter of fact, the
proved in his speech
has been overcome.

The Attorney General: Yes.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: He told us that
in 1946. when the then President. the late
Sir John Kirwan, did not re-contest an
election, the difficulty arose. Nothing
happened; Parliament continued to exist
and operate; all the industries and
activities throughout Western Australia
continued to go on; the sun rose and set
each day and the Government which then
existed continued to carry out its policy.
It was not the fact that this difficulty
occurred in the Legislative Council in 1946
that subsequently brought about the de-
feat of that Government. That had
nothing to do with it. So it seems to me
to be an altogether unnecessary proce-
dure for all the machinery of Parliament
to be set in motion to alter the Constitu-
tion Acts Amendment Act, an extremely
important Act in connection with our
Parliament to meet the wishes of members
in another place.

If the members in another place had
shown any sort of consideration over the
years for the people of Western Australia
I would not have even criticised the action
of those responsible for bringing this Bill
before us now. However, the majority of
members in another Place, or in the Leg-
islative Council, have, over the years,
shown the utmost contempt for the pub-
lic; they have kept in the rejected classes
so far as enrolment and voting for
another place Is concerned a large num-
ber of men and women in this State.
They have placed them in the rejected
class of natives. Asiatics, criminals and
the rest of them. That is what they have
done and that is what they are still do-
ing. Yet we in this House are evidently
expected to embrace this Bill to amend
the Constitution Acts Amendment Act and
to pass it through with little or no com-
ment.

I am not very much concerned whether
the Hill passes or fails to pass, but I think
the Legislative Council and its members
have no claim upon this House In regard
to the members here taking any action to
meet the convenience of members in
another place; taking any action to make
things a little more easy of operation so
far as the administration of another place
is concerned. I think that members in
the Legislative Assembly would be Justi-
fied in refusing to pass any legislation to
make easier or to make better conditions
in another place until such time as at
least the majority of members in that

other place did the right thing, the reas-
onable and just thing, concerning the
franchise for the Legislative Council.

We would be thoroughly justified in the
circumstances in sending a message back
to the Council in connection with this
Hill, telling them that we have no inten-
tion of passing it or any other Bill like it
to improve conditions in another place.
until such time as that Chamber recog-
nises the worth-the real worth-of the
people of this State to the extent of giv-
ing to those people as a whole an equal
right to have a voice and an Influence in
the election of members to another place.
That is the attitude we should adopt; that
is the attitude the Attorney General
should have suggested to us.

The Attorney General: I think that
would be childish pique.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: The Attorney
General suggests that attitude would dem-
onstrate childish pique. What does he
think the members of this House ought
to do in regard to the Legislative Council
in view of the fact that it defeated the
No. 1 Bill to amend the Constitution Acts
Amendment Act when that Bill was in-
troduced and passed unanimously In this
house?

The Attorney General: I think they were
wrong.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: The Attorney
General thinks they were wrong. But
he thinks we should not do anything by
way of complaint or protest.

The Attorney General: This is not the
way to do It.

Mr. Rodoreda: What way would you
suggest?

The Attorney General: You can do it
your own way.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKCE: The fact is
that the Attorney General in his heart
knows that what the Legislative Council
did to the No. 1 Bill to amend the Con-
stitution Acts Amendment Act was done
with his approval.

The Attorney General: Oh no!
Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Of course he

does and every member of the Liberal
Party agrees with what they did!

The Attorney General: Oh no. they do
not! I have spoken about It time and
time again even before I was a member
of the Government.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: What an
absurd and wicked situation it is, in the
political sense, to have a Bill paswed
through this House to Provide for the
right to vote for a large number of people
for the Legislative Council, to have every
member of the Liberal Party in this House
voting for it, and then to find that every
member of the Liberal Party in another
place votes against it.
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The Attorney General: The Leader of The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The Leader
the Labour Party in another place voted
for the Bill of which I am in charge.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWrKE: He did not.
The Attorney General: He voted for it

and thoroughly supported it.
Hon. A. Rt. G. HAWKE: When in diffi-

culty the Attorney General drags out the
biggest red herring he can lay his hands
on.

The Attorney General: It is not red.
Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: Well, if it is

not red then it is certainly a most cold
and slippery herring. I am not talking
about the Bill before us but the one that
was introdued earlier in the session to
amend the Constitution Acts Amendment
Act, and I used the comparison for the
purpose of showing that the attitude of
members of the Liberal Party in this House
and In another place irrespective of that
other Bill is one which cries to high Heaven
for condemnation. As I said earlier, I
am not concerned whether this Bill passes
or falls; it is not worth a snap of the
fingers either way. I think, however, as
it is one method-a very poor one I will
admit-by which this House could make
a protest In relation to what another place
did with the Bill which we sent them
earlier in the session to amend this par-
ticular Act, we ought to defeat the Bill
now before the House.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. A.
V. R. Abbott-Mt. Lawley-in reply)
[4.471: I admit this Bill is purely of an
administrative nature. It arose out of a
motion which was put forward in the
Legislative Council on the 12th Decem-
ber, 1951, by the now Leader of the
Labour Party in another place, Hon. G.
Fraser. He then moved pursuant to notice
the following:-

That this House requests the Gov-
ernment to introduce legislation to
amend Sections 11 and 12 of the Con-
stitution Acts Amendment Act. 1899.

He then set out in his motion the amend-
ments now included in the Hill. The Leader
of the Opposition is quite wrong when he
states that when I supported his Bill to
amend the Constitution Acts Amendment
Act I did so insincerely. I supported it
sincerely; I had spoken in favour of those
amendments long before I was a member
of this Government.

The Minister for Education: You also
brought down Bills.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I have not
brought down Bills but I have certainly
spoken in favour of those amendments.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Well knowing it
will be defeated by your own members
in another place.

of the Opposition knows that there is a
certain liberty of action in the party we
follow , and that in policy in another place
they exercise a legislative right.

Hon. A. Rt. G. Hawke: A legislative dic-
tatorshp!

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If it is
not right, and the electors think along
the same lines, then it could be altered at
any time. To obtain the franchise the
qualification is the payment of a weekly
rental of 7s. But that is by the way. I
make my protest, with the Leader of the
Opposition, that It Is unfortunate that the
Bill introduced by him and supported by
me-not by me personally but on behalf
of the Government-was rejected. But the
members in another place exercised the
discretion vested in them under our Con-
stitution and how can we complain? In
such a small administrative matter of this
nature, we should not show pique, as that
would only make us look small.

Mr. Graham: If we pass the Bill, it will
make us look small.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not
think so. Therefore I ask that the Bill
be supported.

Question put and a division called for.

Mr. SPEAKER: This is a normal divi-
sion and an absolute majority is not re-
quired to pass the second reading.

Division resulted as follows: -

Ayes
Noes

-.. ... ... 21
.... .... .... 22

Majority against ..

Ayes.
Mr. Abbott
Mr. Ackland
Mr. Brand
Dame P. Cardell-Oliver
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Griffith
Mr. Bleamnan
Mr. Hill
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr McLafly
Mr. Nalder

Mr. Brady
Mr. Butcher
Mr. Coverloy
Mr. Graham
Mr. Guthie
Mr. Hawke
Mr. J. Hegney,
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Hoar
mr. johnscn
Mr. Lawrence

Ayes.
Mr. Mann
Mr. Revel

... 1

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
hMr.
Mr.
Mr.

Nimino
Oldfletd
Owen
Perkins
Thorn
Tottordoll
Watts
wiln
Yates
Grayden

(relten.)
Noes.

Mr. May
Mr. McCulloch
Mr. Moir
Mr. Needham
Mr. Nulsen
Mr: Read
Mr. Rodoreda
Mr. Beweil
Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Kelly

(Teller.)
Pairs.

Noew.
Mr. O'Brien
Mr. Styants

Question thus negatived.
Bill defeated.
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BILL,-RESERVES.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. A. R. G. HAWKE (Northam)
[4.541: 1 do not propose to offer any
opposition to the Bill, but there are ques-
tions I wish to put to the Minister re-
garding two of the reserves. The first
one relates to Reserve No. 20388 at Cot-
esloe. According to the Minister's speech,
this reserve comprises the beach north-
ward from North-st. Cottesloe, and separ-
ates the Swanbournie defence area and
the rifle range from the sea. The mem-
ber for Nedlands, as well as the Minister
for Lands, might be able to help us In
this matter. The Minister said that the
Commonwealth desired to acquire the
portion of the reserve west of the defence
areas to control the beach front, to secure
It from Intrusion and for public safety.
and he went on to say that the Nedlands
Road Board opposed interference and
would not voluntarily surrender the vest-
ing order.

I realise that the Minister could stress
the defence needs of the Commonwealth
in support of this provision, but it seems
to me that members of the Nedlands
Road Board would be anxious to assist
the nation's defence requirements and
would not oppose interference with the
reserve unless there was some very good
reason for so doing. It would therefore
be desirable for the Minister to clear up
this point, because members are usually
Inclined to be guided, if not convinced and
persuaded, by the views of the appropriate
local authority. I hope that the Min-
ister will be able to clear up the doubt
to our satisfaction.

The Other reserve to which I wish to
refer is No. A.10887. This is a reserve
set apart for the purpose of botanical
gardens and is in the Supreme Court
grounds. The reserve is to be used to
provide for a site for an orchestral shell.
An agreement exists between the Govern-
ment and the Perth City Council dealing
with the matter. On the 20th November
last, the Minister for Lands wrote to the
Perth City Council setting out the terms
of an agreement covering the establish-
ment of this proposed jubilee orchestral
shell. One of the conditions of the agree-
ment was that the shell should be erected
by the end of 1952; otherwise the agree-
ment would lapse. I should like to know
what Is the position today. I understand
that, for some reason or other, no com-
mencement has been made with the work
and there would be no possibility of com-
pleting the structure by the end of this
year. Therefore it would seem that the
agreement between the Government and
the Perth City Council will lapse after
the 31st December of this Year.

I agree that that will not necessarily
create any difficulties, because the Gov-
ernment and the Perth City Council could
quite easily make another agreement and
give those responsible the whole of next
year, perhaps, in which to establish the
proposed orchestral shell in the Supreme
Court gardens. However, in view of what
is set out in the agreement between the
Government and the Perth City Council.
and particularly because the agreement
is to lapse after the end of this year-
or seems almost certain to lapse-the
Minister might give the House some in-
formation in regard to the reserve which
is mentioned in the Bill in relation to
the matter. I raise no objection to the
Hill, but I would like some information
on the points I have brought to the Min-
ister's notice.

THE AMNSTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
L. Thorn-Toodyay-in reply) (5.1]: The
first question raised by the Leader of the
Opposition deals with Reserve No. 20388 at
Cottesloe. I agree with the hon. gentleman
that it Is the practice of all Governments
to co-operate with local authorities as far
as possible because we appreciate the
honorary work they do. Their work is of
great assistance to the State, and I have
often thought that if the Government had
to set up bodies to control local affairs.
It would be a tremendous and costly under-
taking. This clause will allow the Com-
monwealth military authorities to take
portion of this area, in the interests of the
safety of the public, as the plan will show.
The area concerned is the beach fronting
the rifle range, and the Commonwealth
military authorities are asking for the
control of it in the interests of the safety
of the public.

It will be remembered that only recently
out towards Scarborough and North Beach
some bullets went astray, and there was
quite a stir as a result. In this instance.
there is a rifle range where there will be
shooting and target practice, and the mili-
tary authorities desire to have control of
that portion of the beach frontage. I
have not the particulars with me of why
the Nedlands Road Board is refusing.
voluntarily, to hand over its vesting order
so that we can make these provisions, but
I think it is clear that the only reason
why the military authorities seek control
of this portion of the seafront is, as I
have already said, in the interests of the
safety and protection of the public.

The other matter the Leader of the
Opposition raised is in respect to the
orchestral shell. The Rt. Hon. the Lord
Mayor of Perth and his committee are
endeavouring to set up an orchestral shell
with a view to providing entertainment by
way of orchestral music to the public,
which Is a very fine Objective. I think
the Lord Mayor's committee had in mind
the prospect of erecting the shell straight
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away and getting on with the entertain- The Commonwealth has asked that auth-
ment, but there has been some delay, and
although the agreement is there, it will
terminate on the date set out.

Mr. Totterdell: It should be 1953 in-
stead of 1952.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. We
are making provision to extend the time.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: You will have to
make a new agreement.

The MINISTER FOR LARDS: Yes, we
shall make a new agreement. As a mat-
ter of fact, we are quite keen to encourage
this committee in Its desire to provide en-
tertainment. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion can rest assured that we will make
the necessary amendments to the agree-
ment so that the orchestral committee can
proceed.

Question put and passed.
Eml read second time.

I Committee, etc.
Mr. Perkins in the Chair: the Minister

for Lands In charge of the Bill.
Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Reserve A.20952 at Bays-

water:
Mr. a. HEGNEY: Clauses 2 and 3 refer

to land In the Bayswater district. I as-
mime that the land is included in the area
resumed for railway purposes.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. The
reserves come within an area required by
the Railway Department for the proposed
new marshalling yards between Eayswater
and Bassendean. They comprise areas
originally donated to the Bayswater Road
Board by the subdividers of adjacent land.
The road board surrendered the lands to
the Crown for the purpose of having them
declared Class A reserves for recreation,
but they have not been developed for that
purpose. Only a portion of Reserve A.20952
comes within the railway area, and it is
being reduced accordingly. Reserve A.20953
is to be totally cancelled and the area re-
sumed for railway purposes.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 3 to 12-agreed to.
Clause 13-Reserve No. 14223 at Mer-

redin:
Mr. KELLY: Will the Minister tell us

what this section is?
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. The

Commonwealth of Australia is already
using as an Army training depot portions
of Reserve No. 14223 at Merredin, which
is set apart for the purposes of recreation
and showgroumd, and the Merredin Road
Board, in which the reserve is vested, re-
quires authority to enter into an agree-
ment with the Commonwealth to lease
portion of the reserve. Portions of the re-
serve covering the hockey oval, tennis
courts, croquet lawn and certain buildings
will be excluded from the proposed lease.

ority be given for a lease of five Years,
with provision for extension if required.
This clause Proposes that authority be
given for the leasing of the Portion of the
reserve for such period and on such con-
ditions as the Governor may approve.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 14 to 23-agreed to.
Clause 24-Reserve No. 18324, Mt.

Lawley:
Mr. J. HEGNEY: This clause deals wit

the setting aside of Portion of a reserve
for a school site. Can the Minister indi-
cate whether this land is north of the
mt. Lawley golf links, where, I understand.
it is intended to erect a school; or can he
say just what location it is in Mt. Lawley?

The Minister for Lands: It is north of
Bradford-st.

Mr. J. HEONEY: I shall have a look at
the plan later.

Clause Put and passed.
Clause 25, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment and

the report adopted.
Read a third time and transmitted to

the Council.
BIll-ROAD CLOSURE.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the Previous day.

RON, A. R. G. HAWKE (Northam)
(5.14): I have had a look at the Bill and
studied the reports made available to the
Minister in connection with it. I have no
objection to the measure, and support the
second reading.

Question Put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee. etc.
Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Minister

for Lands in charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1 to 9-agreed to.
Clause 10-Closure of Rowland-st..

Gerald ton:
Mr. SEWELL: Is this the Piece of land

resumed, in the first place, by the State
Housing commission?

The Minister for Lands: Yes.
Mr. SEWELL: Does it now go back to

the Commission?
The minister for Lands: Yes.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 1 1-Closure of a certain right-of-

way at Geraldton.
mr. SEWELL: Can the Minister tell the

Committee where this right-of-way is
situated?
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The MINISTER FOR LANlDS: It is the
private sub-division of Oeraldton lot 478
into four sub-lots. Provision was made
for a right-of-way 121 links wide which
would have been required to extend the
existing right-of-way through the adjoin-
ing Crown sub-division. The other right-
of-way was closed under section 10 of the
Act,-No. 37 of 1950-which rendered the
extension unnecessary. It is now desired
to close the private right-of-way through
lot 478 and vest the land therein in the
owners of lots 1 to 4 inclusive on the
Lands Title Office diagram.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 12 to 14-agreed to.
Clause 15-Deviation of portion of Nor-

wood-rd., Rivervale:
Mr. J. HEONEY: This clause seeks to

close portion of Norwood-rd. passing
through an area set aside by the State
Housing Commission, and vested in the
Commission. From my negotiations with
the Commission I1 understand that it is
intended to vest this land in the Belmont
Park Road Board. To do that will it be
necessary to bring down another Bill next
session to effect the transfer?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This
clause is a quid pro quo. It was necessary
to make provision for the straightening of
Norwood-rd. and some of the land con-
cerned consequently goes to the Housing
Commission and some to the road board.
It is necessary for the Commission to pro-
vide on its title for the small portion it has
taken, but I think that in the case of the
road board the matter can be dealt with
by a vesting order.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 16 to 20. Title-arced to.
Bim reported without amendment and

the report adopted.
Read a third time and transmitted to

the Council.

BILL-ABATTOIRtS ACT AMENDMENT.
Introduced by the Minister for Lands

and read a first time.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1952-53.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day: Mr.
Perkins In the chair.

Vote-P ubic Works and BuldWings,
0, 410,740 (partly considered).

MR. KELLY (Merredin-Yllgsxn) (5.25):
What I have to say is in the nature of
an appeal to the Minister in a matter of
concern to many people in the Canning
Bridge area. I will not tread on the corns
of the member for Melville or the member
for Canning as the question I am raising
deals with the Canning Bridge itself. For
some time in that locality residents have

been considering the possibility of having
a cat-walk or fishing bridge added to the
present structure.

The Minister for Works: The matter
has been raised by the member for Canrn-
ing a number of times--and also pre-
viously-and I went out with him and had
a look at it during the year.

Mr. KELLY: That is news to me and
to the people of Canning Bridge as well
as to many on the eastern side of the
bridge.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: It is news also to
the member for Melville.

Mr. KELLY:
must be a silent
erned do not
this activity.

The member for Canning
worker because those con-
seem to have heard of

The Minister for Works: It was not
an official trip.

Mr. KELLY: When the bridge was con-
structed twelve or fifteen years, ago, for
some reason a fishing landing was not
incorporated in it. There may have been
some engineering difficulty but I doubt
that because, as a layman, I do not think
there would have been any great obstacle
to the inclusion of such an addition. I
believe the present is an opportune time
to bring the matter to the notice of the
Minister because there is much useful
timber, with plenty of life left in it, avail-
able from the dismantling of the old
Causeway, and I believe some of it could
be used to extend the bearers which are
several feet above water level on the ex-
isting structure. BY using also some of
the planking out of the old Causeway-
it would require only five or six exten-
sions of the existing timbers with perhaps
200 feet of decking to bring It as far as the
deep channel-I think the, necessary
work could be done at a cost of about
£1,000.

The Minister for Works: How much?

Mr. KELLY: One thousand pounds;
that is by using the timbers that could be
taken from the old Causeway. It would
not be a major Job in any circumstances.
The cost of the labour would be the only
expenditure incurred. Following his
recent visit to it, the Minister must realise
that this area is expanding rapidly. The
only places where fishing can be done are
at Applecross, at Como or at the Pt.
Walter jetties. The lack of fishing facili-
ties between those points is very marked.
As I have said, the populatron around the
bridge on both sides of the river has in-
creased greatly, and If those people are to
be given any consideration this structure
becomes very necessary

At both ends of the the existing struc-
ture at present prosecution notices are
displayed, but with the Christmas holi-
days approaching hundreds of small lads
will be committing breaches of the law
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because they will still fish; nothing will MR. NEEDHAM (North Perth) [5.36J:
stop them. Even the possible appearance
of the secretary of the road board or a
member of the Police Force makes little
difference to the fishing activities on that
structure. Therefore, I think the Minis-
ter could well give some consideration to
my request, because, as I have said, the
expenditure involved would be slight.

Another point that I will raise Is one
that I have previously referred to in this
Howse. It is with reference to the de-
struction that is taking place on what is
known as the Canning jetty. When the
present Chief Secretary was Minister for
Works I raised this question with him and
stressed the necessity for some action be-
Ing taken to preserve public property on
that jetty. At that time very little of the
planking of the jetty had been removed
and all that was required was for it to be
properly secured. If that had been done
we would have had an asset worth many
thousands of pounds for the people and
the State. It causes me deep regret to
think that these jetties have been allowed
to deteriorate Into such condition. When
finances were reasonably bouyant, action
should have been taken then to preserve
these Jetties and to prevent the vandalism
that is constantly going on.

The Minister for Works: What Is the
main structure like?

Mr. KELLY: It is good, but what hap-
pens is that many youths use the loose
Planks to prise off others, and they then
throw them into the river and use them as
rafts. At the time I spoke to the present
Chief Secretary, who was then the Min-
ister for Works, on this matter, I had to
take the painful step of speaking to some
boys who were removing some of the
Planks and I was promptly told to mind
my own business, and quite rightly, too,
I suppose. However, I think action could
have been taken at that time to preserve
that structure for the use of the people
If the planks are replaced, I am not sug.
gesting that this jetty should be used as
a substitute for the structure I have already
mentioned to the Minister.

It should be the responsibility of some
department to ensure that these jetties
are not destroyed, but kept in reasonable
repair. With all jetties on the Swan River
a negative attitude seems to be adopted
and neither the local authority concerned
nor the Government will take any action
regarding them. That has been the posi-
tion for some time, but I consider it is
a wrong policy to follow because the jet-
ties have great value. The Minister could
make a name for himself if he interested
himself in this matter and gave close con-
sideration, not only to maintaining these
jetties but also to the matter I have
brought before his notice--secondhand
perhaps-namely, the cat-walk attached to
the Canning Bridge.

I wish to refer briefly and finally to one
item in the Estimates. I have raised it
on many occasions during this session, and
also during the special session held early
this year when speaking to the debate
on the first reading of the Supply Bill.
The question I wish to raise is in regard
to the practice that has pertained for some
time in the Electricity and Gas Depart-
ment of charging the consumer increased
rates for gas and electricity, irrespective
of what period in the quarter the increases
have been made. I have asked a series
of questions on this matter, but so far
I have received no satisfaction from the
Minister as to what he intends to do in
an endeavour to effect a remedy. The
following is the last question I Put to the
Minister:-

Will he issue instructions to the
State Electricity Commission to cease
making retrospective any further in-
creases in gas and electricity charges
so that any future increase will oper-
ate only from theactual date of any
such increase?

and he replied-
No. All accounts operate retro-

spectively because they apply to the
past month or quarter to cover the
period for which the meters are read,
but increases in cost are not neces-
sarily retrospective. In the case of
monthly accounts, no increase In
tariff is retrospective because the in-
creased costs have already been in
force for over a month before the
increase in tariff can be applied to
monthly accounts. It is not practic-
able, in the case of consumers whose
meters are read quarterly, to split the
account at the actual date of any cost
variation. In any case the effect of
the last basic wage increase of 6s. 3d.
on the ordinary domestic consumer
will not amount to more than 6d. per
quarter.

Even if the Minister's reply were correct,
there is no need for the consumer to suffer
from that extra 6d. being imposed. When
replying to the debate I1 would like the Min-
ister to answer this question: What would
he think of trades people who followed the
practice adopted by the Electricity and
Gas Department of making retrospectivt,
charges for any cost increases? Suppose
the butcher, the baker and the milkman
increased their prices for bread, meat and
milk when the prices went up, say, in the
last week of the quarter and then sub-
mitted accounts for anl arrears in the weeks

l,,ce irg. Those tradesmen have as
much right to do that as the Electricity
and Gas Department has to make retro-
spective charges on its quarterly accounts.

The reply of the Minister I have Just
quoted to the House is typical Of his many
replies to the questions I have put to him
on this subject. The following is a letter
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I have received from a resident in the
North Perth electorate, giving a very
flat and definite contradiction to the state-
ment of the Minister in regard to the
extra cost that is imposed on the consumer
when retrospective charges are made:-

August 12th.
Further to my previous letter to

you. re electricity and gas charges, I
now advise that as from the 12th inst.
another increase of .18 of a penny per
electricity unit and .084 of a penny per
gas unit, will operate.

As my next account is due on Sep-
tember 1st I will have had only three
weeks at the increased rate, but never-
theless will be assessed for the full
quarter.

This will mean an additional 6s. 8d.
on the entire quarter, whereas 10 weeks
of the consumption was at the pre-
vious rate.

That Is a statement by a consumer of gas
and electricity setting out her experience
of these charges. Her husband's pay en-
velope did not contain any retrospective
amount when the basic wage adjustments
were made. Despite the danger of being
accused of reiteration, I remind the Min-
ister that when the basic wage adjustment
takes Place there is nothing retrospective
about it. A man on the basic wage receives
an increase in wages only from the day the
court makes its decision to increase the
basic wage, and he gets nothing for the
months previous during which he has to
pay increased charges for gas and elec-
tricity for the whole quarter or portion of
the quarter.

I understand that when assessing these
charges, the Electricity and Gas Depart-
ment works to some kind of formula. The
sooner that formula is discarded, the bet-
ter. because the department should treat
its customers the same as others treat It.
It would be interesting to make a com-
parison of current gas and electricity
charges imposed with those ruling when
the previous Government was in power.
The department should not have the right
to continue making these retrospective
charges.

I will not delay the Committee any
further, but I ask the Minister seriously
to consider the objections raised by con-
sumers respecting the charges levied. I
hope he will ensure that the increases are
payable only from the day they are legally
chargeable. It is iniquitous to apply them
retrospectively. The Minister referred to
his estimate of 6d. per quarter, but that is
far from what has really happened. In
some instances the charge has been nearer
6s. 6d. than his estimate.

BON. E. NULSEN (Eyre) [5.4G]: I find
it necessary to refer to the rather serious
position that has arisen at Norsemnan. As
the Premier knows, I went to him about

12 months ago with the object of securing
a loan of £10,000 to finance the provision
of a swimming pool at that centre. I was
not successful, and now the money for the
pool has been provided by the Western
Mining Corporation. The whole of the
material necessary is on the site ready
for the work to be undertaken so that
this very necessary amenity can be made
available, and thus help to keep the young
people in the back country. Unfortunately.
we have not been able to arrange for an
adequate water supply to fill the pool,
hence the seriousness of the position. The
workers expect this amenity to be pro-
vided, and the miners are most anxious
that it shall be installed. The corporation
is prepared to spend £15,000 in putting in
this amenity.

The Minister for Works: The difficulty
was that we could not get the water there
at the peak period of consumption.

Hon. E. NULSEN: That is a great dis-
advantage. I have spoken on water supply
matters on more than one occasion in this
Chamber. but not much has resulted in
that regard. While the Western Mining
Corporation has provided all the materials
necessary to construct the pool, the Dun-
das Road Board and the local residents
cannot carry out their part. We are
anxious to retain the workers at the
centre, but that will hardly be possible
unless reasonable amenities can be Pro-
vided. If they are not available, the work-
ers will not remain there, and that is one
reason why the corporation is prepared
to spend so much money.

The Minister for Works: We are anxious
to take advantage of the corporation's
offer.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I am glad to hear the
Minister say that. I trust he will see that
very serious consideration is given to the
matter, and that next year he will be able
to ensure an adequate supply of water to
fill the pool. In this House we talk a lot
about decentralisation, but everything we
do seems to promote centralisation, the
effect of which is to have so many people
residing in the cities where half the popu-
lation of the State is to be found.

The Premier: It is all a question these
days of providing money for urgent priori-
ties and when it is a matter of putting
in water schemes or erecting hospitals and
schools, the question arises of where swim-
ming pools come in.

Hon. E. NIJISEN: In this instance, the
Government is not asked to provide the
money. The Western Mining Corporation
has put up £15,000 for the construction of
the pool and all the necessary materials
are there; but we cannot get the water to
fill the pool.

The Minister for Works: Our difficulty
was to supply it during the period of peak
consumption In January.
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Hon. E. NULSEN:* There is plenty of
water at Mundaring. The trouble is that
only a small main is available to take the
water to Norseman. I urge the Minister
to see what can be done about putting in
a 12 in. main. At Present there is a 10 in.
main for part of the way and thence it is
an Bin, main. I remember when the de-
partment suggested putting the pipeline
supply through. I went to the then Trea-
surer, Hon. P. Collier, and pointed out to
him that it would not cost much more to
put in a 12in. main, urging at the same
time that the smaller one would not be
sufficiently large to cope with the require-
ments. He replied that I was very lucky
to get the main put in at all, because he
had agreed to undertake the work against
the recommendation of the department. He
suggested it was not wise to interfere with
the position as it stood.

I tell the Minister that It would pay
much better to put in a 121n. main instead
of the four boosters, the installation of
which will cost about £60,000 and another
£20,000 a year for operational and main-
tenance expenses. I assure him that he
will experience a lot of trouble should any
pressure be put on the present mains. He
will find in that event that holes will de-
velop and the people will be greatly in-
convenienced, because the mains will cer-
tainly not stand up to pressure. It would
be far better to take out the present main
and replace it with 12in. pipes, without
the necessity for boosters at all.

The Minister for Works: What would
that cost?

Hon. E. NIELSEN: The pipeline would
probably cost £153,000, but as against that
the Minister will be spending £.80,000, which
will be wasted. The pipes will be blown as
soon as any pressure is put on them. Norse-
man is one of the most solid towns in
Western Australia, The Minister knows
that Is so. Quite apart from goldinining,
the deposits of pyrites there are very valu-
able. The centre has a future equal
to that of any other Goldflelds town
in Western Austraia, including Kal-
goorlie and Boulder. I certainly hope
the Minister will give serious con-
sideration to providing the town with
a service that will last and in respect of
which he will certainly not lose money.
In my opinion, the department should
draw up a plan for presentation to the
Minister for the installation of a 121n.
main, for that is what should have been
installed in the first place.

The Minister for Works:* I wish it had
been.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I know that the de-
partment always wants to be on the right
side in the view of its experts. I remember
the late Mr. Collier on many occasions say-
ing that experts were the curse of the
country at times. There is no question

about that. They seem to think they know
everything because they are qualified by
examination in their particular subjects.
Too often their certificates prove to be
false documents that enable them to deal
with matters in which they are not quali-
fied. If the Minister were to do what I
suggest and put In the 121n. main, no boost-
ing would be required and he would save
money.

Mr. Yates: Is the necessary piping avail-
able?

Hon. E. NULSEN: I do not know if it is.
I have not made any inquiries in that re-
spect.

Mr. Yates: That may be one of the diffi-
culties.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I hope it Is and that
the department has given consideration
to that aspect. Even if it were to cost
the State £200,000, it would be cheaper in
the long run than the installation of four
boosters and their maintenance. Norse-
man is not asking for charity in this mat-
ter. We have not been able to get 180,000
gallons for the purpose of filling the pool
and therefore this very necessary amenity
cannot be installed. I do not blame anyone
specifically for the present position, but I
sincerely trust the Minister will give
serious consideration to the proposal.

MR. GRIFFTH (Canning) [5.561:
There are one or two matters in con-
nection with the Estimates that I desire
to deal with. The first that concerns
my electorate has reference to the River-
ton water scheme. The people in that
district after a long period of waiting
have now been Provided with a water
supply, and portion of the scheme has
just been completed. As a result, quite
a number of the residents are able to
enjoy the amenity of being in a position
to turn on a tap in their house or in their
garden.

Mr. Brady: They are luckier than the
people in some other centres.

Mr. GRI~flTrH: However, there are
still a number of residents who have not
been able to have the water laid on to
their homes. I ask the Minister whether
he will investigate the matter and as-
certain when the work can be proceeded
with. I realise we are suffering from a
shortage of materials and that money has
become scarce. In bringing this matter
under the notice of the Minister, I realise
that no department can do more than
is humanly possible. However, I ask the
Minister to see what can be done about
completing the scheme that has been
commenced.

I also have to mention the fishing plat-
form or, as the member for Merredin-
Yilgarn described it, "the cat walk".
underneath the Canning Bridge. I real-
Ise that the hon. member is interested in
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this Part of the metropolitan area be-
cause he resides there, and he is a very
prominent fisherman. As he has told me,
he takes a great interest In the Swan
River. I assure him I have not been
asleep on the job. As the Minister in-
dicated, about three months ago I in-
duced him to Visit the Canning Bridge with
a view to inspecting the structure and
seeing whether a fishing platform could
be provided.

Mr. Kelly: The trouble is that you
hide your light under a bushel.

Mr. GRIFFITH: I do not think so.
I suggest to the hon. member that I do
not know everything that goes on in his
electorate-

Mr. Kelly: Which is a man-sized elec-
torate.

Mr. GRIFFITH: -nor has he an in-
timate knowledge of matters relating to
my electorate just because he happens
to live there. I am not upset because
he takes an interest in this matter. In
fact, I must thank him for his support.
I realise that the local people are anxi-
ous to secure this particular facility, and
they are entitled to have it. The repre-
sentations I made to the Minister in con-
nection with this matter arose from the
numerous communications I had received
from various prominent people in the
district.

Mr. J. Hegney: What is your boundary?
Is it the centre of the bridge?

Mr. GRIFFTTH: No, the centre of the
river.

Mr. J. Hegney: What is the member for
Melville doing to help?

Mr. GRIFFITH: I suggest the hon. mem-
ber refer to him on that point.

Mr. Kelly: It is on the western side
that improvements are necessary.

Mr. GRIFFITH: That is entirely a mat-
ter of opinion.

Mr. Kelly: No, it is not.
Mr. GRIFFITH: I am not an engineer,

and when the Minister and I looked at it
that was one of the things we discussed;
where the best place for the job would be.

Mr. Kelly: There is more deep water
on the western side.

Mr. GRIFFITH: Yes, but there is a long
reach where one would want to perch
oneself to go fishing. I do not suggest
that the hon. member is the only one
who will go fishing, but I do suggest that
it is not merely a catwalk that is neces-
sary. By the use of the word "catwalk"
I presume the hon. member meant a plank
on which someone could sit.

Mr. Kelly: Something 5 ft. or 6 ft. wide
is all that is necessary.

Mr. GRIhFTH: That is wider than I
envisaged from the use of the word "cat-
walk."

[941

Mr. Graham: It would be a big cat!
Mr. GRIFFITH: Whatever structure is

put there, it must be made safe for the
use of the public.

Mr. Kelly: Definitely!
Mr. GRIFFITH: I am not in a Position

to say whether it could be achieved for
£1,000.

Mr. Kelly: It needs a protective railing.
Mr. GRIFFITH: It needs a safely con-

structed piece of work, because as soon
as some child uses it and falls off it be-
cause it is not satisfactorily protected and
the child is drowned-

Mr. Kelly: Have you seen the one in
the Premier's locality?

Mr. GRIFFITH: So far as the construc-
tion of the landing is concerned I think
that the only really appropriate way to
get to it would be from the top of the
bridge by means of stairs down to the plat-
form. That is what I have asked the Min-
ister to investigate. The provision of this
platform underneath the Canning Bridge
is purely a local matter. The bridge is
used mostly by local people, though visitors
would fish from a platform if it were avail-
able. I do not think the cost would be
very great, though I am not in a Position
even to estimate whether it would be in
the vicinity of a thousand pounds. I would
like to thank the member for Merredin-
Yilgarn for taking such an active interest
in this matter, and again assure him that
representation has been made to the Min-
ister and that I am hopeful something will
be done.

MR. MAY (Collie) [6.5]: I feel that I1
would be lacking in my duty if I did not
bring to the Minister's attention a serious
position that has arisen in Collie in con-
nection with the work of the State Hous-
ing Commission. The Commission is
building a large number of houses on a
new estate north-west of Collie and there
is a terrific drainage problem. On In-
quiring at the office of the Commission 31
was told that nothing more could be done
about it until the Public Works Depart-
ment had done Its job. This spot is on
a very high hill. Many houses are built
on the lower ground and unless some
drainage system is installed very quickly
considerable inconvenience and even
disaster will be occasioned to the houses
already erected.

The Housing Commission has built quite
a number of houses already and I under-
stand that 200 are to be erected by the
end of June, 1953. I urge the Minister
to look at the position. I do not know
what is holding things up, but I ant in-
formed by the Commission that it can-
not do anything further until the Public
Works Department has done its part. The
area was thickly timbered. It has been
cleared now, and anybody conversant with
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the South-West knows that once timber
is cleared there is a lot of surplus water
to be got away. A number of houses have
been finished on that site, but they can-
not be occupied because there are no water
supplies. Both those problems are urgent.

The Minister for Works: Is any work
being done on the main reticulation?

Mr. MAY: No. Tanks have been erected
on the top of the hill and water will flow
thence to the site: but no installation has
been made. I do not know whether it
is lack of money or labour or shortage
of materials that is holding up the work.

The Minister for Works: How many
houses have been finished?

Mr. MAY: I think there are 12, but
they cannot be occupied until water is
Provided and the drainage problem is
overcome. The latter is a difficult prob-
lem to solve. The water will be drained
through the heart of Collie and it will
have to be directed through the best pos-
sible channels. That is a question for the
engineers and it is one that needs to be
tackled soon.

MR. JOHNSON (Leederville) [6.'9]:
There is a little job being done by the
Public Works flepartment at Leederville
in connection with sewage at Loftus Park.
I take particular interest in this because,
after it had been promised for many years,
it was, by some strange coincidence, com-
menced on the day nominations were
taken for the election that resulted in my
being here.

The Minister for Works: There was
no connection in that regard. It was a
request of the late Mr. Panton's for some
time and we had pleasure in agreeing to
it.

Mr. JOHNSON: it was the coincidence
that marked It In my mind.

The Minister for Works: The inference
is miles out. It was coincidental.

Mr. JOHNSON: Because I am speaking
of sewage, the Minister will realise that
the smell is in his mind and not in mine.
The point I wish to make is that the build-
ing is now locked up. The job is an auto-
matic one, and I was under the impres-
sion that it was completed; but it has
been reported to me within the last few
days that, although everything appears to
be complete, it is not actually working.
I rose largely to ask the Minister whether
he would just give the work a little nudge
to get It completed, if possible-if h~e would
like an inference-before the next nomina-
tion day, Just as a coincidence.

The Minister for Works: I was going
to suggest that.

Mr. JOHNSON: That is the time I am
bound to remember to be looking at it.
Another matter to which I would refer
is the condition of the schoolyards of both
the State schools in Leederville. They re-

quire some treatment because at present
they justify the term "dirt yards" which
is applied to them. That is all they are.
The area is a sandy one; and if some
treatment could be given to these school-
yards to prevent youngsters playing in
18in, of dirt, it will be highly appreciated
by all who have children attending the
schools. I realise that to ask that the
Yards should be bitumninised is out of
the question on account of the shortage of
Loan Funds of which we hear so often,
but I feel that something could be done.
perhaps by taking waste sawdust from
the State Saw Mills and laying it on the
ground, or something of that kind. I
think a cheap and effective method could
be found to reduce the amount of dirt
the children bring home after a day at
school.

MR. SEWELL (Oeraldton) [6.12]: I was
interested in the report presented by the
Minister particularly in regard to water
supplies. I do not think the Government
is paying enough attention to the State's
water supply problems and particularly
those in the Geraldton area. In answer to a
question I asked yesterday the Minister
told me that the Wicherina rising main
has a high priority on works to be re-
started when additional finance is avail-
able. This work commenced last year; the
pipes were on the job and work of as-
sembling them had begun.

The Minister for Works: That Is an in-
dication of good intentions, is it not?

Mr. SEWELL: Why the Minister al-
lowed the work to be held up is beyond
my comprehension, because there are
many works in the State that could have
been curtailed to allow these pipes to be
installed, even though it was a matter of
waiting for some time for the new pump
to which the Minister made reference in
his answer to me yesterday. I would urge
upon him the necessity for installing these
pipes at an early date. I know that there
is no need to stress the importance of
water supply to Oeraldton. It is a large
district and is growing. The tomato in-
dustry depends a great deal on the sup-
ply of water for the Wicherina area for
the early growth of the crop.

In connection with harbour works, we
were promised last year that there would
be a hydrographical survey of the har-
bour because of the formation of rock
that had been found at the entrance. I
would like to ask the Minister whether
anything has been done in that connec-
tion. Has a report been received and what
is the intention of the department in that
regard? It is very important to Geraldton
that that survey should be made and the
report placed in the right quarter. Three
or four years ago, the then Minister for
Education promised the people of North-
ampton that a school playground, which
had been asked for over a number of



[4 December. 1952.J 69

years. would be provided. Northampton is
one of the oldest settled districts in the
State but there is still no playing area
for the school children.
Sitting suspended from 8.25 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. SEWELL: As I was saying, tentative
plans had been drawn up for the school
ground at the Northampton State school
but I believe that the proposed site has
now been altered. I am not at all con-
cerned about the site chosen by the
engineers so long as the children have a
schoolground where they can play and
take part in competitive sport. I wanted
to bring that aspect under the notice of
the Minister. Tenders were called for the
erection of toilet facilities at the school
but I understand that owing to the short-
age of Loan Funds--at least that was the
reason given-the works programme has
not been carried out: or at least only a
small portion of it has been carried out.

The same thing applies to the North-
ampton hospital. I understand that the
Government intends to proceed with some
minor Improvements, but it is something
to which the Minister could give atten-
tion. The Northampton-Carnarvon road,
or the Binu-AJana section of it, is in a bad
state of repair. I believe that the Main
Roads Department has a works pro-
gramme and a certain amount of work
has been done. I cannot stress too strongly
the importance of this road. Some pres-
sure should be brought to bear, if neces-
sary, upon the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to give us some further assistance
In that direction.

On the 25th November last Senator
MacLeay visited the district, and a depu-
tatiou came all the way from Carnarvon
to meet him and to stress the importance
of the road. We know how far these
things usually get; not very far! These
people make a certain number of promises
and say they will look into the matter,
but when they go back they write and say
that no money is available for the pur-
pose. But funds are readily available for
projects in the Kwinana area and places
such as that.

Representations were made to Senator
MacLeay in regard to the harbour at
Geraldton. I have already spoken about
this bar of rock which makes the harbour
dangerous to shipping. In the course of
his remarks the Senator said that it would
cost many millions of pounds to restore
harbour facilities throughout the Com-
monwealth. But I1 would like to urge the
Minister to make sure that if the Com-
monwealth Government is to spend mil-
lions of pounds on the improvement and
maintenance of harbours, Geraldton shall
not be overlooked.

lMR. MOUL (Boulder) [7.35]: 1 want
to say a few words in regard to the Gold-
fields water supply. Year after year, dur-

Ing the summer period, water restrictions
are imposed in the Goldfields areas and I
believe that this summer the position wml
be even worse, despite the fact that last
year reservoirs were built to increase the
storage capacity in those areas. I want to
know what the Minister intends to do to
ensure that a better water supply will
be made available to Goldfields People.
Does he anticipate that in the near future
supplies will be increased, or are we to
go on, as we have been in the past, suffer-
ing water restrictions during the summer
months?

Water is needed in many of our country
districts and the only way to develop the
country is to make water available. But
it is not right that supplies should be given
to areas that have not been reticulated
at the expense of those that have existing
water supplies. Norseman is suffering
severely from the restrictions of water
supplies, and we heard the member for
Eyre tell us this evening of the serious
disabilities that the people in that town
are suffering. They have not the amenities
that every person in this country has a
right to demand. They cannot even get
sufficient water for a swimming pool,
though the mining companies there are
prepared to build one at their own expense.
At the moment booster pumps are being
installed to improve the supply at Norse-
man and it should be increased by about
10,000 gallons per day. But that will be
at the expense of towns like Coolgardie.
Kalgoorlie and Boulder.

Mr. Yates: Of course Norseman was
never intended to be on that water scheme
originally.

Mr. MOfI: When the Goldficlds water
scheme was first built it was never intended
that agricultural areas, distant from the
pipeline, should be connected to it.

Mr. Yates: The line goes up as far as
Ora Banda, does it not?

Mr. MOIR: Yes. These people are en-
titled to a water supply and so are those
in the agricultural areas, but not at the
expense of the Goldfields. The Govern-
ment should supply water to the agrheul-
tural areas, but the Goldfields people
should not have to suffer. The position
is serious and I have the figures which the
Minister supplied on the 27th August last
to guide me. It appears that extra water
cannot be taken to the Goldfields because
so much is drawn off on the way up. Din-
ing the summer period 4,000,000 gallons of
water per day are pumped through the No.
8 pumping station, and Kalgoorlie and
Boulder alone consume 4,200,000 gallons a
day, during that period. In Coolgardie
2 00.000 gallons a day are consumed and
at Norseman, before the booster pumps
were installed, 350,000 gallons a day were
consumed. Now that the booster pumps
have been put in, to meet the requirements
of that town, the consumption will be in-
creased to 450,000 gallons a day.
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In addition, Bullfinch, where a new mine
has been opened up and a township estab-
lished, will consume, during the summer
period, 200,000 gallons a day, making a
total of 850,000 gallons a day over and
above the present capacity of the pipeline.
Perhaps I should not use the word "capa-
city," because apparently more water can
be pumped through those pipes than is
being pumped at the moment.

The full capacity of the Pipeline is 5.5
million gallons per day, according to the
information I have from the Minister. Of
course he qualified that statement by say-
ing, "if and when sumfcient water is avail-
able." Apparently the water is not avail-
able because the water passing through the
No. 8 pumping station is 1.5 million gallons
below its capacity. Even supplying all the
present requirements, if the pipeline were
used to its full capacity, there would be
sufficient water for the requirements of all
Goldfields towns. But because of the water
used by the agricultural areas lower down
the line, insufficient is reaching the No. 8
Pumping station.

Many districts long distances from the
Goldfields pipeline want to be connected
to the scheme. Naturally the people there
are clamouring for water but, if they are
connected to the scheme, the Goldfields
people will get even less water than they
do now. In the first place, that scheme
was built as a Goldfields water scheme, and
if supplies are needed for Intervening dis-
tricts the Government of the day should
make provision for them without taking
advantage of the existing scheme, thus de-
priving the Goldfields of water.

Mr. Yates: Duplication of the existing
line to Merredin might overcome that.

Mr. MOIR: That is the answer.
Mr. Yates: It would cost a consider-

able sum of money.
Mr. MOIR: The Minister said that

plans are being drawn up for the instal-
lation of a new electric pump at Mun-
daring. That installation will pump
slightly more than 15.000.000 gallons of
water per day. That certainly would lift
water out of Mundaring Weir. But we
cannot get water from that weir unless
we provide the facilities and enlarge the
pipelines. I have information that early
this year work was in progress on that
Pipeline at the Mundaring end, to en-
large the capacity of the pipeline, and
that it was suddenly stopped and the
men put off. I heard previously that
the reason the enlarging of the pipeline
was not gone on with was that materials
were not available. The Government
could not obtain the steel Pipes. My in-
formation now is that steel pipes are
readily available but it appears that the
Government has not now the money to
proceed with the project. I cannot under-
stand why, when the money is available
and the materials are not that money is

not set aside until the materials become
available so that the work can be con-
tinued.

I do not know what provision has been
made on the Goldfields this year for
policing water restrictions and how they
are to be carried out. I know an officer
of the department visited those towns
and had conferences with the local gov-
erning bodies. I also saw in the Press
that a 10 per cent. restriction was to be
imposed. I have not seen any indication
of a 10 per cent. restriction, or any other
restriction, being imposed lower down the
Goldfields water supply line. Why should
there be this differentiation of treatment?
Why should the Goldfields be sinled out
for these restrictions? Why not have
everybody sharing them? It is not good
enough that the People farthest away and
who seriously lack amenities, compared
with those living closer to the city, should
have these restrictions imposed on them
and that those who live in a more salubri-
ous climate should not. I cannot under-
stand that and would like to have an
answer from the Minister.

I heard the Minister mention last even-
ing that be may have to ask people in the
metropolitan area to co-operate in the
use of water. From my observation I
think it high time something was done.
if there is a scarcity of water here. I
have seen sprinklers turned on in parks
while it was actually raining. It appears
that the authorities in control have a
certain day when the water is to be
turned on, and it is turned on no matter
whether It is raining cats and dogs. I
assure members that the people on the
Goldfieds would not be so foolish as to
turn on the water if is was raining. If we
had sufficient rain up there, I would not
be talking about lack of water.

Mr. Yates: A lot of these parks have
their own water systems.

Mr. MOIR: They may have, but that is
no excuse for a waste of water in the
metropolitan area. They are in an entirely
different position from people on the Gold-
fields. In the metropolitan area, if there
was a shortage of reticulated water, they
could put down a spear and get good pot-
able water anywhere.

Mr. Cornell: At a cost!
Mr. MOIR: I assure the hon. member

that the restricted water we get on the
Goldfields is also obtained at a cost: we
have to pay very heavily for it. A friend
of mine in the metropolitan area is, on
the ratable value of his land, allowed
50,000 gallons before he pays excess. After
that, his excess water is charged for at
Is. per thousand gallons. So, if he uses
50,000 gallons in excess he has to pay
another 50s. I suppose mine would be the
average residential block on the Goldfields.
The water allowed on the ratable value
of the land is 9,500 gallons. Over that we
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pay excess at a rate of 4s. 6d. a thousand
gallons. So members can understand that
Goldflelds people are very careful about
excess water. They certainly do not use
any more than is necessary, particularly
with the cost of excess at 4s. 64. a thous-
and gallons.

Another matter that comes to my mind
has been mentioned in this Chamber, and
it is that the people at Kwinana will pay
Gd. a thousand gallons. The industrial
users on the Goldfields pay 7Is. 6d. a
thousand. We know we certainly are
farther from the metropolitan area, but
I think it is high time the Government
examined the position in regard to a flat
rate for water throughout country areas
and the Goldfields. Surely we should look
at water supplies on a national basis. If
people were not prepared to work, live
and produce in country areas and the
Goldfields, there would be no metropolitan
area at all. It is high time that aspect
was looked into. I know the Government
has a committee investigating the matter
at present, but I cannot see what more
it can tell the Government than it al-
ready knows. It is only a matter of figures,
and the Government has all the figures
before it now.

I have not heard anything from the
Minister concerning the enlargement of
sections of the Goldfields pipeline; that
is. the 24-Inch diameter pipe as against
the 30-inch main of which, of course, the
Goldfields pipeline largely consists. Be-
fore an adequate supply of water can
reach the Goldfields, those 24-inch sec-
tions must be taken out and 30-inch
sections put in their place. I notice the
Government has plans for enlarging the
pipelines of certain sections from Mun-
daring to Sawyers Valley and some at Cun-
derdin. I think the only solution Is to
duplicate the pipeline, probably as far as
Merredin, and also certainly to enlarge
the 24-inch sections that are now in the
existing pipeline, I think there are about
32 miles of that, and all on the Goldfields
end. With the pumping machinery that
is already on the pipeline, it will be pos-
sible to put more water through the pipes.

We have the capacity there at present
for putting 5,500,000 million gallons
through per day to No. 8 Pumping Sta-
tion, the last pump before the Goldfields
towns proper come on to the line. It ap-
pears that water Is unavailable at present
to go through that station. Restrictions
are imposed on Goldfields towns year after
year-and presumably the restrictions will
become worse as more water is required
iii other areas, the agricultural areas, for
instance-with the result that the supply
to the Goldfields will become less each
year. I shall be interested to hear the
Minister when he replies to the debate.
and to see whether he has any suggestions
regarding the supply of water to Goldfields
towns.

MRl. RODOREDA (Pilbara) (7.553: The
member for Boulder has been discussing
matters of tremendous importance to the
Goldfields and to the State, and I would
like to refer to a matter of equal, if not
greater, importance to the North-West. I
notice in the Estimates that for repairs
and maintenance to North-West harbours,
jetties, etc., there is a sum of £66,000
against an actual expenditure of £82,000
odd last year. I want to bring to the
Minister's attention the fact that this
£82,000 odd included the very minimum
of repairs to jetties and, by the look of the
Estimates for next year, less still is going
to be allowed for them. These are of the
greatest importance to the North-West. I
have had replies given to me previously
this session indicating that the jetties are
in a very bad state of repair; indeed, that
they are dangerous. On the 15th October,
I asked the Minister the following ques-
tion'.

Is It a fact that there are practically
no jetty piles on hand at most North-
West ports, and that a considerable
number of piles require renewal?

The answer was--
Stocks of piles at ports are gener-,

ally low. In most jetties only replace-
ment of some piles is desirable.

I then asked a further question as follows:
Can any North-West jetty be con-

sidered in a state warranting immedi-
ate replacement of piles?

The answer was--
Yes. Replacement of piles is in pro-

gress at several ports at present.
It was in progress to the extent that one
or two replacement piles were put in,
whereas 30 or 40 were required. I then
asked the following series of questions to
which I received answers:-

Q. Could these jetties become dan-
gerous unless repairs are done without
delay?

A. Yes, If delay is unduly prolonged.
Q. Is the lack of piles at ports due

to inability of State ships to transport
them, and If so, what is the solution
of the problem? If not, what is the
reason for the shortage of piles?

A. Shipping of piles this year has
not been as great as desired, partly
owing to the absence of the "Dulver-
ton." Both the "Dorrigo" and "Dul-
verton" are lifting piles in November.

The answers given were putting it mildly.
As the Minister will see, very little repair
work was done to Jetties during the last
financial year, and now the estimate has
been cut down by £14,000 or £15,000, indi-
cating that practically no replacement of
piles will take place during the current
year. Prom, my own knowledge, I would
say that one or two of these jetties are
in a very dangerous condition, owing to
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lack of replacement of piles. It could
happen that the master of a ship, having
run into adverse conditions in berthing,
could knock over 10 or 12 piles and Isolate
the port so far as receipt of cargo Is con-
cerned. This matter is of tremendous im-
portance to the North-West. I would like
to impress that upon the Minister and ask
him to give his personal attention to it,
and see if these jetty piles cannot be got
to the North-West as quickly as possible.
The "Dorrigo" and "Dulverton" are the
only ships that can carry these long, heavy
Piles-some of them 'l0ft. or more-and
they are no light item. But this has to
be done if the jetties are to be repaired
and made reasonably safe.

The jetty at Broome is hardly worth
repairing and something must be done by
the Government, but the provision of
£68,000 this year as against more than
£80,000 last year envisages that not much
consideration has been given to the mat-
ter. If lack of revenue funds is the reason
for this, I should think that some portion
of the £40,000 to be given to the race clubs
might well have been expended on this
work.

The Minister for Works: The Vote was
£58,000 and we spent £82,000 and it is
reasonable to expect that there will be a
margin over £68,000.

Mr. RODOREDA: Yet no jetty piles were
replaced. I suppose that no fewer than
100 new piles would be required to make
those jetties reasonably safe. I hope the
Minister will give this matter his personal
attention and see whether greater progress
cannot be made than has been made dur-
ing the last few years.

I should like a little information on the
item "Refrigeration plants, North-West,
operating costs," for which the estimate
this year is £4,200 while the expenditure
last year was £2,984. The Government has
installed these plants so that people may
store their perishables from the time they
are taken from the ships until they can
be lifted. A fee is charged to the users
and I should like to know what revenue
has been obtained from this source during
the last financial year.

MRF. OLDPIELD (Maylands) [8.2): An
amount of £60,000 has been provided for
the rehabilitation of the Guild!ford-road.
Some months ago I inquired when the
Main Roads Department would commence
work on this undertaking and the in-
formation given to me was that it would
be put in hand as soon as possible follow-
ing a survey to determine road drainage
requirements relative to other existing
public utilities in the road reserve, but
that plans and specifications had not been
finalised. The surface of the road is de-
teriorating rapidly, and I hope that in
the very near future the work of rein-
statement will commence.

For many years people in the Maylands
East area have waited anxiously for the
extension of the gas mains to that dils-
trict. Some small extensions have been
made during the Past 12 months and
others have been promised In the early
part of this summer, but residents are
still eagerly awaiting the carrying out of
this work.

in the same area, a drainage scheme is
urgently required. The Public Works
Department undertook to survey the area.
and I understand that certain recom-
mendations have been submitted for a
drainage scheme. At the moment there
are no indications of its being carried
out, and I hope that during the ensuing
year the department will see fit to put
into effect a scheme for that area.

Another problem confronting the people
of Maylands East is the sewerage scheme.
I have been informed that the delay that
has extended over a number of years has
been due to the need for a pumping sta-
tion for the row lying areas. The new
areas are being built up rapidly and a sew-
erage scheme is urgently needed. These
are the only matters I wish to mention at
this stage and I hope the Minister will
regard these works as necessary and
urgent.

MR. MoCULLOCH (Hannans) [8.7?]:
After the remarks of the previous
speakers, there is very little left to be
said on these Estimates. The black road
from Perth to Kalgoorlie is now nearly
an accomplished fact, and I take this
opportunity of saying that the men who
have been working on the road-not the
Government-have done a very fine job.
I do not think there is a better highway in
the State. There are one or two dangerous
spots, and I think it would be possible to
improve some of the right angle bends
across the railway line. One of them
has been taken out at Liveseys Siding, but
there are a couple of others that need
attention. If they, too, were taken out
the road would be much better. Several
people travelling in those parts have suf-
fered accidents on account of their
vehicles overturning.

There is another portion of the road-
-the 25 miles between Kalgoorlie and
Broad Arrow. The Main Roads Board
constructed a bitumen surface there about
14 years ago, but whether it is still a
declared main road I am not aware. If
the Minister still controls that section,
he would be wise to have repairs effected
at one or two points. However, it may not
be a main road. The member for Boulder
referred to the complaints about water-
complaints that have been prevalent for
years. I receive numerous letters from
my constituents containing complaints
about the water. It is recognised that the
supply at Kalgoorlie is not sufficient to
meet the needs of all the people, and we
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are hoping that before long an improve-
ment will be effected. I conclude by again
congratulating the workers on that road
on the splendid job they have done.

MRt. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [8.10):
The member for Hannans stated he did not
think there was much left to be said fol-
lowing the remarks of previous speakers,
but I intend to submit to the Minister a
statement of the requirements of my dis-
trict. Dealing first with the water supply,
during the last eighteen months an effort
has been made to get extensions along
Beechboro-road to Walter-road. I under-
stand that the Minister has had an inves-
tigation made and decided that the supply
should not be carried beyond Kellys joinery
works in Beechboro-road owing to in-
sufficiency of pressure. A sum of £200 was
required as a guarantee and up to £175 was
available to meet the deficiency.

However the department decided to go
no further than the joinery works and the
residents beyond that point, who for years
have been anxiously awaiting an extension
of the main, will now have to wait until
another scheme is put into effect. I have
been informed that this additional scheme
is being investigated by the department,
and that it is thought the proper course
to adopt would be to extend the main from
the Grand Promenade along Walter-road.
I have been told that the cost of taking
the lB-inch main as far as Beechboro-
road and then in a northerly direction to
serve a large number of residents will be
£0,.000. Three miles at the rear of Bays-
water, 100 new Australian families are liv-
ing. and they have to depend upon wells
for water. Representations have been made
to the department to extend the mains
to serve them.

I appreciate that between Morley Park
and Beechboro-road the population is
rather sparse, but I suggest that if the
whole scheme cannot be undertaken, a
partial scheme might be adopted that would
enable the water to be carried as far as
the Morley Park State school. A new
school was built at Morley Park 18 months
ago and the number of children in attend-
ance is increasing, and the stage has been
reached when the school and the centre of
Morley Park should be supplied. If this
were done, steps could be taken later on
to supply the new Australians to whom I
have referred.

Now I wish to deal with the question of
drainage. This is an Important require-
ment in my district, though, in the old
Middle Swan electorate, it was a much
more urgent problem. Before the present
Government took office, the need for a
drainage system in the metropolitan area
was regarded as paramount because of the
fact that in the years 1945 and 1946 we had
two very severe winters, and the water
level rose all around the metropolitan area,
so much so that even people in the

nearer suburbs had to put planks on their
verandahs to gain access to their homes.
Many others, within 5 miles of the G.P.O.,
were inundated with water soakage from
the ground. Representations were made to
the then Minister-and I was on his back
to get something done-that a comprehen-
sive drainage scheme should be inaugur-
ated. This occurred just before I ceased
to be the member for Middle Swan in 1946.

The incoming Minister, Mr. Doney, and
his successor, the present Minister, car-
ried on the comprehensive scheme, and in
all £26,000 has been spent on the survey.
The time has been reached when more
capital work should be inaugurated. It is
rather unfortunate that now, when there
is a greater need than ever for this
scheme, as a result of considerable in-
creases in population, Loan Funds should
have steadily diminished. Nevertheless,
the matter has been brought forcibly
before the Minister. A deputation
waited on his officers, but unfortunately
he himself could not be present. The mem-
ber for Canning and I introduced the depu-
tation, which included representatives of
the Belmont Park Road Board which is
vitally interested in the matter.

The Minister did give us some indication
that an endeavour would be made to initi-
ate some of the proposals put forward in
respect to the scheme. I am hoping that
some capital works will be commenced in
the Belmont district. Drainage schemes
are costly jobs, but had it not been for the
drain in the Maylands district, known as
the East-st.-John-st. drain, which was
commenced in the depression years, many
property owners in Mt. Lawley and May-
lands would have made many complaints
in the intervening years. In both the Can-
ning electorate and my district the water
comes off the hills and, according to the
severity of the winter, does considerable
damage. Because of the activities of the
State Housing Commission in these areas,
the time has arrived when something prac-
ticable should be undertaken.

What applies to the Belmont district
applies with equal force to the Bayswater
area. A scheme known as the mainl drain-
age scheme has been before the depart-
ment for many years. Within the last
three years this particular area has been
built up all around the drain. Many
people on the low-lying portions will un-
doubtedly be In for a bad time if we get
severe winters in the future, and no mat-
ter what Government is in office, strong
representations will be made to it to give
relief. The main street drain proposition
should be considered. This is on the river
side of Bayswater. Because of the build-
ing activity, a veritable lake was created
there, and the Bayswater Road Board
wrote to the department pointing out the
difficulty and urging that assistance be
given to install a subsidiary drain to take
these waters away.
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The local authorities are in no position
'to deal with these problems. I under-
stand that the Minister's officers are ex-
-am ining the proposition with a view to
inaugurating a scheme. Drainage is
costly, and Governments are reluctant
to undertake it unless they can see some
revenue as a result. However, I would
like to hear from the Minister, when he
replies to the debate, just what the de-
partment is doing in this matter. Another
point I wish to raise is in connection
with sewerage. More than 12 months
ago I took a deputation to the Minister
on behalf of the Belmont Park Road Board
which urged that the sewerage scheme be
extended from East Victoria Park to the
Rivervale district.

Because of the activities of the State
Housing Commission, Rivervale is a com-
pact area with more than 1,000 houses,
but they are dependent on either the old
pan system or the septic tank system.
The time has arrived when the sewerage
system should be extended there. The
Minister told the deputation that he would
endeavour, if it were at all possible, to
make some amount available to initiate the
scheme there. I put a question on the notice
paper in this connection. I notice that
in the Loan Estimates provision is made
for the extension of the sewerage system
in the Victoria Park area, and the pur-
pose of my question was to find out
whether the extension was to be in the
district represented by the member for
Victoria Park, or in the East Victoria Park
area. The Minister may be able to give
me some information in this regard.

Another drainage problem arises at the
Rivervale State school. Anyone who goes
to the Guildford airport can see the school.
Unfortunately it is on a low-lying piece
of ground. Were it not for the local
authority and the assistance rendered by
well-disposed engineers at the Guildford
airport, conditions would be worse there
than they are. On the 10th September,
1952, I asked the Minister these ques-
tions--

(1) Is he aware that the Redeliffe
school round has a considerable
Quantity of water on it, and is badly
in need of proper drainage?

(2) Is he aware that the shelter
sheds are partly In water?2

(3) As this condition of affairs has
existed for many years, and in view
of the fact that the school Is adjacent
to the Guildford airport and a bad
advertisement for the State, will he
give instruction to an officer to in-
vestigate and see if remedial action
can be taken?

The Minister replied-
(1) Yes.
(2) Yes.

(3) A comprehensive scheme for
drainage and paving was prepared
last year, at an estimated cost of
£1,675. Owing to lack of funds, the
work was not approved.

A reduced scheme to deal with the
worst aspect of the drainage only has
been prepared. This is estimated to
cost £300 and is now under consid-
eration by the Treasury.

The Parents and Citizens' Association
there, and the Belmont Park Road Board.
are definitely anxious that at least the
smaller scheme indicated by way of reply
to the question-that is a scheme costing
£300-should be gone on with. It is not
mtuch good starting the scheme nest win-
ter. The time to do it is in the summer
months when the work can be done and
the relief obtained in the following win-
ter. I am interested to know whether
the Treasurer has given his approval. The
people who go to and from the airport
see the condition of the school-ground and
it is certainly not a good advertisement
for the State.

The job to be carried out there is defi-
nitely one for the Water Supply Depart-
ment. The comprehensive drainage
scheme is important, but I realise that
because of the shortage of Loan Funds
the Treasurer will tighten up on expendi-
ture in this direction. It was suggested
in the report that was made available
by the Minister to the Press, that it was
estimated to cost £250,000 to deal with
these problems in Belmont and Rivervale.
Whilst this might appear to be a substan-
tial sum, it ought to be possible for a goal

-to be set that could be achieved within
a period of years. If that were done, then
if only £25,000 were spent annually, within
eight or 10 years many of the problems
would be overcome. It certainly would
relieve the local authority. I felt in duty
bound to ventilate these matters because
they are of considerable importance to
the electors I represent.

MR. GUTHflEE (Bunbury) [8.271: I
think the Minister has made a mistake
in the item "Bunbury Harbour Mainten-
ance-Dredging." The expenditure for
1951-52 was £29,870, and the decrease for
1952-53 is £29,870. This means that no-
thing has been allotted for Bunbury har-
bour maintenance. I think the Minister
must have made a mistake because he as-
sured me there would be a dredge there
all the year I ask the Minister whether
the Estimate is correct.

MR.' STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) [8.28]: 1
want to deal with a matter I mentioned
briefly on the Address-in-reply, and that
is the considerable increase that has taken
place in the charges for water, not only
in the metropolitan area but also on the
Goldfields. I know that It will be said
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that the water rate has not been increased.
It would not be so bad if the water rate
had been increased-because then all the
people who consumed water would pay
for what they used-instead of the back-
door method of increasing the annual
valuation that has been adopted by the
Government in connection with the pay-
ment for water here and on the Ooldfields.

The Minister for Works: That was in-
tended when the original legislation was
introduced.

Mr. STYANTS: It was not. The Minis-
ter knows quite well how it came about.
The first Intention was to adopt a straight-
forward manner of increasing the charge
for water. He knows that a party meeting
was held to consider the advisability of
increasing the charge for water in the
metropolitan area and the Goldfields just
before an election. Information was given
to the Press that the Government in-
tended to increase the rate per 1,000 gal-
lons, but after that meeting, which I be-
lieve consisted principally of metropolitan
members, there was doubt as to the wis-
dom of making the increase with an elec-
tion coming on early nest year, and it
was decided to use an indirect method
and one which has not been fair to the
users of water. In some instances valua-
tions have been raised by as much as '75
per cent., while in others they have not
been raised. On the 12th of August last
I asked the Minister for Works-

Is it correct that for the ensuing
year, although the water rate in the
metropolitan area has not been in-
creased, the valuations on many pro-
perties have been increased as much
as 15 or 20 per cent.?

From the publicity in the Press regarding
the question I found that 15 or 20 per
cent, was a conservative estimate of the
increases that have taken place in many
instances. The Minister replied-

Yes. There has been no general
review of valuations by the Metro-
politan Water Supply, Sewerage and
Drainage Department in respect of
the present current rating year.

That seems to be correct, but certain
people have been picked out to have their
valuations raised considerably. The Min-
ister further said-

Normal reviews, which Progress
throughout each year have occurred
consequent upon improvements, ad-
ditions, etc. to properties.

That is not correct and I can show the
Minister or his departmental officers pre-
mises that do not come within- that
category, but on which the rate has been
increased by from 20 to 40 per cent. The
Minister further replied-

Variations of valuations by those
municipalities whose valuations are
adopted by the department necessarily
reflect any Increase or decrease.

That is not true, either.
The Minister for Works: It is, as far as

we know.
Mr. STYANTS:, The Water Supply De-

partment valuation is considerably in ex-
cess of the local government valuation.
It would have been more to the credit of
the department to make these increases
in a direct and straightforward maimer.
Had the department made a direct in-
crease in the rate those using the water
would have paid for it, whereas now there
are many premises receiving water supplies
at the old rate, while others have had their
valuations Increased in some cases by as
much as 75 per cent. and are thus paying
the increased cost. An official of the
department told me that no increase has
taken place In the charge for water on the
Qoldfields for many years, and that in
fact there had been a small reduction.

The Chief Secretary: It was a fairly
substantial reduction.

Mr. STYANTS: What was the per-
centage?

The Chief Secretary: I think it was 33
1/3 Per cent. in many instances.

Mr. STYANTS: I believe the average
reduction was about 15 per cent. but in any
case that has all been swept aside by the
method now adopted, under which the
valuations of premises have been raised.

The Chief Secretary: That is inescap-
able and is happening all over Australia.

Mr. STYANTS: It Is not fair. It would
be better to say, "We must increase the
price of water from 2s. 6d. to s. 6d., per
1,000 gallons because of increasing costs."
Under that method everyone would have
shared the increased burden. It would
have been better than the present back-
door method.

The Chief Secretary: It is not a back-
door method.

Mr. STYANTS: -It is, because some pe-
ople have had their Properties revalued
up as much as 75 per cent., and there is
nothing equitable in that. I desire to
record my protest against the method
adopted although I realise it costs consider-
ably more now to supply water, either here
or on the Goldflelds. than it did 10 years
ago.

HION. J. T. TONKIN (Melville) [5.37]:
I have for some time been concerned about
the number of burst mains that have
occurred in East Fremantle. There have
been as many as three or four bursts in
one short street on occasions, and I think
the total number of bursts over a period
of a few months would exceed 20.
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The Minister for Works: Bursts in the
mains?

Ron. J. T. TONKIN: Yes, in. the street
mains. I am wondering what is causing
it and whether the department has given
the matter thought. I fear that the mains
are so old that they will have to be re-
newed, although the pressure has been
gradually falling off for some time. I
am aware that many new houses being
erected in the Applecross, Palmnyra and
Bicton areas are drawing from those mains
and reducing the pressure at properties
closer to Premantle. I am concerned about
the falling off in the supply and the fre-
quency with which mains in the area are
bursting.

I have been approached several times
by People who reported to me that mains
had burst in certain streets and within a
short time the department has had some-
one there to effect repairs, but I believe
the mains are In a bad state. If that is
so the Government is faced with heavy ex-
penditure in renewing them because it is
a costly business to effect repairs every few
days. I would like the Minister to go
into that matter and make proper pro-
vision for effecting a remedy. The Gov-
ernment commenced putting dawn a bore
at Attadale and there was considerable
activity there for some months, but in
recent times the work seems to have
ceased.

The Minister for Works: The con-
tractor had tr-ouble with the casing, which
fell down the bore or something of that
sort, and caused considerable delay.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Has the bore been
abandoned?

The Minister for Works: Definitely
not.

Ron. J. T. TONKIN: It is many
months since the work was started.

The Minister for Works: Yes. I under-
stand it is going forward again now.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Is the project to
be continued to provide that supply?

The Minister for Works: Yes.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Those were the

matters I wished to mention and I hope
the Minister will have inquiry made about
them so that I will be in a position. to ad-
vise residents of the district concerned.

[Mr. Rodoreda took the Chair.]

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
10. Brand-Greenough-in reply) 18.421:
Anyone listening to the debate on this Vote
must appreciate that the most important
subject before us is an adeqjuate supply of
water for both city and country interests.
Governments in the past have appreciated
the need to provide sufficient water in the
metropolitan area and do everything pos-
sible to reticulate the country areas from

the coastal Supplies, as well as to con-
serve on the Spot whatever water was
available in country districts. As water
supplies are completed in various centres
there quickly builds up a demand for an
increased supply and there are many pro-
blems associated with the high cost of
water.

One can appreciate the points raised
by members in regard to rates, especially
in country areas. The tendency in mod-
ern times, when water is available, is to
provide ourselves with better domestic
facilities and to improve our living condi-
tions and environment by the growing of
lawns and gardens, with the result that
a greater quantity of water is being used
wherever it is available. As I proceed I
will deal with the questions that have
been raised by various members. Last
night the Leader of the Opositlon made
reference to insurance, using that to open
a discussion on the number of motorcars
used in the Government services. This
would be a matter for consideration of the
Premier, because I control only certain
departments. Other Ministers Perhaps
have, under their jurisdiction, a greater
number of motorcars than I have because
of the wide country interests of the de-
partments which they control. However,
the Premier has asked me to point out
to members that this matter is closely
watched by a committee, the members of
which include the Public Service Commis-
sioner, and if a vehicle Is required by a
department this committee must first give
its approval.

It is evident to all of us that there are
a great number of Government oars and
other vehicles being used and I quite agree
that the position must be closely watched.
In these days there is a tendency to use
road transport more than ever, especially
on the road referred to by the Leader of
the opposition, namely, the Bunbury
-road, Great activity Is taking place in
the areas through which that road runs,
involving the use of cars by such Govern-
mnent instrumentalities as the State Elec-
tricity Commission, the Irrigation Depart-
ment and the Lands Department, which
controls War Service Land Settlement.
Therefore, it is not surprising that that
road was selected for comment in regard
to the number of Government vehicles
that use it.

A question was also asked about the
high cost of the work being done on the
Mullewa Hospital and reference was made
to the approval of it by the Treasury,
Following on a protest meeting being held.
1. as member for the district, visited
Mullewa. The hospital was in a very bad
way, the nurses' quarters in particular.
There is a commnent on the file by the
member for Eyre which was made when
he was Minister for Health to the effect
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that something should be done. I was
able to prevail upon the Minister for
Health and the Treasurer to do some-
thing for this hospital and, although the
cost was high at the time and has further
increased since, the work has been done
at a reasonable price by today's standard.
It was very difficult to interest anybody to
do not only this work but also other works
far removed from the metropolitan area.

The Leader of the Opposition also re-
ferred to the water supply at Mt. Ida. I1
will give that question further considera-
tion. However, from advice given to me,
no one was authorised to submit a propo-
sition to the local people that something
would be done for them on a 50-50 basis.
I repeat, however, that I have gained that
information aver the telephone because I
have not been able to peruse the file my-
self. Referring to the provision of a
"catwalk" at the Canning Bridge, which
was raised by the member for Merredin-
Yilgarn, I know he is greatly interested in
that matter as was the local member who
has spoken to me on a number of occa-
sions about it and who prevailed upon
me to make an inspection one morning.

Mr. Yates: Did you catch any fish
while you were there?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: None
whatsoever. Members may be aware that
a similar situation exists at Mandurah
where the Government is providing a
much-needed new bridge. The local
authority has requested that a platform
similar to that which was on the old
bridge should be erected for use by
tourists.

Mr. J. Hegney: It took a lot of pres-
sure to get that bridge.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Mem-
bers of the Opposition last year said it
was an absolute disgrace that the Govern-
ment had not proceeded with that work
so, taking that as a lead, the Government
felt that a bridge should be built. At
Mandurah the local authority has brought
pressure to bear on the Treasury and the
local member to provide this fishing plat-
form, but we have resisted these efforts.
In the construction of the new bridge
certain additions have been made to the
concrete piles for the provision of such
a platform, but the platform itself must
be provided by the local authority.

Mr. McCulloch: They are catching big
fish down there.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
is aL subject for another discussion. The
Main Roads Department has resisted any
suggestion to provide such amenities as
fishing decks under the bridges on the
score. I think, that certain safety mea-
sures would have to be taken if this were
done. With wooden bridges there is al-

ways a danger of fire. Also, it is felt
that the main roads funds are not avail-
able for such work.

Mr. Kelly: A good deal of the Canning
Bridge structure is already of wood.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I know
and because of that there is always a
danger of fire. The department's main
argument is that the provision of such
platforms for fishermen is not necessarily
the responsibility of the Main Roads De-
partment.

Mr. Kelly: I would not mind if a steel
construction was put there.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I will
take note of that interjection by the hon.
member. The member for Eyre referred
to a swimming pool that is to be provided
at Norseman by the local goldmining in-
terests and I feel sure that that move is
appreciated. The department was asked
to make 180,000 gallons of water available
to fill the pool in January when it was at
its wits end to provide sufficient water for
the Ooldfields system. However, because
the mining interests desired to proceed
with the construction of a pool, I con-
sidered that a senior officer of the de-
partment should proceed to Norseman
and discuss with the local authority and
representatives of the mining interests
any alternatives. It has been recom-
mended that if the mining interests carry
out their intention later on in the year
we will fill the pool during the winter
period and undertake to provide approxi-
mately 120.000 gallons of water a month
throughout the summer months of 1953,
to offset evaporation, wastage or leak-
age. That is qualified by the condition
that if any restrictions are applied to the
swimming pool at Kalgoorlie they will also
be applied to that at Norseman. That is
as much as the department can do.

The member for Eyre and other mem-
bers have raised the point that the pipe-
line should be of greater capacity. I agree
that the existing pipeline belongs to an
era when the development of the State
and the population were not so great.
As a means of providing an immediate
supply of water, the department has in-
stalled four booster pumps along that
pipeline. The hon. member is of the
opinion that this is a waste of money
and that we should proceed with the lay-
ing of a pipe of greater capacity.

Hon, E. Nulsen: From a business point
of view the department should.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: From
a business point of view, yes, but from
a practical point of view it cannot be
done. It is realised that that pipeline
must be enlarged as soon as possible, but
even if we started the work tomorrow
it would be an extremely lengthy process
and some boosting of that supply must
be done immediately.
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Ron. E. Nulsen: It is necessary In the
meantime.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
'necessary because, as the hon. member
knows, we have no reserve at Norseman
and that is something to which we must
give attention. The bon. member also
referred to a statement made by the late
Hon. P. Collier that experts were a curse
to the country. I believe that he meant
that In a broad sense, but it offers me
an opportunity to mention that Mr.
Dumas will be retiring as Director of
Works in the early part of next year and I,
as the Minister at present wish to say how
much his work has been appreciated. I
know that other Ministers who have been
associated with him in the past would
pass the same remark. His vision has
been a great asset to this State, that
being recognised, incidentally, by the
Australian Institute of Engineers.

Hon. E. NuLsen: I hope, by your re-
marks, you do not think I was reflecting
on Mr. Dumas's efficiency.

The MINISTER IFOR WORKS: No, I
do not think that. I merely took the oppor-
tunity of making reference to Mr. Dumias.
I also know that members fully appreciate
the long hours that are put in by other
senior civil servants, and the great work
that is being done by them for the State
when its development is of such magni-
tude and the pace has been so rapid.

The Premier: Mr. Dumas has been one
of the outstanding civil servants in the
whole of Australia.

The Chief Secretary: And no-one is
likely to deny it, either.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: A great
deal of work has been done in the Canning
area, but at present the department is
seriously handicapped. We have plans to
reticulate the district in a short time. We
find that the calls for extension of that
main are so great that the hydraulics of
that system have to be attended to quickly.
As a result of our recent experiences, I
have called upon the Under Secretary for
Water Supply to ensure that our engineers
in laying mains In that area shall use their
imagination to allow for some margin in
the future in order to avoid. if possible.
a duplication or relaying of the pipe after
a short period.

I have noted what the member for Collie
has said about the houses now ready to be
connected up with the water supply at
Collie and also his reference to the drain-
age problem at that centre. I visited Collie
in company with the hon. member and
realised, after making inspections, that the
town has a real drainage problem. How-
ever, as with all drainage problems, It will
be a very expensive Job and consideration
has already been given to it, in conjunc-
tion with the State Housing Commission

which is vitally interested. I understand
the Commission has made available the
necessary funds for these houses to be con-
nected with the water supply, and I will
inquire as to why the work has not been
proceeded with immediately if the houses
are ready for occupation.

The member for Leederville, in referring
to sewerage, made some cynical remarks
about smells, but I feel that that reference
is best by-passed. The sewerage work to
which he has referred was requested and
pressed for by the late Hon. A. H. Panton,
and I have done my best as Minister to
ensure that that work was carried out.
Whether it was coincidental that it was
commenced on the day of the election, I
do not know nor am I very interested.

The member for Oeraldton pressed the
case for Improved water supplies. I repre-
sent an area that is closely associated with
Geraldton and, both as a private indi-
vidual and as a member of this H-ouse, I
am fully aware of the great problem there.
The water supply is from an underground
source and comes from Witcherina. Some
anxiety has been occasioned the depart-
ment because of the fear that the supply
might cut out. Experimental work has
been carried out and within the last fort-
night an extra £2,000 has been made avail-
able for undertaking small drill borings in
order to ensure continuity of supply.

As for the rising main, we are very
anxious to complete the work and I hasten
to tell the hon. member we know the neces-
sity for an increased supply at Oeraldton
from the summit tank down to the port.
I think it is necessary to increase the ris-
ing main in connection with the con-
templated increased capacity of the sum-
mit tank. However, no great improvement
will be felt as regards the quantity of water
available until we can accomplish the next
stage, which is to increase the capacity of
the gravitation main.

Mr. Sewell: And there is necessity to
provide for a margin of safety.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I had a
discussion today with the Mayor of Gerald-
ton who told me that over recent years
there had been an increase of 20 per cent.
in the draw upon electricity supplies at
Oeraldton, and I should say that a similar
percentage might well apply to the con-
sumption of water at that centre. That
is so, particularly when we bear In mind
that there is a partial irrigation scheme
there in connection with tomato-growing,
which is a very important industry to
Western Australia and particularly to that
part of the State. No stone will be left
unturned to cope with the supply of water
required, even if the quality be not the
best, in the interests of the people who
need it most.

Goldfields members have expressed their
views with regard to water restrictions. I
am perfectly aware that restrictions are
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not welcome at any time. I realise that
there is an argument on their part that
the scheme was put in for the Goldfieds
people and the goldmining industry and
that it should be retained for that pur-
pose. On the other hand, I think all reason-
able members will accept the position that
the increased demand for water throughout
the area between Perth and Kalgoorie
and in the rural districts as well, has been
so great that the department has not been
able to cope with it. That has been the
position, not only under the present Gov-
ernment, but under the previous Admini-
stration as well. It has been found impos-
sible to go ahead with the provisions of
water requirements as fast as people would
desire. That has been so because of the
shortage of labour and materials and the
intervention of the war. Now that mate-
rials are more readily available the diffi-
culty regarding finance is apparent. How-
ever, emphasis is being placed on the Im-
provement of the pipeline, together wit
the elimination of the bottlenecks that
are causing so much trouble.

I cannot state exactly where the bottle-
necks are, but the engineers know that
and are endeavouring to give first priority
to dealing with them so as to improve the
capacity of the main. When the elec-
trical pump is installed at Mundaring, the
final capiacity of the main will be
13,000,000 gallons per day. I can assure
members that the restrictions will not
be any greater than those applied last
year, and the 10 per cent restriction en-
visaged for a short period will apply over
the system.

Hon. E. Nulsen: Why are the re-
strictions greater on the Goldfieds than
in the agricultural areas lower down?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I was
under the impression that the 10 per cent
restriction applied over all the areas
served by the Goldfields water main.
Some restrictions were placed on some of
the land users, but it is not anticipated
this year that those restrictions will be
necessary.

Mr. Mculloch: Will that apply to the
market gardeners?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I noted
the point made by the member for Han-
nans who has always been a great advo-
cate for the supply of water to market
gardeners and poultry farmers at Kal-
goorlie, and I agree that those Producers
should be encouraged. However, it must
be recognised that if we were to permit
an increased usage of water at a time
when we well know we have not sufficient
water to continue normal supplies, we
would be, to use aL well-known phrase,
merely leading them up the garden path.
Restrictions will have to continue until
we have better facilities for providing
water at that end.

You, Mr. Chairman, t3 member for
Pilbara, made reference to the jetty prob-
lem in the North-West. I anticipated that
point being raised seeizi, that You had
asked certain questions in the House. I
bad a discussion with Mr. Diamond, the
engineer for that area, and he advises me
that two shiploads of piles have gone
North and a third is about to leave. The
Minister for the North-West has informed
me that piles will go forward as shipping
is available. The position has improved
a great deal and he is satisfied for the
time being. I agree that storm damage to
jetties along the northern coast is a
matter of grave concern to the residents
in that part of the State, as shipping is
one of their means of transport. I can
assure You. Mr. Chairman, that high
priority will be given to the work as
Piles become available. Reference was
also made to refrigeration Plant and I
have been advised by Mr. Diamond that
he is not in a Position to give details in
that regard, nor have I any details of
the revenue or loss in connection with the
plants. If I can, I will supply those figures
at a later date.

The member for Hannans commented
on the completion of the black road to
Kalgoorlie. In spite of his assertions that
it reflected no credit on the Government
or the Minister-I think he Put emphasis
on the reference to the Minister-I can
assure him that I am particularly inter-
ested in the work, because I have lived
in Kalgoorlie and know the circumstances.
I have personally intervened on a number
of occasions with the object of getting
the black road completed. While I am
not seeking any credit in the matter-

The Premier: You will not get it.

The Minister for Lands: The member
for Hannans would not give it to you.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I think
the hon. member, in his heart of hearts,
is Prepared to give credit for what is
done, provided it is not a matter of E a. d.
All members appreciate the work that
is being done by the Main Roads Depart-
ment's gangs and especially what is being
done by those in authority in areas far
removed from civilisation. Although I do
not say similar action has not been taken
in te Past, as Minister, I have endeav-
oured to do what is possible to improve
living conditions, and I am firmly con-
vinced that those conditions have improved
and a better class of worker is going out
to the hinterland, with the result that
we are getting some return for our money.

Hon. E. Nulsen: I will certainly give
You credit if You do something about the
black road from Coolgardie to Norseman.

The INI STER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member Is always appreciative of
work that is carried out in his electorate
and I propose--
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Hon. J. T. Tonkin: When money is
available.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: -yes,
when money is available-

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: The same old story.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If the

member for Melville were in my seat
today, I cannot imagine his saying any-
thing different. if money is available, we
shall proceed with that work. The mem-
ber for Bunbury made one of those
speeches we all like to hear-brief and
to the point. He referred to a matter
that I already had noted for attention.
The Under Secretary for Works advises
me that there has been some adjustment
of moneys in respect of the dredge "Gov-
ernor," with the result that it will continue
maintenance work on the basis of funds be-
ing made available to the Bunbury Harbour
Board. I cannot explain the actual finan-
cial situation, but I am assured that money
is available for the working of the dredge
and that activities at the harbour will
be proceeded with.

Mr. May: He did not take long to
convince You.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I like
listening to fair-minded men. The mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie spoke about what he
described as "back-door methods" in con-
nection with increasing rates. When the
original legislation was introduced in re-
spect of the rating powers for water
undertakings, the rates were based on the
valuations of properties. It was antici-
pated that as the value of property In-
creased, so the valuation of houses would
go up and thereby help to carry the ris-
ing costs. Although the hon. member
did mention certain anomalies, I can as-
sure him there has been nothing deliberate
about the matter. I imagine that when
revaluations take place in an area, they
will apply right throughout the district
and all houses and interests concerned
will be covered. I see no unfairness or
back-door methods in that. The provision
is in the Act and it has always been
anticipated that, from time to time, in-
creased valuations would be made, with
the object of meeting rising costs.

Mr. Styants: The department has al-
ways followed the valuations of local
authorities but that was not done in this
case. It is miles ahead.

The MNISTER FOR WORKS: There
are some areas where we cannot use the
local authority rating, with the result
that we fix the rates ourselves. Should
anomalies occur, there is always the right
of appeal to the court.

Mr. Styants: Oh yeah!
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The

member for Kalgoorlie may say "Oh
yeah!" but what I have indicated is funda-
mental with regard to the matter of valua-
tions.

Mr. Styants: Why did not you increase
the charge per thousand gallons instead
of increasing valuations In some Instances?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I repeat
that there was no deliberate increase of
rating in one area and not in another. If
it were possible to get a full revaluation
right over, the valuations would be the
same throughout the State; there would
be the same basis of valuation. The reason
for not increasing the rates in the metro-
politan area was that it was felt that, with
the very rapid increase in population and
therefore the increased consumption of
water, and consequent increased income
and the fact that there would be an auto-
matic increase in valuation it was not
necessary this year to increase the rates.

I was reminded by the member for Mel-
ville that the mains in the East Fremantle
area are in a very bad condition, and it is
necessary to have some investigation. It
is quite uneconomic to have mains in such
a bad condition that bursts continue to
take place, pressure suffers and there is a
loss of water. I can assure the hon. mem-
ber that we will look at that position im-
mediately. The member for Middle Swan
raised a very worrying question-that of
drainage in the metropolitan area. I made
an inspection throughout the metropolitan
area and was amazed at some of the flood
conditions in certain parts late this winter.
I was accompanied by the Under Secretary
for Metropolitan Water Supply, and, upon
our return to the office, we decided it was
high time there was an implementation of
the comprehensive drainage scheme which
has already been prepared and which some
years ago it was estimated would cost
£250,000.

We must inquire into the economics of
the scheme and thoroughly investigate the
legislation associated with it in order to
to prepare a Bill for introduction Into this
House so that we can really tackle the
drainage system of the metropolitan area
through some Principle of rating. I think
that is the only way it can be done, namely,
by striking a rate throughout the metro-
politan area. It may not be so. but some
rating will have to be struck in order that
this very great problem may be dealt with.
I appreciate the comments that have been
made and the recognition of the depart-
ment's difficulties.

Vote put and passed.
Vlote-...Lands and Surveys, £C446,600:

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. L.
Thorn-Toodyay) rs.19]: In introducing
these Estimates I would like to deal with
the collections for the year 1951-52. They
were approximately £25,000 less than in
the previous year. A further decline in
revenue of £8,449 is anticipated this year,
During the last five years, there has been
considerable freeholding of Crown land,
and a large amount of arrears has been
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paid. Crown lands in the Rocky Gully and
Many Peaks areas have been acquired by
the Commonwealth Government for war
service land settlement purposes, and it is
expected that the payment of approxim-
ately £50,000 will be received by the State
during this financial year.

Some idea of the surveying and drafting
work for general land settlement under the
Land Act may be gained from the fact that
during the Past five years about 4,000 ap-
pications were approved for conditional
purchase land, covering more than 4,500.000
acres. From Perth-Bruce Rock to the Mur-
chison River. and including Esperance, the
total area classified was approximately
1,100,000 acres; designed for subdivision,
approximately 1,000,000 acres; surveyed
into farm areas, approximately 770.000
acres; and the length of new roads located
was approximately 900 miles. Classifica-
tion, road location, design for subdivision
and surveys in eight major war service land
settlement projects have been kept ahead
of requirements, notwithstanding the
rapid clearing with mechanised units.

The Pastoral Appraisement Board valued
and recommended rentals for land in 490
sheep and cattle stations with a total area
of 187.000,000 acres during the past seven
years. A total area of 310,000 square miles
has been covered by the R.A.A.F. aerial
photography, while private film agencies
have photographed 12,250 square miles.
In addition, 20 survey flights have been
made by chartered aircraft. Territory to
the extent of 65,800 square miles in the
Kimberleys and North-West has been
mapped to scale by photogranunetry meth-
ods, using R.A.A.P. photos. In the metro-
politan coastal region, 160 large-scale
photo maps covering 450 square miles have
been completed.

During the past five years, ten new town-
sites have been located and designed, seven
of which have been surveyed to the extent
necessary to meet present requirements.
The purchase of improved properties for
the settlement of ex-Servicemen under the
War Service Land Settlement Agreement
has practically ceased. Some develop-
ment has still to be completed on repur-
chased estates, but emphasis will be on the
development of virgin Crown land, a policy
that will accelerate the development of
the State's agricultural production. Of the
total of 680 ex-Servicemen awaiting wheat
and sheep farms, it is expected that ap-
proximately 300 will be willing to accept
properties in the south of the State which
are being developed from Crown lands.
and these should be provided during the
next two or three years.

To this end, the Land Settlement Board
has concentrated upon development of
virgin Crown lands in the North Prank-
land, Many Peaks and Stirling areas. The
North Frankland project area embraces
approximately 200,000 acres of timbered
country, carrying principally jarrah and

red gum, commencing about 20 miles west
of Mt. Barker and extending about 45
miles westward towards Manjimup, and is
divided by the main Mlc. Barker-Man-
jimup-rd. Extensive work has been car-
ried out in the Rocky Gully portion of this
project area. Development is for fat lamb
production, but general mixed farming Is
assured. Surveying and subdivision have
progressed to a stage where 92 farms
have been designed, 30 of which have been
allotted. It is anticipated that a further
60 farms will be developed this year. and
that 40 of these will be ready for allot-
ment early next year. When completed.
this project area will provide a total of
150 farms. The average rainfall is 30
inches.

The Mt. Many Peaks project embraces
approximately 30.000 acres, extending 20
to 30 miles north-east of Albany. About
ball the area is treeless plain and the
remainder is timbered. The average rain-
fall is 30 inches. Most of the soils are
suitable for development as pasture lands.
and the area is to be used for the pro-
duction of fat lambs, with, later, an ex-
tension to beef production. In this area
22 farms have been allotted, and it is
expected that a further five farms will be
sumfciently developed this year for allot-
ment under lease conditions early in 1953.
The Commonwealth has approved of the
commencement of work in the North Many
Peaks, area, where a further 100,000 acres
have been accepted as suitable for war
service land settlement purposes. This
area will provide an additional 33 wool
and fat lamb properties. Preliminary
first-phase clearing has commenced in the
timber country adjoining, and north of
the original 30,000-acre project. A system
of formed roads has also been established.

The Stirling project is in two sections.
the north comprising 400,000 acres and
the south from 300.000 to 350.000 acres.
Approximately 60 farms have been de-
signed in the northern area, which in-
cludes Jarramongup and Corackerup. of
which 20 will be ready for allotment next
year. When complete, the North Stirlings
project area will provide approximately
90 farms. The Southern Stirlings area
links up with the North Many Peaks pro-
ject.

Mr. May: What size are those farms?
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They are

various sizes. In the Many Peaks area.
which is suitable for fat lamb and cattle
raising, they are about 800 acres.

Mr. May: Is that enough?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. I
think it is too much, and I believe that
if the hon. member looked at the area
he would agree with me. It is excellent
pasture land and takes a lot of looking
after. As one goes further north, they
will be of farm size, up to 2,000 acres.
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Mr. May: What sheep do they carry
to the acre?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
doubtful. Some of them, during the flush
season, wll carry four sheep to the acre.

Hon. E. Nulsen: How many to the acre
per annum?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
would be a considerable reduction, taking
it over the year. I could not reliably say
how much.

Mr. Hoar: I think the estimate is three
to the acre when it gets established.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Commonwealth has, as an initial approval,
authorized the development of an area
of 50,000 acres for cereal and sheep farm-
ing. The size of each farm will vary from
2,000 to 3,000 acres according to soil
quality and rainfall, which is from 16 to
25 inches.

Mr. May: Does that include wheat?
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. I

think they will grow oat crops for a start,
and lead up to wheatgrowing. It is antici-
pated that when the area is fully de-
veloped, 150 new farms will have been
established. Development is well ad-
vanced on 17 of these, including six which
have been allotted.

At Narrikup development is being car-
ried out on ten farms for dairying. Fol-
lowing successful experiments in this
area, approximately 70,000 acres have been
released for civilian settlement under
special settlement conditions. An area of
120,000 acres suitable for dairying, wool
and fat lamb production is being developed
at Denbarker. The whole of this land
carries marketable timber and leases have
been arranged by the Forests Department
for its milling, commencing at the north-
ern end. The area will provide 160 farms
end arrangements are in hand for the de-
signing of farms in the northern portion.

Development of an area of approximately
200,000 acres extending north-west from
Rocky Gully and west of the Frankland
River will be commenced as soon as ma-
chinery is available from Rocky Gully. It
is anticipated that 120 wool and fat lamb
farms will be obtained, and consideration
is being given to the designing of roads,
and subdivision. The State Government
has assisted dairy farmers in the raising
of the productivity of their farms by
cleaning up partly cleared areas. Ap-
proximately 140 application were received.
and work was carried out on 3,250 acres
by 10 Fiat 50 h.p. tractors which were pur-
chased by the State Government specific-
ally for this purpose.

Mr. May: What is the system of meet-
ing the cost?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I under-
stand that the State is doing the work and
It will be paid for out of Loan money. The

successful results achieved were proved by
the number of applications received for
consideration when weather conditions
permit a resumption this month. There
are certain times of the year when we
cannot carry out this work. With a view
to increasing dairy production, the Gov-
erment is considering carrying out new
clearing on properties which are not suf-
ficiently developed to allow of production
to the desired standard.

The development of suitable Crown lands
is also being considered for civilian settle-
ment. These projects may also include
migrants. For this purpose it Is proposed,
subject to Commonwealth financial as-
sistance, to develop 1,000 dairy farms from
Crown land in reliable areas within the
next live years. The selected areas are
served by existing facilities and amenities
and have been classified and surveyed. We
expect a reply, as far as financial assist-
ance is concerned, about next April. The
visit of the Commonwealth Minister for
Agriculture to London has something to
do with that. The Estimates include only
the cost of administration of land settle-
ment, which it was agreed should be
borne by the State, and do not disclose
the great expenditure upon acquisition and
development of farms under the War Ser-
vice Land Settlement Scheme, which
throws a considerable volume of work upon
other divisions of the Department, includ-
ig surveys, land classification and draft-
ing.

UiP to the 31st October, 1952, 622 pro-
perties aggregating 1,313,658 acres of land
at a cost of £3,258,129 had been acquired
for the settlement of ex-servicemen. It
is anticipated that these Properties will
Provide 919 farms. The Commonwealth
has expended £6,400,259, since acquisition,
in developmental works.

I will deal now with migration. The
migration agreement between the British
and Australian Governments was renewed
for a further period of three years. to ex-
pire on the 31st March, 1954. Since the
inception of this agreement in 1947,
nominations covering 14,373 adults and
5,743 children have been approved. This
total excludes those who subsequently
cancelled 'their nominations, and quite a
few have been cancelled.

Mr. May: That includes all countries
I suppose?

The AENISTER FOR LANDS: No. This
deals only with the British and Austra-
lian Governments. The State deals only
with British migrants. All foreigners-I
should say new Australians.-come here
under Commonwealth direction.

Mr. May: But you have to deal with
them when they get here.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
deal with them unless they become un-
employed.
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Mr. May: You will be kept busy.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The Com-

monwealth Department of Social Services
handles the new Australians while they are
working under their two-year contract-if
work can be found for them. If no work
is found for them the department passes
them on to us.

Mr. May: In other words, they dump
them.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Of the
approved nominations, 10,745 adults and
5,295 children have arrived in the State.
Included in the total were approximately
300 tradesmen and their families who were
nominated by Government Departments.
The number of migrants who have returned
to England totals 1,072 which represents a
percentage of 6.51 of the arrivals. How-
ever, many of those returning in more re-
cent months have been going on a holiday
visit.

Child migration is being fostered, and
to date 774 children have arrived and been
admitted to approved institutions. To per-
mit a greater intake of children, joint
assistance by the State and Commonwealth
Governments is being given to church
authorities and charitable organisations
for the erection of additional accommoda-
tion. The State Government has contri-
buted approximately £31,870 for this pur-
pose and has consented to further pay-
ments amounting to over £20,000 on build-
ings in the course of erection.

When this accommodation is completed
it is anticipated that about 850 British
children and an equivalent number of Aus-
tralian children will be in residence. Dur-
ing the year the Commonwealth Minister
for Immigration, by consent, transferred
his delegation of the guardianship of these
children under the Immigration (Guardian-
ship of Children) Act, 1946, from the
Under Secretary for Lands and Immigra-
tion to the Secretary, Child Welfare
Department. I had something to do with
that because I felt that the proper depart-
ment to administer this part of the Act.
as far as the guardianship of children is
concerned, should be the Child Welfare
Department.

The Immigration Hostel at Point Walter
has admitted 7,293 migrants who have
remained in residence for the equivalent
of 153,385 days. The total expenditure on
migration since the eommencement of the
present agreement amounts to £111,769
10s. 4d. whilst the receipts from hostel
charges and recoup from the Common-
wealth Government total £64,545 5s. lid.
The expenditure includes subsidies to in-
stitutions, capital cost and conversidn of
the hostel, wages to hostel staff and pay-
ment of freight and fares to destination
within the State for migrants and their
baggage.

Dealing with the Rural and Industries
Bank, the institution has now completed
seven years of trading and the year just

passed has shown improved figures on the
previous year. After making Provision for
contingencies and bad debts a profit of
£17,449 6s. 2d. will be published.

I will now deal with the Department of
Labour. During the past twelve months
there have been many claims for increased
margins and other conditions, and once
again it is pleasing to note the number of
consent awards and agreements which have
been effected. The department has not
found it necessary to conduct one major
case before the State Arbitration Court this
year. The practice of sending departmental
officers to the various construction jobs
and Government undertakings throughout
the State has been continued with a view
to obtaining first-hand knowledge of the
conditions under which the men are work-
ing. By this personal approach to indus-
trial matters a better understanding be-
tween employing departments and the
workers concerned has been obtained, and
it is felt that this has led in no small
measure to the continuance of the har-
monious relations existing in the industrial
field.

It is pleasing to note the success which
has attended the efforts of the department
to set up small industrial committees
at which the workers are represented and
discussions are held from time to time
to deal with matters affecting the par-
ticular industry or union. Many good
suggestions have been brought forward,
which have assisted both workers and
employing departments.

Periodical inspections of country con-
struction Jobs have been made to continue
the policy of improving the industrial
conditions of Government workers, and
it is gratifying to the Government to re-
ceive expressions of appreciation from
some of our out-lying jobs In regard to
the efforts which have been made. In
dealing with his Estimates tonight, the
Minister for Works mentioned the road
working gangs who are situated a good
distance from civilisation. He mentioned
that we have done everything possible
to make their conditions more comfortable,

Some few years ago I received a depu-
tation from the A.W.U. and I agreed that
wherever 20 men or more were estabiished
a cook would be provided. I also gave
instructions that their tentage conditions
were to be improved and I arced that
If we could get a sufficient number of pre-
fabricated huts which could easily be
transported by the undoing of a few bolts,
they would be supplied for the use of the
men. I said that wherever we could we
should make these buildings available so
that the men would not have to take
cover under their tents when it rained
at night. I felt that they should have
this amenity where they could meet to-
gether in these buildings.

Mr. May: Have You considered the ques-
tion of caravans?
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It has
been raised and discussed. The hon. mem-
ber means as an amenity?

Mr. May: Yes.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
would have to be very large caravans and
we would, of course, need more than one.
These are generally small in structure
with a low ceiling height but it is worth
giving the matter thought. it is possible
that we could build a special type of cara-
van.

I would now like to refer to the Fac-
tories and Shops Department. A continu-
ous inspection of factories, shops and
warehouses has been made throughout the
year, with special regard to working con-
ditions, safety appliances, staff amenities
and lighting, both artificial and natural.
During the year a special safety commit-
tee has been formed and, although at this
stage it is in its infancy, It is felt that
with the co-operation of all concerned,
much benefit to both employers and em-
ployees will result.

MR. HOAR (Warren) [9.47]; Before
this Vote is agreed to I would like a little
more information about one or two mat-
ters which the Minister has raised, par-
ticularly with reference to the 1,000 dairy-
farm scheme which the Government pro-
poses to create within the next five years.
It would seem to me to be a very diffi-
cult matter for anybody to undertaKe a
project of that dimension in such a limi-
ted time. What convinces me of that
is the slowness of the land settlement
scheme as we know it up to date. It does
not matter whether we consider the sol-
dier settlement angle, or whether we take
into account any other matter relating
to projects for civilians including the dev-
elopment scheme now in vogue, we have
to admit, and I think the Government will
admit, that we are years behind our pro-
gramme. So far as the Mt. Many Peaks
and the Rocky Gully areas are concerned,
I know that we are many years behind
the programme set down for those areas.
It is possible that It Is not entirely the
Government's fault either.

So far as the Many Peaks area is con-
cerned, we know quite well that the short-
ness of the working season there has
contributed largely to the difficulties of
using dozers and other heavy equipment
in order to keep to a. set annual pro-
gramme. But apart from that we find that
the scheme is a considerable way behind
that first told to us some two or three
years ago by the Minister- If we look
at the soldier settlement side of the pic-
ture we know that these farms were to
a considerable extent at any rate, pre-
pared for soldier settlement long before
the Government had any idea of entering
into dairy farms as a separate scheme.

Yet five or seven years have gone by from
the end of the war and these returned
soldiers are not nearly propexly estab-
lished today. There is much work to be
done on their behalf.

It is with a good deal of astonishment.
therefore, that I heard the Minister say
tonight that the Government proposes
within the short space of five years to
create 1,000 dairy farms. I say it is an
absolute Impossibility. It is not taking
into account the tremendous amount of
machinery required for land clearing; it
is not taking into account the pasture
development of such a large area: It !s
not taking into account where it Is go-
iug to get the farmers from; it is not
taking into account the question of super
supplies or any of the other necessities
in undertakings of this description. So
while I do not mind the Minister telling
the House that it is the ambition of the
Government to undertake this work
within five years, I do not like the idea of
its being done in such a confident manner
and for him to say that he will finish
the work in such a limited time. I
think he knows quite well that it cannot
be done.

But whether it is this Government or
any other Government that undertakes
this work-within the next 10 years, never
mind about the next five-I hope it will
give some regard to the factors aris-
ing from those difficulties we all know
of, so far as land settlement is concerned.
It is not sufficient these days, especially
in the heavily-timbered areas of the
South-West, merely to knock over a few
trees and think that a farm has been
created, because nothing of the kind has
happened. We have to make this scheme
as closely comparable as we can to the
ideals laid down under the War Service
Land Settlement Scheme.

It will not be a bit of use for either
this Government or any other Government
to put more men on the land as civilian
farmers in the South-West, unless they
can get a better iving than most of them
are getting today, because it is obvious
to anybody who has studied this question
that the powers that be, who have as-
sisted the farmers in the past to estab-
lish themselves by dairying, have never
taken into account the cost of the
heavily-timbered areas and this cost musT,
of necessity be loaded on to the capi-
talisation of those farms. The in-
come from butter cannot improve. We
know we have a price of somewhere be-
tween 4s. lid, and 4s. Gd. for a pound of
butter. In those areas it costs 7s. to pro-
duce a pound, so consequently, if we look
at dairying today as a business proposi-
tion, we cannot see much future in It un-
less the Government is prepared to take a
courageous view and to say in the first
place that at least some portion of the
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cost of the heavy timber should be borne
by the State as a whole and written off
from the individual farms.

Unless we have some plan of that des-
cription with which we all agree, I can-
not see how the minister can hope to
succeed In this new plan of 1,000 dairy
farms. It will simply create a situation
where farmers in great hope and in all
good faith will enter into their occupa-
tions on the land, only to be disappointed
in the Years to come. I do not think it is
a fair proposition so blatantly to tell us
that the Government is going to create
1,000 dairy farms in five years. It Is abso-
lute nonsense and it cannot be done: I
am certain the Minister knows that it
cannot be done. Although I am in entire
agreement with the plan to throw open
further areas for dairying, I would say we
have got to give due thought and regard
to our experiences of the past and, just
as it is necessary and imperative under
the War Service Land Settlement Scheme
for the State or the country as a whole
to bear some of the cost through writing
off, so this proposed scheme should be
based along those lines. Unless we are
prepared to do that, we are going to create
a situation where farmers are going to be
over-capitalised from the first day they
occupy their farms.

Machinery cannot be bought today at
the price it was a few years ago. The
cost of clearing, the cost of super and
everything else has reached such tremend-
ous proportions that It becomes uneconomi-
cal for a number of farmers to consider
buying those things. It is a shocking state
of affairs we have got into and it seems
as though we are going to load that on
to the new project the Minister has In
mind. The farmers will be bankrupt be-
cause they will never be in a position to
meet their financial obligations. I would
like to see more thought given to this
matter.

I have been looking at the report of
the Lands Department for the year 1951
and can see reference to these and other
matters. It looks very nice and comfort-
ing to know we can make reports of this
description and make speeches similar to
that which the Minister has made to the
House this evening, but unless the speech
has some substance it is not worth the
paper it is written on. I am not at all
confident, with the circumstances as they
exist today and the difficulties of creating
new areas, that this can be done within
10 years, never mind the five years the
Minister mentioned. So if the Minister
replies to this debate, I hope he will
be able to give us some detailed informa-
tion as to what the Government has in
mind when It talks about commenting a
project of this description.

It is no satisfaction to me to read in
"Hansard" or to read in "The West Aus-
tralian" tomorrow morning that the Gov-
ernment proposes to carry out a project
of 1,000 dairy farms within the next five
years, unless I know how it is going to be
done. I do not know how it is going to be
done, and I do not think the Government
knows either. Since this is the case, it Is
a waste of the people's time to talk about
it

There is another aspect with which I
would like to deal, and that is that I do
not think sufficient attention has been
given to the difficulties of the tobacco sec-
tion of the War Service Land Settlement
Scheme. I have been one who in the past
has praised this scheme highly, and I do
so today. I think it is a good scheme;
I think it is soundly conceived and, as far
as practicable, a tremendous amount of
work has been done in preparation for it.
But the difficulty of growing tobacco under
the Present capitalisation methods of the
War Service Land Settlement Scheme,
where the settler himself has no say or
control over the marketing of his leaf,
can only lead to disaster. I think we ought
to recognise that. This is not a politi-
cal argument; it is a statement of fact.

These settlers each year, under direc-
tion, row tobacco leaf and, having done
so, they send It to Perth for marketing.
When the marketing starts, it commences
on the basis of free auction. They start
off at a figure, as a rule, according to the
grade of the leaf which has been
determined by the valuer on his ex-
perience of the quality of that leaf
in the last or preceding year's sales.
At the last sales in Perth, leaf that last
season brought a considerable sum was not
in demand at all, simply because the buyers
for some reason or other, possibly because
they had received instructions, did not
offer an opening bid. While this applies
to the production of tobacco leaf generally,
it will be entirely impossible for the soldier
settler to meet his commitments. What we
have to do is to find a system for market-
ing the leaf that will take into account the
cost of production, just as we do with
other primary products.

The Minister for Lands: Regarding the
leaf you mentioned for which there Was
no bid, was it of good quality?

Mr. HOAR: Yes.
The Minister for Lands: You are sure

that the men did not make a mess of It
when curing it?

Mr. HOAR: I am sure of that. I went
to Fremantle when the valuer was there
fixing the opening price. I was with him
for about two hours and he explained his
methods. He said, 'This leaf brought
a certain price last year." Yet that leaf
did not bring a single bid. Consequently
there is something drastically wrong with
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the system under which the leaf is being
marketed. I believe this is a job for the
Commonwealth Government rather than
for the State Government. but It is the
responsibility of the State Government to
find out what is wrong with the marketing
system and bring it borne to the Common-
wealth in no uncertain terms. Then, be-
tween the two of them, it should be pos-
sible to arrive at some system for the
marketing of this product.

Unless we are prepared to do this and
unless the price of the product is definitely
related to the cost of production, these
soldier settlers at Northcliffe and other
places, who have been encouraged to be-
lieve that the scheme is sound, will
definitely not plant tobacco under that
scheme. I know all those men well and
can assure the Minister that they will go
out of the industry of producing tobacco
leaf unless something is done almost im-
mediately to make their returns reasonable
and their lives secure. Up to the present,
nothing has been done. We have heard
nothing but talk, but somebody must take
action and take it very soon, or the money
that the Government has expended in the
creation and development of these farms
will disappear overnight. These proper-
ties are good for nothing but the growing
of tobacco leaf because they are not large
enough for other production.

This is a very serious matter and I hope
that the Minister will make an early effort
to get into touch with the Commonwealth
authorities and ascertain whether they
cannot do something, perhaps by restric-
tions to some extent on importations, to
assist the industry and arrive at a market-
ig scheme that will definitely give the

grower a return for his labour to which
he is entitled. Unless we are prepared to
do that, the scheme will go overboard. I
assure the Minister of that.

It would help these growers tremendously
during these uneasy days when there is
no stability in the production of tobacco
leaf if the Government were prepared
to assist them with other lines such as the
growing of potatoes, not to a great extent,
but perhaps to the extent of one or two
acres and thus give them some return for
their efforts. Just about every man en-
gaged in growing tobacco leaf is making a
loss. What these men need is some profit-
able sideline that they can undertake on
a permanent basis, but the problem of
marketing the leaf must be settled once
for all.

Tobacco is something that most of us
require. Australians smoke millions of
pounds worth of tobacco a year, and al-
though the manufacturing companies make
high profits, the men who do the actual
work of producing the leaf receive very
little. This applies in a general sense.
To the soldier settlers, this state of affairs
will be fatal because of the huge expendi-
ture incurred in developing the land for

tobacco growing. I hope that the Minister
will investigate this matter which, I repeat.
is very serious, and that he will give the ex-
planation I have asked for regarding the
creation of 1,000 dairy farms within five
years.

MR. BOVELL (Vasse) 110.73: At long
last and rather belatedly, State and Com-
monwealth Governments are making
efforts to ensure that these schemes do
not fall. The best settlers we can have
for this industry are the sons of dairy
farmers, and the difficulty confronting
them is to obtain land adjacent to the
holdings of their fathers,

The Conservator of Forests, Mr. Stoate,
has done excellent work in preserving the
timber resources of the State, but diff-
culties arise between the Lands Depart-
ment and the Forests Department con-
cerning the release of areas for agri-
cultural purposes. While the Conservator
and his staff have been very co-operative
in extending all possible assistance, the
delay in releasing land causes very grave
concern and the sons of farmers drift into
other occupations. It is necessary that
a son should have a property adjacent to
his father's holding because the son can
utilise the father's plant and machinery
in establishing a property for himself.

I suggest that a liasion officer between
the Lands Department and the Forests
Department should be appointed in order
that land might be quickly released to
young men who desire properties close to
those which their parents are operating.
It is necessary that these young men be
given all possible encouragement. I be-
lieve that the easiest way to develop the
dairying industry would be to encourage
these young men who have been reared
on dairy farms to operate in this indus-
try, and I ask the Milnister to give serious
consideration to securing co-operation be-
tween the two departments in releasing
land under the Jurisdiction of the Forests
Department closely adjacent to existing
farming properties.

H10N. E. NULSEN (Eyre) (10.101: X
listened attentively to the Minister's state-
ment and did not hear any reference to
the Esperance Downs, and I1 am beginning
to wonder whether that part of the State
has been entirely forgotten. I have found
the officers of the Lands Department very
courteous and helpful, and the Minister
has always been ready to give any in-
formation and to assist with any proposi-
tion one might Place before him.

The war service land settlement auth-
orities should have given some considera-
tion to arranging for settlement in the
Esperance district. We have there about
2,000,000 acres or more of good land with
a 25in. rainfall, an excellent climate and
nearly all the facilties required for de-
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velopment-ralways, roads and ample
water obtainable at a few feet below the
surface. The possibilities are great. Dur-
ing the last two or three years an amount
of about £200,000 has been spent in that
district privately. I took to the Minister
the other day Mr. Noel White, a
pastoralist, who has spent about £40,000
and intends to spend £75,000 to £80,000 on
his property. So he has confidence in the
district.

Since the research station was estab-
lished there, great possibilities are open-
ing up, and I venture to say that when
the land is fully developed, most of it will
carry no fewer than four sheep to the
acre. The wool yield at the research station
is high, averaging about 16.9 lb. to the
sheep. The station has between 100 and
200 sheep, consisting of a good few wethers
and some ewes.

I hope that the Minister will give con-
sideration to that portion of the State.
When the Light Lands Commission
visited Esperance some years ago, before
we knew anything about soil deficiencies
or trace elements, the chairman of the
Commission, Sir Charles Latham, ex-
pressed the opinion that that country
would carry two sheep to the acre. But
the country has not been developed. I
am wondering whether the department is
more or less controlled by the Department
of Agriculture. Mr. Helm, a qualified agri-
culturist, manager of the pine plantation,
started there in 1928 and continued until
1932 and he said that the land would carry
at least two sheep to the acre and that
it could be highly recommended.

Ever since I have been in the House,
I have preached Esperance Downs, but
have not got very far other than securing
the establishment of a research station
there. That station will be an everlasting
monument to the late Hon. Garnet Wood,
and the people of Esperance are very grate-
ful for what he did. Mr. DeBurgh, Editor
of "The West Australian" is a great advo-
cate of the district. He has no axe to
grind, but was impressed by what he saw.

Mr. Shier is also a great supporter of
the district, and Dr. Dunne and Mr.
Thomas (Superintendent of Wheat Farm-
ing) were astounded by what they saw
on their recent visit, I feel that more
consideration should be given to what has
been done there. Without being pre-
judiced, I believe It is a better district
than Many Peaks, and will be found to be
more productive. I have invited the Min-
ister for Lands, for the last three years,
to come and have a look at it, but It
seems he is too busy. Being an agricul-
tural man, he would be interested if he
saw this country for himself. The land WiM
not cost much for clearing, and it will
be more easily developed than the heavily
timbered country; and we have huge
areas of it.

I hope something will be done in this
matter. I feel that the soldier settle-
ment scheme should have been extended
to this area. Had it been, I venture to
say that it would not have cost as much
as it has in other parts of the State.
I again invite the Minister for Lands to
come and see for himself what has been
done on the Esperance Downs. I am per-
fectly satisfied that he will say, "Had
I known what I know now, having seen
this country, I would have advocated its
greater development, and would probably
have given it greater opportunities than
it has had in the past,"

The Minister for Lands: I shall go
down after the next election.

MR. ACKLAND (Moore) (10.18): 1 have
lhstened with a great deal of interest to
the previous speakers who have spoken
under the heading of Lands and Surveys.
I want to speak more particularly on the
importance of superphosphate in our
land development. I have here an ad-
vertisement which appeared in the
"Daily News" of the 27th November with
reference to the 16th Security Loan,
showing how it will help Western Aus-
tralia. The advertisement states-

More Fanns. With the increasing
world demand for food, every effort
must be made to convert idle land
into Productivity. There is no better
slogan for national success than
"More Farms." Western Australia
has millions of acres of land wait-
Ing for development. Apart altogether
from the War Service Land Settle-
ment Scheme and the 1,000 Dairy
Farms Scheme, the Government is
testing out 10,000,000 acres of light
land, most of which is believed to be
suitable for settlement. For instance,
in the Esperance area there are
1,500,000 acres, and In the Lake
Grace-and southwards area there
are 3,000,000 acres.

If we are going to play our part and
meet our responsibilities we must make
use of this land. I believe the whole pro-
spect is wrapped up in superphosphate.
As members should know, it now costs
at least 20s. a hundredweight to put super
on land. I believe that aUl this light
land can be of real benefit to Western
Australia and to the world, but without
plenty of super it is not 'worth the while
of this Government or of any individual
giving consideration to its development.
I cannot imagine any inquiry which does
not seek some means of converting phos-
phatic rock into a useful fertillser-one
that is water soluble.

I am of opinion that an approach
should be made to the C.SI.Th.O, to see
whether some other method can be found
instead of using sulphuric acid obtained
from sulphur. We have been short of
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sulphur for some years and the Govern- cause of the effect of the nitrogen from
ment did a very wise thing in encourag-
ing the owners of the Pyrites mine at
Norseman to increase production. But
I am convinced that while we are com-
pelled to get sulphuric acid from this
source there is little likelihood of the
price of superphosphate being reduced to
any material extent. The pyrites has
to be mined, and there are transport
costs, and at the best pyrites is only 48
per cent., so sulphur makes this a very
costly product. Most of our light lands
must use upwards of 3 cwt. per acre
before we can say they are in a reason-
ably productive state. This in itself. with-
out any developmental work, puts an
amount of £2 per acre on to the cost
of bringing the land into production. The
member for Warren spoke of the very
high cost of developmental work in his
district, and I believe they must be tre-
mendous.

I am told that in the Mt. Many Peaks
and the South Stirling areas the develop-
mental work to get the land ready for
production is costing more than £5 an
acre. The member for Eyre has invited
the Minister for Lands to go to the Esper-
ance district. I do not know whether
he has been there, but, if he has not,
I suggest he make the trip. I think there
is a wonderful future for the plains
around Esperance. I take some little
credit for the establishment of the experi-
mental station at Esperance, and what
was done by the late Minister for Agri-
culture, Mr. Wood.

Hon. E. Nulsen: I give you credit for
that.

Mr. ACKLAND: I am not going to ask
the Minister for Lands, but the Premier
himself, to go to the North Midlands and
view the wonderful developmental work
that has been done by Mr. Eric Smart.
I tried to get him on the phone this
evening to check on some figures that
were recently given to me. I am told
that he has brought many thousands of
acres under production at a cost of £2
per acre. This amount includes not only
the initial clearing and the cost of the
land, which was less than 2s. 6d., I am
informed, but the Provision of water sup-
plies, fencing and some house accom-
modation. It seems remarkably low, but
it is the figure that has been given to
me.

I have seen the land. I do not for
a minute suggest it is better than any
other light land in Western Australia, but
I do know that its productivity is as-
tounding when it has received sufficient
superphosphate. I have seen thousands
of acres of lupins as high as the windows
of a car and as level as a billiard table.
I understand that although in the early
stages that country is very sandy it has
been fattening five sheep to the acre-
it has done it this year. The land, be-

the soil and from the lupins, and later
the clovers, will be very valuable. As
the advertisement to which I have refer-
red states, there are 10,000,000 acres of
such land in Western Australia. Along
the coastal strip to the west of the Mid-
land line there is well over 2,000,000 acres
of land equally as good as that which has
been brought under production by Mr.
Smart.

Mr. Sewell: That is correct.
Mr. ACKLAND: I trust that the Premier

will view this place for himself. If the
land is brought under production with
assistance from the Rural Bank, or some-
thing of that sort. I suggest that Mr. Eric
Smart be asked to be the adviser to the
farmer and to the bank. He is doing this
now with individuals. He has one man,
that I know of, who arrived quite recently
from the Old Country. and he is making
a thorough success of what he is doing.
This work must be done more cheaply than
it is under the present administration. A
man who entered the Civil Service as an
office boy and worked up through the
various phases of his job has an entirely
different outlook from that of a man who
has done the practical job without years
of red tape and such restrictions.

I do not for a minute suggest that any
Government should pour money into the
scheme. It should, to a large extent, be a
self-help scheme and a man who goes in for
it should be prepared to work hard. None
of us works nearly hard enough today.
With assistance from the Rural Hank and
the knowledge that a man must work hard
and put some of his labour into the prop-
erty as an equity, we will, I think, achieve
much more success than we have by the
schemes controlled as they arz today. I am
not entering into any criticism, buttI do say
that instead of following the orthodox
methods we should get some man who has
made a success of the job and is free from
departmental red tape, but who is under
the stringent financial control of the Rural
Bank, should be given the opportunity to
develop much of our land.

The whole question, however, is wrapped
up in super. Today I understand that
although less super. has been manufac-
tured than last year, there will be a sur-
plus because the people have not the
money to buy it. The increase In price
has, I think, been quite legitimate. I
believe the price of super. is now about
£16 per ton, to which must be added £3
or £4 per ton in freight. I have a letter
from the Minister for Transport in which
he mentions some outrageous road trans-
port costs that have been added to the
cost of super., and on top of that, there
is the labour required to apply the
super to the land. I think at a con-
servative estimate super. costs at least £20
per ton by the time it is applied to the soil.
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The Government should approach some
body such as the C.S.L.R.O. and ask it to
endeavour to find a way of making phos-
phatic rock soluble by some means other
than the use of sulphuric acid. If that
could be done, we would not need to fear
that this country might not become one
of the granaries and food Producers of
the world. When the Agricultural Estim-
ates are being dealt with I will give some
startling figures of world food production
and will show how Australia is falling down
on her job. We cannot increase our con-
tribution to world food supplies--particu-
larly on the new light land that is waiting
to be developed-unless we can find some
means by which the soil deficiency can be
overcome more cheaply than by the use of
superphosphate manufactured under
present conditions.

MR. LAWRENCE (South Fremantle)
[10.31]: I have been prompted to speak
by hearing the Minister mention the Fac-
tories and Shops Act. The 40-hour week
was introduced during the life of the pre-
sent Government and I do not know
whether the Minister is aware that there
are people coming within the ambit of the
Factories and Shops Act who, because that
legislation has not been amended to in-
clude provision for a 40-hour week, have
been denied the privilege of a reduction
of working hours. I point this out to the
Minister in the hope that he will make a
note of it and endeavour to have Section
28 of the Act amended. The employees
to whom I refer are female employees who
work in wine saloons dispensing drinks to
customers. Many wine saloon proprietors
work this female labour only 40 hours a
week, but there are others, less scrupulous,
who work them for 44 hours a week and
pay them only the basic wage. This means
that some such employees work 40 hours
in the week and receive V7 166., which I
think is the female basic wage today, while
unscrupulous employers can work their
female employees 44 hours in the week
for the same wage.

The Minister for Lands: Do barmalds
work a 40-hour week?

Mr. LAWRENCE: Yes, and if they work
for longer hours they are paid penalty
rates, but there are no penalty rates applic-
able to the people to whom I have referred,
because the Act specifically states-

A woman or boy shall not be em-
ployed for more than 44 hours.

This means that the female employee can
be worked for less than 44 hours but not
more, and a number of them are made to
work the 44 hours. The 40-hour week was
introduced nearly five years ago on the
1st January, 1948. and the employees of
whom I speak have been denied their rights
for that period. It would need only a
slight amendment of the Act to remedy

the position. There is a close relation-
ship between the 40-hour week and the
computation of the basic wage and there-
fore those who are receiving only V' 16s.
for a 44-hour week are being done a grave
injustice. I trust that the Minister, If he
is in a position to do so after the forth-
coming election, will bring down a Bill to
amend the Act in the direction I have
suggested.

MR. SEWELL (Geraldton) [10.35]: 1
wish to associate myself with the remarks
of previous speakers and particularly the
member for Moore, as I agree with nearly
everything he said. I, also, do not wish
to detract from the possibilities of the
Mt. Many Peaks or any other South-West
land settlement scheme, but I urge on the
Minister and the Premier the necessity of
doing something more in the northern
ares-the North Midlands and a little
further afield in the Northampton district
and the Eradu-Mullewa district.

Mr. Yates: What is the average rainfall
in the Northampton district?

Mr. SE WELL : An assured rainfall of
about 18 inches. There are hundreds of
thousands of acres of really good plain
country there which would cost little to
open up. The expenditure involved would
be nothing like that in the case of Mt.
Many Peaks or the Rocky Gully area and
this land is close to port and rail facilities.
We should make every endeavour to open
it up for settlement. Last evening, on the
national news, we heard of the £400,000
farm scheme having been approved by the
Commonwealth Government and in today's
Issue of "The West Australian" there ap-
peared an announcement by the Minister
for Lands as to what is to be done under
that scheme.

Some of that money or further money
should be made available to open up this
North-Midland and Northampton land for
the production of wheat and mutton. Men-
tion has been made of the wonderful job
Mr. Eric Smart has done at Mingenew.
There is no question about that, but there
are others in the district who have also
done a good job and here I refer to the
Newton Bros. and, in the Northampton
area, to the Box family who have done
wonderful work in the opening up of the
plain country and the growing of lupins.
I agree with the member for Moore that
every endeavour should be made by the
Treasurer and the Minister for Lands to
bring these areas into production to assist
in feeding the people of the world and
also to strengthen the economy of the
State.

MR. JOHNSON (Leederville) [1O00:
We have, on the Table of the House, the
report of the Rural and Industries Bank
and contained in it are a couple of points
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to which I wish to refer. That report con-
tains a dissection showing the proportion
of advances made by the bank to various
activities in this State, as related to the
total of such advances made by all the
banks operating in Western Australia. As
an example, I will quote the advance to
agricuiturists whose main activity is sheep
grazing. In this case the R. and I. Bank
has advanced 40.8 per cent. of the total
advances made In the State under that
heading. A comparison of the gross ad-
vances of the R. and I. Bank shows that
it has about 25 per cent., or £8,000,000 out
of £35,000,000 of such advances.

It is of interest to find that the Rt.
and I. Bank is living up to its name and
is making a large proportion of its ad-
vances to rural industries, in contradis-
tinction to the very low proportion of
advances in some other spheres of bank
lending. The B. and I. Bank has 40.8
per cent. of the advances on sheep grazing,
51.3 per cent. of advances on wheatgrnw-
ing, 44 per cent. of advances on dairying
and 22 per cent. for fruitgrowing, and
that is approximately what the average
should be. For cattle raising the percent-
age is 18.3 and for manufacturers 36 per
cent., while for persons building homes
the figure is 12 per cent. and for trans-
port, storage and communications, 11 per
cent. That is a considerable variation
from the mean.

I mention this to draw the attention of
the Minister to the sound banking prac-
tice of spreading risk more evenly. The
R. and 1. Bank is a trading bank and if
it is to operate as it should, in even com-
petition with the other trading banks,
both private and Commonwealth, in this
State, more attention should be paid to
a proper balance of advances. It is Gov-
ernment policy to assist various indus-
tries and particularly rural industries and
in that way the R. and I. Bank has been
to some extent forced to unbalance its
trading activities. I have mentioned the
40 per cent, for sheep grazing and 51
per cent. for wheatgrowing. If either of
those industries were to suffer a severe
reverse the R. and I. Bank could be seri-
ously hit, to the detriment of the State
which, after all, is the owner of the bank.

On reading the reports of various activi-
ties, and particularly reports dealing with
land settlement and so on, It occurred to
me that there has been a tendency to
thrust off liability for certain schemes On
to the R. and 1. Bank, and apparently that
Is being done before those schemes are
strictly banking securities. I am con-
cerned that the R. and I. Bank should
trade in a safe manner and would like
to see a more even balance in this sec-
tion of its work. It should not be called
upon to carry, in its trading section, those
advances that are made at Government re-
quest or under Government guarantee for

specific purposes. Those less safe ad-
vances, made as the result of Government
policy and not banking policy, should be
placed in the Government section of the
bank and should be made a Government
responsibility, as distinct from a trading
bank responsibility. Speaking from
memory, Chamberlain Industries is an in-
stance of where a lump advance of
£1,000,000, or perhaps a little more, has
been made.

Mr. Yates: We will never get it back.
Mr. JOHNSON: That sum, being under

a Government guarantee, must reduce the
amount of available funds that the
bank holds for use for a proper purpose.

Mr. Griffith:, What do you suggest
should be done about that?

Mr. JOHNSON: Those funds should
be Provided by the Treasury and not by
the bank. It is a matter for Treasury
policy and not banking policy. I put that
point of view forward because I believe
that the bank should be encouraged to
use its own funds.

The Minister for Lands: I quite agree
with you on that.

Mr. JOHNSON: While its funds are
tied up in lump advances such as the
one I have mentioned, it cannot trade to
its full extent, because the amount ad-
vanced is not a liquid asset.

Mr. Yates: It has probably done that
because the Government has guaranteed
the money.

The Minister for Lands: That is so, but
after all the member for Leederville is
quite right.

Mr. JOHNSON: I am not concerned
whether the Governent is right or wrong
in guaranteeing it but, if I may use the
expression, it is lying like a suet pudding
in the digestive system of the bank.

The Minister for Lands: It Is restrict-
ing the business of the bank.

Mr. JOHNSON: 'Yes, that is how It ap-
pears to me. In passing, I would also like
to refer to the conditions of bank officers.
It may be remembered that I tried to
introduce a Bill to improve the amenities
of banking staffs by providing a 5-day
week. I know, from my association with
the staff of the Rural and Industries Bank,
that it is the bank's Practice administra-
tively-not under an award-to give a
bank officer an average of three Saturdays
off In four. I suggest that the Minister
controlling the Rt. and I. Bank should
supply information of that nature to the
Minister for Labour when next such a
proposal comes to his notice, because
although my Bill was defeated, the pro-
posal contained in it was extremnely rea-
sonable. I have referred to it again be-
cause it Is something that will eventuate.
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When it does, It will tend to make the
staff more contented and assist them in
their work.

I trust that in the not too distant
future it may be Possible for a Govern-
ment-controlled bank, such as the R. and
I., to lead the way even a little further
in Providing better amenities for its staff.
Banking is a Peculiar industry, which
causes Its officers to be under severe
strain, and if they were to be given two
days off over the week-end to recuperate.
it would assist greatly In reducing the
expenses of the medical scheme which
most banks, and I hope also the R. and
1. Bank, have to assist an officer in
the Payment of his medical expenses,
especially those senior men who feel the
strain of their work more In later years.
I have brought these points to the Minis,
ter's attention for his consideration, and
have purposely refrained from referring
to the land section of the Estimates be-
cause I know little about the subject.

MR. YATES (South Perth) [10.50J:
There Is one small matter that comes
under the jurisdiction of the Minister for
Lands that I wish to raise. That refers to
the policy of the Government in setting
aside land for the future expansion of Gov-
ernment departments. In the past four
or five years we have had much contro-
versy over the selection of a site for a new
cemetery and also a site for a new gaol.
As the expansion of industry and the
growth of population in this State have
been extremely rapid of late, and as People
art gradually moving out towards the
Darling Ranges and beyond, I ask the Min-
ister what policy his department has
adopted to ensure that land is set aside
for the future expansion of the various
Government departments? I remember,
when I was member for Canning, two road
boards that were not in favour of a gaol
site being selected in their territory. I
think it can be agreed that, no matter
where the site may be selected, someone
will always object.

Despite what objections may be raised,
it will not be long before we require another
cemetery. Sydney has only a general
cemetery, but it has set aside a very fine
area for a crematorium and has Provided
space for the placing of caskets in a cement
balustrade. Generally, it has made a very
attractive place of the cemetery grounds,
which are sufficiently large to meet the
needs of Sydney for all time. That has
been brought about because in the past a
very sane Government set aside a large
area in what is known as French's Forest,
and in that region the crematorium was
placed. Had that land been built on and
a townsite established, great difficulty
would have been experienced in finding a
site fbr the crematorium or for the future
expansion of other cemeteries.

If there is not an officer of the Lands
Department specifically engaged in keeping
track of such sites. I suggest to the Minister

that now is the time to get someone on
the job to co-ordinate the activities of the
various departments that handle such mat-
ters as cemeteries, gaols, prison farms, and
so on. in order that the Lands Department
may be able, when called upon, to say, "We
have these areas of Crown lands available
which the Government can earmark for its
future needs when the State grows."
Ground could then be reserved for the
establishment of these necessary institu-
tions that might be required in the future.

HON. 3. T. TONKIN (Melville) [10.54]:
I take this opportunity to deal with a
piece of land that is well known to the
Minister and which is in my electorate in
proximity to the naval depot "Leeu-
win'. I want the Committee to under-
stand the full story of this piece of land,
because it is very interesting and should be
of particular interest to returned soldiers.
I refer to Swan Location No. 4890. Accord-
ing to the file, this piece of land was set
aside for the purpose of constructing a
railway and a bridge many years ago. How-
ever, the railway and the bridge were not
built and so the land was no longer needed
for that purpose. It is portion of Reserve
No. 7/800 and the file dealing with it is
No. 898/34, vol. 1, which shows that the
Under Secretary for Lands said the land
was Intended for workers' homes. That
was in 1942.

After the land had been reserved for
the erection of this bridge and railway and
had lain idle for a considerable time, the
East Fremantle Municipality had the idea
that it would be desirable to use it for
the erection of workers' homes, because
there was not much land reserved in that
municipality for such a purpose. When
the request was submitted to the then Min-
ister, the proposals for a subdivision to be
made for workers' homes were approved.
but the commencement of the war caused
delay and the survey was deferred. On
File No. 898/34, vol. 1, p. 36, there is a
minute from the Under Secretary for
Lands to his Minister recommending the
subdivision and sale of this land. The
Minister took no notice of that recom-
mendation.

Mr. Yates: What is its area?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I could not tell the
hon. member, but there are several acres.
The Workers' Homes Board asked that the
land be made available for use under the
leasehold section of the Act. The Town
Planning Commissioner and the Surveyor
General raised no abjection to that pro-
posal, and accordingly approval was recom-
mended that the land should be made
available for selection under the leasehold
section of the Workers' Homes Act. It was
pointed out at the time that as this was
a Class "A" reserve, parliamentary ap-
proval would be required before this pro-
posal could be carried out. It was recom-
mended that the approval of Parliament be
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sought and the then Minister for Lands,
Mr. Wise, agreed. So accordingly, In 1941,
there was brought before Parliament in a
Reserves Bill, such as we had under dis-
cussion last evening, a proposal that all
that portion of Reserve No. A7880, South-
West Corner of Lower Canning Road, be
excluded from the reserve with the inten-
tion that it may be adapted to the pur-
poses of the Workers' Homes Act.

That was a clear indication to Parlia-
ment that it was proposed to excise this
piece of land from a Class "A" reserve
and, having done that, subsequently to
dedicate it for use under the Workers'
Homes Act. Parliament was asked to
agree to that excision for that purpose,
and it did so, I want members to keep
that clearly in mind because that is the
will of Parliament and it has not changed
since because no opportunity has been
given to reconsider the matter. Parlia-
ment agreed to the excision of this piece
of land in the knowledge that it would
subsequently be dedicated for use under
the Workers' Homes Act. That can be
found in the Reserve Act, No. 2 of 1941.
A portion of the land was acquired by the
Ccmmonwealth. and that was set aside
for workers' homes as well. According to
page 57 on File 898/34, dated the 29th
October, 1942. there was a suggestion to
revest, resume and dedicate the area later.

The then secretary of the Workers'
Homes Board, Mr. Jarman, wanted to
know on the 14th November, 1942, whether
the land had indeed been dedicated in
accordance with the decision of Parlia-
ment. On page 60 of File 898/34, the
Under Secretary for Lands advised the
Workers' Homes Board (1) that under the
Reserves Act, No. 2, of 1941, portion of
the land had been excised and (2) steps
were being taken to revest the land and
dedicate it and it was expected that an
announcement of that fact Would be in
the "Government Gazette" at an early
date. On page 81 there appears the re-
vesting order, with Executive Council
papers setting out the revesting of this
land in accordance with the decision of
Parliament. We find on File 1172/42, page
2, that Swan location 4890 had been dedi-
cated under Section 7 of the Workers'
Homes Act, and that was gazetted on the
28th February, 1943.

There is the complete transaction-a
request from the local authority that the
land should be made available for workers'
homes; the consideration of the proposal;
a favourable recommendation from the
Town Planning Commissioner and the Sur-
veyor General; a Reserves Bill brought to
Parliament with the express statement
that portion of the reserve was to be ex-
cised in order that it might be dedicated
for use under the Workers' Homes Act;
a Bill agreed to subsequently; the revest-
Ing order, dedication and gazettal. That
is the transaction completed. Everything

was ready for the homes to be built upon
the land, but, of course, a subdivision and
survey would be necessary.

The Workers' Homes Board approved of
the expenditure of £15 for a contour sur-
vey, indicating that the land had been
handed over to the Workers' Homes Board
so that it could be used for its purposes.
On page 11 of File 1172/42 there appears
a statement that the Acting Surveyor
General had said that the survey had been
carried out and that the actual cost was
only £10. However, a charge of £15 was
made for the job, and that is what the
Workers' Homes Board Paid. In 1944, Mr.
Bond, the then secretary of the board,
said that the suggested subdivision was
accepted by the board and he pressed for
the subdivision to be actually carried out.

On page 23 there appears a statement
by the Under Secretary for Lands to the
effect that he expected that the survey
would start in March, 1945-a survey for
the purpose of erecting workers' homes
on the land. On the 23rd April. Mr. Bond
wrote asking to be advised of the posi-
tion regarding the survey, which was sup-
posed to have been started in March. On
the 4th May he was advised that the suir-
vey was nearing completion. At that
stage some concern was shown about the
naming of streets in the subdivided area.
This was a bad period for building opera-
tion. It was in 1944 and 1945, which was
during the war period, and funds were
not available for the building of workers'
homes, while at the same time costs were
beginning to rise.

(n rage 48 of the file there appears a
letter from Mr. Bond to the Under Sec-
retary for Lands under date the 20th July,
1950. In which he says. "The Commission
desires to use the land for the construc-
tions of homes at an early date." The
Lands Department was asked to fix the
upset prices of locations 4945-5069. That
started the trouble. The Surveyor Gen-
eral recommended the sale of the land at
prices which were based on taxation
values. This was at a time when values
for the sale of private land were pegged
by legislation. The Surveyor General
recommended that the request of the
Workers' Homes Board for the fixation of
upset prices should be met by stating that
the land would be sold on taxation values.
Under date the 30th August. 1950. the pre-
sent minister for Lands had this to say
on the file-

I am not prepared to approve of
the sale of this land through the
State Housing Commission.

That was the Minister's deciXson, even
though Parliament had agreed previously
to excise the land for this purpose and It
had been dedicated accordingly. However,
the Minister said he was not prepared to
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approve of the sale of the land through
the State Rousing Commission. He also
said-

The position is a very valuable on
and the State should take the op-
portunity to sell the subdivision by
public auction.

That was quite contrary to the decision
of Parliament. In fact. I do not think
Parliament would have agreed to the ex-
cision of this part of the Class "A" re-
serve if it had known that subsequently
it would be the intention of the Govern-
ment to sell the land by public auction

The Attorney General: Why not?
Hon. J. TC. TONKIN-, Because it had

gtt the decision under false pretences.
Parliament did not agree to the excision
of part of the reserve for the land to be
sold at public auction. Members will find
no such intention expressed in the Re-
serves Bill which was introduced In this
Chamber last night. Parliament is usu-
ally very jealous as to what It does with
respect to Class "A" reserves that have
been set aside. When Parliament agreed to
the excision of this particular land it was,
In accordance with the statement made
to it, that the purpose of the excision was
that it should be dedicated for use under
the Workers' Homes Act. However, that
was the statement by the Minister, namely,
that he was not prepared to approve of
the sie of the land through the State
Housing Commission. On page 57 of the
file, we find that the Under Secretary
for Lands wrote to the secretary of the
State Housing Commission and said-

The Hon. Minister for Lands, after
discussion with the Hon. Minister for
Housing, has decided not to agree to
the sale to the Commission. He con-
siders that the land is a valu'tble as-
set and should be made available for
sale by auction.

I want to leave the file for a moment
and read some questions and answers
relevant to this matter. On the 12th
March of this year. because I had heard
of the alleged intention of the depart-
ment to sell this land at auction and
when I knew it had been reservec i r
use for workers' homes purposes and knew
that the Workers' Homes Board had, with-
out authority I consider, decided that it
would not use the land for workers' homes
built under the leasehold section of the
Act but for war service homes, I asked
the Minister a series of questions, to which
he replied as I shall indicate. My first
question was--

(1) Is It a fact that the Govern-
ment has now decided to sell land In
East Fremantle in proximity to the
Leeuwin Naval Station which had
been set aside for workers' homes and
subsequently for war service homes?

The Minister's answer to that question
was "No." My next question was--

(2) Whit is the reason for the
change of policy?

To that question the Minister replied-
(2) No decision has been reached.

The question of the price of the land
Is the subject of negotiation between
the Mlinister for Housing and myself.

My next question was--
(3) What area of land elsewhere

in the East Fremantle Municipality
has been set aside for workers' homes?

In reply to that the Minister said-"Four
blocks." The next question was--

(4) Is the Government opposed to
the erection of workers' homes and
war service homes on land with river
frontages or views?

To that the Minister replied "No." Then
I asked-

(5) When was the land in question
first set aside for workers' homes,
and when was it decided to restrict
its use to that of sites for war service
homes?

To that the Minister replied-
(5) February, 1943, August, 1950.

1 ask members to note that reply. The
Minister says that in August, 1950, it
was decided to use this land for war ser-
vice homes, yet the file shows that on
the 30th August, 1950, the Mihister had
said, "I am not prepared to approve of the
sale of this land to the State Housing
Commission. The position is a very valu-
able one and the State should take the
opportunity to sell the subdivision by pub-
lic auction." I cannot reconcile the Min-
ister's answer to mue that it was decided in
August, 1950, that the land would be used
for war service homes because I take it
he would be the minister who would have
to agree if the decision were made. I
certainly cannot reconcile that with his
subsequent statement that he was not pre-
pared to make the land available for the
Housing Commission and that it was to
be sold by public auction. There may be
an explanation but I cannot see It, not
on the information available to me. Then
I asked the Minister the following ques-
tions:-

(6) On what date was it decided
not to use the land for war service
homes but to sell to private buyers?

(7) How does the Government re-
concile its policy of disposing of land
set aside for workers' homes or war
service homes with its declared in-
tention, as expressed in recent legis-
lation, to concentrate on the building
of such houses?
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(8) Will the Government reconsider
the decision to sell the land with a
view to adoption of a more en-
lightened policy on sites for workers'
homes and war service homes?

The Minister replied-
(6), t7) and (B) Answered by No.

(2).
No. (2) was--

No decision has been reached. The
question of the price of the land is
the subject of negotiation between the
Minister for Housing and myself.

Let us go back to the file. At page 51
there is a minute from the Under Secre-
tary for Lands to the Secretary of the
Housing Commission as follows:-

The Hon. Minister for Lands after
discussion with the Hon. Minister for
Housing has decided not to agree to
the sale to the Commission. He con-
siders that the land is a valuable as-
set and should be made available for
sale by auction. In view of this
decision action will be taken to cancel
the reservation.

In my view the Minister acted quite
wrongly in disregarding the decision of
Parliament, which was that this land be
excised from a Class "A" reserve for dedi-
cation for use under the Workers' Homes
Act. That Is why Parliament agreed:
that was the reason It was asked to agree.
The Minister disregarded that, and made
a decision that the land was not to be
made available to the Housing Commis-
sion, but that It was to be sold by public
auction. That minute was dated the 6th
September, 1950.

On the 14th September, Mr. Bond sought
a review of the decision to cancel the dedi-
cation. There Is a fair indication that
Mr. Bond considered that a decision bad
been made by the Minister to cancel the
dedication, because he asks for a review
of that decision. He said that the board
had actually paid an amount to the East
Fremantle Council on account of a report
on drainage work. It had been inspected
by the Director of War Service Homes and
the Commission felt that it was irrevoc-
ably committed. That should have been
enough to bring the Minister back on to
the rails. The land had been properly
dedicated: the secretary of the Workers'
Homes Board was advised of it and in
accordance with that, he agreed to Pay
£15 for a contour survey. Subsequently he
agreed to a proposed subdivision. He en-
tered into an arrangement with the East
Fremantle municipality for a report on
drainage work on the land. He had the
land inspected by the Director of War
Service Homes, and no doubt he felt that
the Commission was irrevocably commlit-
ted. I consider it was, too. But the Minis-
ter for Lands did not.

I want to know what the Government
is going to do about it. Members of the
East Fremantle Council are very con-
cerned. They feel that if the Government
proceeds with the intention the Minister
has expressed to put this land up for pub-
lic auction, the municipality will be in-
volved In very heavy expenditure for the
provision of roads and other amenities
and it is in no position to face that heavy
expenditure. The council believes it has
a right to expect that this land will be
utilised for the erection of war service
homes or workers' homes and that the
arrangement it had made with the
Workers' Homes Board, now the State
Housing Commission, will be adhered to
and that money will be available for the
drainage work in this area and for the
roads which are to be made.

This is a matter which aught to interest
returned soldiers very greatly. It is very
nice land, in an excellent position, and,
although it was originally set aside for
use under the leasehold section of the
Workers' Homes Act, I will not object if
it is used for war service homes-although
that would not be strictly in accordance
with the dedication. But I will object if,
without consulting Parliament, which
agreed to the excission of the land from
the reserve, the Government decides to put
it up for sale by public auction, because
the inevitable result will be that only people
with large sums of money at their disposal
will be the purchasers of the land. I have
no doubt that if it is sold in that way it
will not be built on straight away, but will
be held in order to gain the increase in
value which is certain in that area, because
it is extra good land, with a river -view, and
its value is increasing daily.

Had the war not intervened, It is certain
that workers' homes would already be
erected on this land, and then there would
be no question of selling any of it by public
auction. Because the war came, is that any
reason why the workers or the soldiers
are to be denied having a home there? I
have received a number of letters from ex-
servicemen who are interested in this land.
They have made inquiries at the Lands De-
partment to find out when it will be avail-
able, and also at the State Housing Com-
mission.

I know that the Minister for Housing was
keen to have houses erected on this land,
but the Minister for Lands has made up
his mind that the State is to get something
out of it, so he proposes to sell it by public
auction. If he does this--and I do not
consider he has any right to do it without
referring the matter back to Parliament-
it will be a great injustice to the workers
and to the soldiers who have every right,
following the excision and the dedication,
to expect that the land would become
available for the purpose of having work-
ers' homes or war service homes erected on
it.
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The position Is not irrevocable; the sale
has not Yet taken place. I hope the Min-
ister will give further consideration to the
matter because if he does I think he will
be forced to the conclusion that it would
not be fair to Parliament or to the workers
and the soldiers to proceed with the idea
that has been in his mind for some months.
Surely when a Government asks Parlia-
ment to agree to the excision of land from
a Class "A" reserve and gives a specific
reason for the excision, it should not
change its Purpose subsequently without
reference to Parliament. Such conduct
savours of a confidence trick and cannot
be justified in any shape or form.

There is no room for doubt on this pro-
posal. We got, first of all, the request from
the local authority that this idle land
should be used for workers' homes. We
received the approval of the Town Planner
and of the Surveyor General who con-
sidered it would be a good idea. We then
got the approval of the Minister for Lands
of the day, so there was complete unan-
Unity of the men who counted in the
matter-the Surveyor General, the Town
Planner and the Minister for Lands. They
agreed that the land should be utilised for
workers' homes and, following that agree-
ment, the necessary steps were taken to
make the land available for the purpose.
We had a Reserves Bill introduced asking
Parliament to agree to the excision of
this land from a Class "A" reserve for the
specific purpose that it be revested and
dedicated for use under the leasehold sec-
tion of the Act. The Bill was passed by
Parliament, then we got a vesting order.
the dedication and the Gazettal.

The whole thing was complete. What
possible justification can there be for any
Minister to come along subsequently and
say he is going to sell the land by public
auction? That is precisely the situation.
I make a strong protest against this pro-
posed action. The Minister has no legal
power to carry it out and, apart frombeing legally wrong, it would be morally
wrong. I challenge him or anybody else
to give the slightest justification for the
action which has been in the mind of the
Minister for many months now, but which,
I will say, has not so far been carried out.
I hope that wiser counsels will prevail and
that the Minister will not proceed with
this action because if he does he will hear
more about it. I do not say that as a
threat, but I would consider it my duty
to keep on protesting so long as it was
possible to prevent an action that I say
could not be justified.

The Government has already announced
its preference for building houses under
the leasehold section of the Workers'
Homes Act and the war service homes
legislation, as against rental homes. There
is, in East Fremantle, little land apart from
this that can be utilised for war service

or ]easebold homes under the workers'
homes legislation and so there is a great
responsibility and obligation on the Minis-
ter to make UP his mind quickly in the
right direction and make this land avail-
able to the Housing Commission so that
the intention of the previous Minister for
Lands, with the approval of the Surveyor
General and the Town Planning Commis-
sioner, can be given effect to.

It is an extraordinary state of affairs
that after such complete unanimity on
the part of those concerned an incoming
Minister can disregard the decision of Par-
liament and of former Governments and
do something designed only to raise money
for the Treasury. The Minister has al-
ready committed himself on paper by say-
ing that he regards this as valuable land
which should be sold by public auction
in order to get as much money as pos-
sible for it. So the consideration is to
be not the will of Parliament or the needs
of workers and returned soldiers for land
on which to build houses, but a question
of how much money can be raised for the
TPreasurer by the sale of the land. While
it is possible to prevent that being done
I will do my utmost in that direction and
I hope my protest tonight will Indicate to
the Minister that he Is on the wrong track.

Vote put and passed.

VoteS-The Rural and Industries Bank
£5; Labour. £8,470; Factories, £E24,300
-agreed to.

Vote-Crown Law Offices, £E433,962:

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. A.
V. R. Abbott-Mt. Lawley) [11.351: 1 will
not deal in detail with the figures for the
Crown Law Department because they con-
tinue from year to year and any query
about them can be dealt with on the Items.
Revenue has increased and although it
amounted to £971,945 last year it is not
expected to reach that figure this year, as
last year there were a number of large
estates that paid probate duty. The esti-
mated revenue this year Is only £085,000.
Expenditure will increase and the estimate
for the forthcoming year is £433,962 as
against £393,912 last Year.

For the Police Department expenditure
this year is expected to increase by £120,571
to £1,900,332. The authorised number of
police at the 30th June last was 880 and
It is proposed to add a further 50 men to
the establishment during the current
financial year.

Mr. W. Hegney: Are you going to trans-
fer them from the Prices Branch?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: As mem-
bers know, the police have a great number
of duties, including traffic in the metro-
politan area and there is constant pressure
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to increase the number of officers who, in
my view, are doing a wonderful job. The
fishing industry is expanding and during
the last few Years the crayfish section has
become a large dollar earner for this State,
being expected to earn in the vicinity of
2,000,000 dollars this year. Production for
1951 was 7,795,000 lb. weight of crayfish,
which is expected, in 1952, to exceed
8,000,000 lb.

Whaling also has become an important
industry and over £900,000 was brought
into the State this year from whale oil,
the three concerns operating having taken
a total of 1,137 whales. Recently, when
introducing a Hill to amend the State Gov-
ernment Insurance Office Act. I said I
would give some information about the
activities of that office when introducing
these Estimates. Since the opening of the
office its business has shown a gradual in-
crease and premiums received from general
and accident insurance have risen from
£23,725 in 1926-27 to £301,446 in 1951-52.
The office accepts all the silicosis risks
of the mining industry and the premiums
under that heading have increased from
£25,908 in 1926-27 to £168,210 in 1951-52.

Mr. May: What was the profit for last
year?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The office
was first authorised to write motor insur-
ance as from the 1st July, 1944. Premiums
received during that year for compre-
hensive insurance totalled £4,115 compared
with £47,200 in 1951-52; revenue for the
current year will be substantially in excess
of that figure. For the year ended the
30th June, 1948, premiums in respect of
business transacted under the Motor Ve-
hicle (Third Party Insurance) Act totalled
£36,848, giving the office a 23 per cent.
interest in the Motor Vehicle Trust. Our
proportion of the accumulated losses of
the Trust to the 30th June last is, therefore,
approximately £48,000.

Following an amendment to the State
Government Insurance Act, a pool was es-
tablished which came into operation on
the 1st July, 1946, and initially 62 local
authorities participated but that number
has been gradually increased to 111 and
the pool has given general satisfaction to
members and has been well received. For
the first operating year the premiums
received totalled £2,158 and for the year
ended the 30th June. 1952, £12,139. The
overall annual revenue in respect to
business transacted under the State Gov-
ernment Insurance Office Act has increased
from £49,633 in *1926-27 to £529,000 in
1951-52. In addition to undertaking
business statutorily prescribed the office
acts as agent for the Treasurer in respect
of the Government Marine and General
Insurance Fund, which carries all risks
in which the Government has a financial

or insurable interest. The following state-
ment shows the Revenue increase under
various headings:-

1932-33 1951-52

Fire..
Marine
Other

E E
... 1,902 45.344

198 48,343
1,812 10,923

All Government employees are insured
through the Government Workers' Com-
pensation Fund in respect of workers
compensation risks, and that fund is also
administered by this office. At the 30th
June, 1952, the reserves of the office in
respect of all business transacted, including
the silicosis reserve of £767,800 totalled
£1,473,000 of which £1,318,013 was invested,
principally in Commonwealth stock. When
the office was established in 1926 a staff
of five was able to cope with the business,
but that has since been increased to a
staff of 70. So members will see that the
office has expanded considerably since its
inception.

Mr. W. Hegney: What is the reason for
not abolishing the State Insurance Office
if you believe in private enterprise?

Hon. E. NULSEN: I move-

That progress be reported.

Motieni put and a division taken with
the following result:

Ayes ..

Noes ..

.... ... ... 17

.... .... .... 2 1

Majority against ..

Mr. Butcher
Mr. Graham
Mr. Guthrie
Mr. Hawke
Mr. J. Heglney
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Hoar
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Lawrrence

AyaS.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
M,.

Noes.
Mr. Abbott
Mr. Ackland
Mr. Brand
Dame F. Cardell-Olivet
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Doney
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Griffith
Mr. Bearman
Mr. Hill
Mr. Hutchinson

Ayes.
Mr. Coterley
Mr. O'Brien
Mr- Needhami

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

4

May
mcoullool
Moir
Nulsen
Sewell
Sleeman
styants
Kelly

Manning
McLarty
Oldfield
Owen
Perkins
Thorn
Totterdell
Watts
Wild
novell

(Teller.)

(Teller.)

Patrs.
Noes.

Mr. Mann
Mr. Nalder
Aft. Nimmo

Motion thus negatived.

BON. E. NULSEN (Eyre) (11.48]: 1
listened attentatively to the Attorney.Gen-
eral but he did not give us much informs-
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tion in regard to the Crown Law Depart-
ment. Fortunately I know the department
very well. its employees are most loyal
and the work they carry out is a credit to
the Government and to themselves. I was
interested to hear that the Coroner's salary
is still only £1,398 per annum whereas the
nine resident magistrates receive £12,906,
or an average of E1,434 per annum. I am
wondering why the Coroner, who does ex-
actly the same work with just as much
responsibility as a magistrate, should be
paid less.

The Attorney General: It is amatter for
the Public Service Commissioner.

Hon. E. NULSEN: But it does not seem
to be right that there should be this differ-
ence. To me the only reason is because
of the title "Coroner." That does not
seem to be quite fair. I cannot see why
there should be a difference.

The Attorney General: I do not know;
that is a matter for the Public Service
Commissioner.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I wish to congratu-
late the Commissioner of Police because I
have been watching his work of late and
it seems to me that, generally speaking,
he and his officers are performing a very
excellent job indeed. There seems to
be a very fine type of officer in the Force
at present, because I have found them
to be courteous, competent and very in-
telligent, I am able to say that with all
confidence, because a short time ago I
was robbed and I found them very helpful.

The Attorney General: There is no
need for you to make excuses; it will not
help you.

Hon. E. NtILSEN: They picked up the
person responsible for robbing me and I
would like to pay my compliments to the
police patrol, particularly Detective Sgt.
Burroughs and Detective Wood, together
with their colleagues, These men did
excellent work in the South Perth elector-
ate. I do not think that I expressed my
full gratitude at the time they picked up
the Person who robbed me. and I there-
fore take the opportunity of doing so to-
night. Had I not been robbed I would
not have known of the excellent work
they are carrying out. The Commissioner
is extremely fortunate in having a Force
such as he has and its members are equal
to, if not better than, any other Force In
Australia today.

The Attorney General: I entirely agree.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: You two chaps
will get on.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I hope the Police
Force will continue with the good work It
is doing and that the Minister controlling
the Crown Law Department will give con-
sideration to rectifying the anomaly that

I have raised in regard to the Coroner, who
is doing exactly the same work as a
magistrate but is receiving a lower salary.

MRl. J. JIEGNEY (Mddle Swan>
(11.531: I wish to point out the neces-

sity for the establishment of a police
station in the Bayswater district. As the
member for Maylands is sitting next to
the Premier he has an opportunity, being
a member of the Bayswater Road Board,
to whisper in his ear while I am speaking
and convince him that a police station is
necessary in that district. For years the
Bayswater Road Board has been sending
me correspondence asking me to make the
strongest possible representations to the
Minister for Police to have a police sta-
tion erected at Bayswater. Years ago we
prevailed upon the department to reserve
a block of land for the erection of a police
station, and I would be pleased to hear
from the Minister whether he has made
representations to the Treasurer for funds
to be made available for this work and, if
so. when the structure is likely to be
erected. Lately there have been com-
plaints about teenagers making a nuisance
of themselves in the district, and as a re-
sult the Bayswater Road Board is of the
opinion that a police station Is a necessity.
If the Minister will give me an assurance
that this will be done, I will sit down.

MRt. MAY (Comle) [11.541: Had the
Minister been civil enough to answer the
question that I put to him when he was
speaking, I would not have risen to my
feet. I asked him to tell me what profit
had been made by the State Insurance
Office last year and he decided, very
rudely, to ignore my question. I would
like to know if there is any reason why
the information should not be given to
the Chamber. I would like to have It
because I am keenly interested.

The Attorney General: I will see that
the hon. member receives it.

Mr. MAY: Thank you.

HON. A. R. G. HAWKE (Northam)
[11,561: At the very pressing suggestion
by the Premier, I will endeavour to speak
for four minutes now; it was five minutes
when he issued the invitation. Seeing
that we are approaching the Christmas
season, it is very fine to learn that the
Premier is anxious to hear Opposition
speakers--

The Premier: If you are stuck f or
a few words I will try to help you.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: -place their
subjects before the Chair. I have studied
these Estimates very closely indeed and.
although I am in a position to endorse
some of the praise that the member for
Eyre offered to the Attorney General and
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to many of the officers under his control,
there are some portions of his Estimates%
that do not altogether recommend them-
selves 100 per cent. to me. For instance,
I noticed an item in relation to the con-
trol of prices. I am sure the Attorney
General, when these Estimates were be-
ing Prepared, had this item buried so
deeply in them that he confidently hoped
that it would not be noticed.

Mr. Hearman: Fancy bringing that
up!

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: He was almost
certain. I am sure, that the item would
get through on the side and that there
would be no discussion whatsoever about
price control, or the lack of it, that exists
in this State today and which has existed
for some considerable time under the very
benevolent direction of the Attorney Gen-
eral.

Mr. J1. Hegney: Even the master
bakers wanted to increase their prices
and he gave them an opportunity to do
SO.

Hon. A. Rt. 0. HAWKE: Members will
know from questions that have been
raised in the House. and from questions
that I have put to the Attorney General,
that he has washed his hands completely,
in the legal sense, of all responsibility for
price levels in Western Australia. The
Attorney General will have nothing to do
with them. He considers, in his very
great wisdom-I am not sure whether it
is ordinary mental wisdom or plain down-
right political wisdom-that he should
not have anything to do with the con-
trol of prices.

One can understand his thoughts and
feelings in this matter. He must know.
either from his own direct Personal ex-
perience, or from information given to him
continually by his fellow Minister, the
Minister for Health, that the housewives
are at, or near to, boiling-point because
of the continual rise in prices which they,
particularly, and the community in gen-
eral, are suffering partly, at any rate, as
a result of the Attorney General's having
washed his hands of all legal responisibili-
ties in regard to the control of prices. The
Attorney General has handed over all the
responsibility to the Commissioner of
Prices, Mr. Mathea. He is the person who
has to accept the responsibility legally;
he has to take the blame because the At-
torney General has made sure that all
decisions in regard to the control of prices
shall be made by the Comnmissioner of
Prices and not by the Attorney General.

Mr. Styants: Passing the buck!
Eon. A.R. G. HAWKE: Well, Mr. Chair-

man, the iron tongue of midnight bath
tolled 12-or something like that-and I
very reluctantly draw this speech to a
close.

Progress reported.

BILLS (3)-RETURNED.

1, Coronation Holiday.
2, Broken Hill Proprietary Steel Indus-

try Agreement.
3, Fremantle Electricity Undertaking

Agreement.
Without amendment.

BILL-REFERENDA ON PROPOSALS
FOR MARKETING OF WHEAT,
OATS AND BARLEY.

Council's Amendment.

Returned from the Council with an
amendment, which was now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Minister
for Lands In charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The Council's amend-
ment is as follows:-

Clause (3), page (2)-Insert after
the word "of" in line 15 the words,
"the respective".

The INISTER FOR LANlDS: I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Progress reported.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R. McLarty-
Murray): I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
till Tuesday, the 9th December. at
2 pm.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 12.5 a.m.
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